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LETTER VII. 

JOHNSON TO LORD SEYMOUR, , 

November the 2d* 

-f^VITELLA's propofals to amufe 
the Prince, and to occupy his at- 
tention have fiicceeded. His hotel is 
crowded evefy day with guefts, \vho 
are treated in a rtioft excellent manner. 
He gives concerts and other entertain- 
ments, and is fcarcely able to call an 
liour his own. If he is not at hoftie, we 
TtahiriHy fuppof? that" he is ifi another 
cirele. lire tnoft extravagant efcpehfe 
which this cattfes, you m£y eafily cori- 
jefture. I would that gaming had not 
t*een introduced. He ha? loft, in a 
vol. in. 8 Ihort 
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(horl time, very confiderable fums. 
From whom he obtains the money I 
cannot learn $ for he wins nothing. He 
;may borrow great fums of the Marquis 
I can believe ; for, fince he has per- 
fuaded him that he could command the 
world of Ghofts, he will do any thing 
for him. He feems to care for nothing, 
and is again a good companion. Con- 
cerning the laft the Marquis triumphs 
not a little, becaufe it fupports his pro- 
pofal -, but the good man does tiot 
obferve the worm which gnaws the heart 
of the Prince, whilft his countenance 
is dreft in fmiles. I often fee how 
he ftruggles with himfel£ The only 
thing which pleafes me is, that he talk* 
with refpeft upon religious matters, 
which he formerly treated with con- 
tempt. From this we may hope that 
he will not deftroy himfelf. 

a Novem* 
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Novemkr tie 4fk. 

WHAT do you think ? — The Prince 
has been to church I — This circum- 
ftance, which his people will not forget, 
and which I certainly did not dream of. 
Civitella perfuaded him to. He was 
yefterday .with the Prince, and fpok* of 
a certain Bifhop . <. who would preach 
to-morrow in the church of St. Marav 
The praife which he bellowed upon 
the heart and genius of this man, ex- 
cited the attention of the Prince fo 
much the more, becaufe the Marquis 
did not (jpeak in general with any great 
veneration of the clergy. 

" I muft hear your wonderful man, 
(aid he ; and the Marquis waited upon 
him the next day — that is to-day. 

The fight of a great multitude, par- 
ticularly when they come together to 
worfhip the fupreme being, naturally 

b 2 affe&s 
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afFefts us, and evidently makes a 
greater impreffion upon our mind if 
we have not been accuftomed to it. 
He that feels it not, is deftitute of fen- 
fibility. The Prince confirmed my 
opinion. He was in raptures. The 
richneft and fplendor of the church, 
the greatnefs of the multitude, thaf 
ihewed, at leaft externally, fignsofthe 
fincereft devotion, contributed to aug- 
ment the aftonifhment and reverence of 
the Prince. I (hould be but little ac- 
quainted with mankind; if I did not 
know that the brighteft geniufes are 
attra&ed by pageantry ; and, that the 
illuminations and laughable ceremonies 
of the Roman church work power- 
fully upon the mind. The incenfe, 
which* is burnt at the altar, is very 
apt alfo to operate upon our fenfes 
and excite our piety. Enchanting 
rtiufic began the ceremony. At laft 
the Bilhop went into - the pulpit. — 

1 * Friend 
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Friend, the Marquis was right; hip 
defcription wa$ far excelled by 
the man hirafelf: — His appearance 
made us venerate, him, and his en- 
chanting countenance, which feemed 
to have upop* it t;he ftamp of divinity^ 
influenced evexyone in \tk {qvouT--r~ 
Afl<i when he hoga& tq (peak I I might 
fty with jufBce,. that I never heard fomqeh 
perfuafiye elo<^wnce, united with fuel) 
dignity sgid perf®&aj elegancy Iq qaq 
word, he i$ a preacher of great tak nt?* 
At firft he ftruck u& with depth of 
tbQugbt, whi|?h Jba4 (9 much the more 
Weight on account of his delivery. He 
then moved and awakened in us the 
warmeft feelings for virtue and re* 
%¥>A« and the greateft defire to fol- 
low his precepts* as the real principles 
of morality. From his mouth came 
tj-uth, and we ibon perceived how. 
much he had ftudied it, and how firm-; 
ly he himfelf was convinced of it ; — he 

b S pierced* 
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pierced the heart, and was affe&ed by' 
his own eloquence. His voice is clear 
and folemn, and fuited to bring the 
hardened firmer back to the path of 
virtue. When he preaches of love> 
there is a fweetnefs in his delivery not 
to be imagined, and he is firm and 
energetic when he will convince.— Oh i 
Friend ! you muft hear him yourfelf, if 
you will not believe me; for, where 
am I to find words to convey to you 
the perfe&ion of one idea only? 

He preached on the following fub* 
je&, " The advantages which accrue to 
a man from religion fupported by the 
diftates of reafon." A fubjeft that was 
as applicable to the fituation of the 
Prince's mind, as if it had been pur- 
pofely chofen. The whole of his fer- 
mon was divided into two heads. In 
the firft he endeavoured to prove-^ 
" That religion enriobles our minds, and 

ftimulatts 
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Simulates us to good a&ions, and is a 
firm fupport to us when oppreffed with 
affli&ions." And how admirably he 
proved it! One could not but be 
convinced. u Self-love," faid he among 
other things, " as long as it does not 
become fel£admiration, and confe- 
quently a vice, is the firft and molt 
diftinguifhed principle which the wife 
creator has implanted in us. From it 
we derived all our anions, even the 
moil fublime ones which approximate 
us to the Divinity — -We admire a friend 
for the return of his affe&ion — we love 
our relations — we affift the fuflerer, and 
often fave the lives of our neighbours, 
even at the greateft hazard ; becaufe 
we expeft the fame treatment in fimi- 
lar filiations : we pardon our enemies, 
for the fake of thofe heavenly feelings 
which tell us, that we have a&eft 
nobly, and have advanced a ftep to- 
wards perfe&ion ! But how often does 

B 4 man 
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man aft well, ^nd i& unknown; and 
how often has the beft defign a falfe 
Qpe ration ; how often the good maa 
fuflers, becaufe he afifcs confiftently 
with his feelings? Shall he, for that 
reafon, difcontinue his effort* ? No— b^ 
ought not to do it, even if his religion 
did not promife him a recompenfe in 
another world* if it did, not tell him 
€C Thy Creator knows the goodnefe of 
thy heart — the Lord, knows, it, if mwk 
(&. xxfr ^knpsd^gs i^" fy#\ dp ?ofc 4 
tjiiflk* g^^mpd^ tha* I Wght t<* aj-, 
taw inaft* Q> mxw;h; virtue a& t^ fuppofe 
tfcat he a&a u^righily merely, fr* it* 
own f*ke ; for w$ a*© never free from 
the influence of ow pafliojns, which throw 
obitacles in ow way in fpite o£ ail oufr 
endeavours to avoid thei$. 

" Can. we blanp.e hira who prefers, 
the. encfcaitfi^g path. of- vice to that of 
yrtue ? I/nik tofe* yottc QWfc hearty 

and 
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^n<J aafwer ipe that queftion. But 
when religion intervenes, (he tells us* 
with certainty, that there is another 
life beyond the grave, in which men 
will be rewarded according to their 
deferts.' . * 

■* * f 

m 

'; u Wba£ an inducement is this for u& 
tp became better, and faithfiiliy Jo ful- 
fil ft] f our duties ! what a great confo- 
^iapt, whep we latjopr - under coisfor* 
tunes, to be able to fay to ourfelves^ 
•* Our life in this world is but a pilgrim- 
tq the- realms ?f everlafting peac* !"* 



... .. . 

*' yfitfa : yhsit ap*isty dpes the tiredi 
wanderer endeavour to reach the place 
his- 4pQwfA\w„: th/wgfr >r k^owa- 

at the^ bjeak;. qf day; /will, call hinjj 
&&**#£ ^^^ic%of h^.jjHi^ey !. 
ta.«^r^lly.ljef/vpRWt&^tigHe and; 
trouble,, when he recolleSs that he is 
purfuing the path which leads him to 
v- * - •• b S* few 
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his home, where he will meet fosf 
friends and relations ! 

m 

" Can we then do lefs, my friends, 
when we know that eternal joy will be' 
our recompence, and that we (hall ap- 
proach nearer to that God, who gave 
us friends and relations, who watches 
over the fmalleft circumftance of our 
fate, and even fattens the chain of our 
happinefs on that which fetrned to us 
to be unpropitious to it ? - 

He now turned to the (econd part 
of his fermon, and fbewed €t what great 
tranquility religion gave us In death." 

You fhould have heard this part. He* 
drew a beautiful comparifon between 
the death-bed of the pious, and wiek- 
ed man. He alluded alfo to fceptics ; 
for, faid he— 

* How 
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* How can they be good, who be- 
lieve not in any thing? — They muft 
be more than men if, amidft all the 
oppreffions of an unfeeling world, they 
look not for a reward for all their good 
adions in heaven. Upon what grounds* 
does the Atheift banifh from his mind 
the juft ideas of a Creator, and his 
divine influence? Is k that it would 
add more weight to the barrier that 
feparates his foul from the paths of lull 
and wickednefs." 

The manner in which he defcribed 
the laft hours of the profligate, muft 
have , pierced a heart of fteel. He 
knew how to afFe£t the virtuous, by 
forcibly defcribing fuch a death -, and I 
might fay with juftice, that there was 
not one perfon prefent who did not 
feem to ftudy his own reformation. 
And when lye defcribed the en*l of the 
impious, an icy coliinefs ran through 

B 6 my 



my vehw*— J&my- comrtenane* flamed 
pictured with horror.— I looked at the; 
Prigce ; — he was, as pate as death* and : 
appeared very much agitated,. I hope 
it will be of; fervks to him ! That* part 
of th^ fennon was delivered with fiich 
G&e& 9 that it was as if the dying pep- 
Ioq had been prefent, imploring the 
restitution of his health, that he might 
adore that God whom he had uniform-' 
ly denied. But when he commented 
upon the impoffibility of his wiflw*,. a$ 
he was ftruggling with 'death, his eye 
tolled doubtfully, his voice founded 
hollow, and death feemed to cut the 
thread of the curfes which his ftammer* 
ing tongue uttered ! — It was horrible. 
The voice of the Bkhop added the 
greateft efleQ; to this part*- He ftopt* 
There enfued a profound fifeace. 

u Aisd where, (hall we find ' the reli- 
gion I hqpe defcribed ?" he. continued* 

« God 
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f * God be* thanked, we have ditfcofered 
itiaour own! 

. " Qb, m# fiends, you tnuft ackaow* 
kdgQ the advantage we hive over fa 
n>any thofuiands, who are not bom of 
Chxiftiftn parents, and who are obliged 
talive in darknefs, whilft the deleft 
light fhines upon you." 

- TjTit3 manner in ' which he executed 
his tetfk you m^ft imagine, for I cannot 
attempt to defcribe the. enchanting 
fweetaefs of his eloquence* and am 
Qply able to give ygu^an imperfect idea* 
of it. You may judge what efljeft 
this fermon-muft have produced in the 
siwLx>f the Prince, Revive? thip 3$ a 
recompenc?. for not having hejM^.&rft 

yw*fe& • . . . : . : ■ ■ i: /: 

- I -co4*ld e^fily penrGeire that be ; w^jf 
lftftm»j(Cajtholic.i bi^if d^.had#£te4 

thus 
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thus in the times of Luther, if they had 
preached religion fo pure, I believe- 
there never would have been a re- 
formation. He alfo mentioned the 
faints — but how ? He reprefented thenr 
as a glorious hoft, worthy of imitation. 
And is not this admirable. I believe 
me^ cannot have too many good ex- 
amples. 

But my fancy leads me too far, and 
I fhould not chuse to write any thing 
contrary to what the Bifhopfeid. For* 
that reafon, I will lay afide my pen 
until I am more familiar with the fub- 
je&. 

Yet who knows whether the whole 
fermon be not a plan of the Armenian. — 
Perhaps the Bifhop is . . f I will not 
tell you what I think. It will be ter- 
rible if he is a hypocrite, and employs 
his uncommon talents to further the 

execution 
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execution of a plan, which cannot pot 
fibly have a good end ; becaufe it re- 
quires fo much artifice and cunning to 
complete it. No, no— I muft not in» 
dulge fuch an idea. 

Several days later. 

SINCE that fermon the Prince has 
again given himfelf up to meditation. 
He flbuns all fociety ; and, if he is obliged 
to join them, He appears perfectly indif- 
ferent to any thirig but refle&ton. But 
this ferioufnefs is very different from 
his former; his countenance then ex- 
preffed defpair, but now a deep melan- 
choly. 

He has anxioufly and ftudioully en- 
quired after the Bifhop. This man, I 
truff, will entirely work his reforms 
tion, and the Prince efcpects it ; his en- 
quiry alfo makes this certain* he wiB,i 

in 
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i^ all probability, dr^w a* companion 
between his own , a£tIon$ and that 
man's- manner of thinking — Apd heis> 
right. The JJiftop did the lame wh$*i, 
he mentioned our Saviour: <c FroxjL 
their fruits you fliall know them ?* — 
Very probably this induced the Prince 

» • • • 

to adopt that refolution: it may be 
imagined ; . bulj outward, actions' are 
often fo «KW*ra*y : to teal .principles,, 
#at pne ra^x e^%b« ^j|^e^.. : Bflrt: 
thj5 ?Uho# is §ntireix 4J|at .^qfe, 1^ 
him;felf r expe£s ; |^.,^; i g^ j <^!^i§B t 
or a; npWe mind* aMihe. ifew^vfay. 
e£a£%:&e rales- wb4<fc ^p^flf&fSjtf 

I have this merely from heariay^^^ 
where accounts agree exactly, we may 

fe fr&fr«l:*8 ths-^pj^nftfras&a fe*&4> 
xu re(erves 
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referves to fulfil the duties of his fia^ 
tion ; and the prudence with which he 
beftows his charity gives it a high and 
deferred luftre. Thofe who prefer idle- 
nefs to induftiy, obtain very little from 
him 5 but all thofe who are prevented by 
a noble pride from accepting a gift from 
the hand of charity* a*id thofe who are 
oppreffed with misfortunes, and ftruggle. 
againft want and mifery, have in hint 
% certain and benevolent fupporter* 
0e , has a lift pf $\ \\& ppor people m. 
Yenktt* an4 aftfts, tbofe he thinks; the 
v*&& 4^fe^v|c\g. It appeared firig*taon 
tor m&x that h& ipent fo much ra&fosyi 
ae&ongft forefigiww who Uv« here; W* 
deed the Vfenetians do not deferve it* 
fcr the cattfe of theit poverty is. their 
idleness* there Scarcely can be made 
one exception. He always is. refpeft-" 
ful & his inferiors ; and is a perfe£t 
enemy to that pride, which makes par*. 
o£ a chaiader of a prie$. To hii, 
* fervants 



( 18 ) 

fervants, who have all grown old In 
his fervice, he is a father; In fhort, 
every thing that I hear of this man, 
is in his praife. But the hiftory which 
the Marquis has related of him, is a 
proof that he well knows how to : ob- 
ferve the higher duties of his lituatfon, 
which has made me venerate his cha- 
rafter. A certain . ti . here was his' 
deadly enemy. Perhaps he envied his 
merits, and the efteem which was- 
every where fhewn him. This was a 
fufficient reafon for a jealous villain to 
hate him. To imitate him he was 
Unable, but he was capable of endea* 
vouring to murder him. He was big 
with, this diabolical idea; but the re- 
tired life of the Bifliop, and the mul- 
titude which always condufted him 
home, to enjoy his company, made the » 
execution of it always impoffibfe. — 
Amongft the fervants of the BUhop, 
there was a young maa whom he fin- 

cerely 
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cerely loved, and educated. Although 
endowed with many good qualities, he 
was attached to gaming ; upon which 
the Bifhop fometimes gave him a fevere 
lefhire. This young man . anti . . en- 
deavoured to make an inftrument of 
his villainy. He could not do any 
thing by fair means, and therefore had 
recourfe to treachery. He hired peo- 
ple to induce him to purfue the moft 
extravagant plans, and to deprive him 
of his money by any method. The 
vic6 of gaming foon took deep root* 
and his very exiftence feemed to de- 
pend upon it. If what his matter gave 
him was not fufficient, he reforted* to 
theft. The Bifhop, faf from being 
fufpicious, concluded that the defici- 
ency of his money arofe from his for- 
getfulnefs, and did not accufe any of 
his people ; tut it was foon more and 
moire vifible, and the Bifhop* at laft, 
became uneafy, particularly as he mif- 
fed 
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fed fame valuable things. - The -thief 
was difcovered. Not qiute hardened 
in .his wicked$efe, his, confufion and 
dowivcaft eyes betrayed him ; he coulcj 

not look in the face of his bene&ftojr; 

■_^ ♦ » * ' * 

The fiifhop admoniihed'him with feve? 
fity* \}Mji h$ { was tosf fars gone to fe^el it$ 
c.ffeft.. Hi5- villainous, companions h^4 
fo conuptedhkn by their wjcfced advice, 
that he was a fintffyed gambler \ ancj wl#£ 
is it' that is facred in the eyes of fuch aq 
y^mou* character ?— It wis notdUficqtt 
to pprfuaie him to mix a powder h} 
tbf chocolate which he always fcr*e4 
Xfx his.pAtron, and by tlpat means poifon, 
}ps benefa^tgp and friend. He , wa^ 
induced ta undertake this diaboHcai 
afti by the* promife of $ large *e*. 
Wa»d, ^nd aifo the certainty of gain- 
Hig . fomething by fyis iftafterV deaths 
which he h^d difcove^ed by ptyiag, 
into his will, which was placed in a, 
writing «i3>b* trewbk* m 

he: 
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lie prefented the cup to his mailer, fb 
that he had almoft let it drop. The 
JBifhop was engaged in reading a book, 
and did not obferve the uneafinefs and 
anxiety which tormented his fervant. 
He did not take the cup before he had 
finifhed the chapter. When he had done, 
he repeated the laft paffage, " if the 
firft principles of vice are imbibed, the 
reft is to be acquired Very eafy by a 
hardened finner." — " Yes, it is, indeed 
it is," he added with a deep figh. 

At the fame .moment the unfaithful 

r 

wretch fell fenfelefs at his feet, the cup 
was broken, and the poifon fpilt upon 
the ground. He thought that his 
matter was confcious of hi§ malicious 
intention, and had fpoken thofe words 
purpofely to warn him of his wicked 
defign. But how cquld a mind, like 
kis, entertain fuch a. thought, or fuf- 
pe£t a man, to whom he had Ihewn the 

atten- 



( 22 ) 

attention of a father, capable of fo vile- 
an a£tion ? He endeavoured to re- 
cal a wretch to life, who was on the 
point of taking away his own. During 
that time, a little dog, which had lick- 
ed up the poifoned draught, tumbled 
in a convulfive manner about the room. 
He immediately perceive fl what was 
going forward. — Tears came into the 
old man's eyes, when he reflefted that 
his feryant could be guilty of fuch a 
crime. And how 'do you imagine that 
he treated him ? — He not only pardon* 
ed him, and concealed the fa£t, but 
retained him in his fervice, as if no- 
thing had happened. — On that account 
one of his relations reproached him, . 

" Shall I make this man more mifer- 
able than he is at prefent ?" he replied ; * 
cc If he is to be reclaimed, it will cer- 
tainly be effe&ed by my treatment, and 
how much glory fhall I acquire if I feve 

but' 
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but one foul ! — If I difcard him, I be- 
lieve he will then become a perfeS 
villain ; on the contrary, he probably, 
by my indulgence,, may be reclaimed." 

When it wap ©bferved to him, that 
he fhould be upon his guard in future 
againft any new attempts to murder 
him, he anfwered, 

" A good and benevolent God 
watches over the life of a fparrow $ 
can I doubt then, tha$ he is not mind- 
ful of mine ? The path which he has 
prescribed to me, no mortal can ob- 
ftru&; of that I have already many 
proofs. — If it pleafes the Almighty that 
I fhould die by the hand of an aflallm, 
there will be found others befides him 
to perpetrate the deed." 

He flood firm to his opinion, and 
Oh ! the recompense ! It has fucceed- 

ed 
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ed In a irooft excellent manner: — He 
has entirely concerted this man, and 
beholds daily the proofs of thfe warmeft 
gratitude, and there is not one^about 
his perfon that is more attached to him. 
*The fiifhop difcovered the motive that 
induced him to feek his life. He could 
have made the miferable proje&or of 
it feel his wrath ; btit what did he do ? 
He went to . anti . . his deadly enemy, 
and begged his pardon if he had given 
trim any reafon to hate him, and offered 
him his hand in reconciliation. Such a 
virtue the bafeft* ingrate could not de- 
fpifej he was overpowered with for* 
low, and falling upbn his knees, craved 
his merciful forgivenefs, and promifed 
to amend his life, which he has faith- 
ftiHy performed. The reafon why he 
hated the Bifhop was, as he faid, on 
account of a fermon, in which he felt 
hfmfetf very much aggrieved ; and alfo 
that k was intolerable to hfear him to 
r generally 
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generally praifed and beloved.— You 
jnuft know, . anti . . is alfo a prieft, 
and he thought that they were bellow- 
ing, that portion of praife due to him, 
upon the Biihop. 

. The Prince wiihes to be acquainted 
with the Biihop. T rejoice that it is 
fo, and hope he will profit by the con- 
neftion. How it has happened that 
he was not (boner acquainted with 
him, I cannot tell. The noble-minded 
man mull be fought for, but other ac- 
quaintances are very' eafily attained. 
No wonder, for he is a Prince ! 

» 

I mull not forget to tell you, that a 
few days ago, the Bucentauro was 
aboliihed ; not by the fenate, but the 
fociety having confented to it them* 
felves. — What do you fay to that ? — 
The reafon for it I do not know, and 
evep the Prince feemed ignorant of it ; 

vol in. c for 
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ipr althpugh. they told him they had done 
Ijt l?ecaufe they difliked it, he wift 
not ^Heye. it.-r-Pferhaps the Inqiiifitkm 
H^s prohibited their, meetings, and they 
are afraid to run the. rife of having 
their principles expofedj or, perhaps, 
tfr<? Quoning Bucantaurifts are in league 
Vith. the Arme&ian, an<J : wi&, by the 
feparation of iheii; fociety, to fix the at- 
tention of the Prince upon another point. 
Let this be a&itmay, I am fatisfied. The 
I?ri&$e is rejoiced at the event; for, 
without it, he oould not well have fe- 
parafced hintfelf from it i — a proof that 
he was not quite fit fo* a fociety, which 
did not feem to me to be founded on a 
gpod: principle. 
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LETTER VUL 

" JOHNSON TO LORD- SEYMOUR. 

Nwemktr the \%tk 

AT hft the Prince's wifli is fulfilled: 

the Bifhop has been with him. He 
has been a journey, which has prevent- 
ed him, till now, from complying 
with the requeft of the Prince.— I 
thought he was a middle-aged man 
from Ins appearance ; I was aftonifhed 
when I accidently heard from him* 
that he was already far advanced to- 
wards feventy. — His uncommon health 
and gaiety is the confequence of a mo- 
derate maimer of living. The Prince 
has been charmed with b\s company .— 
No perfon, beiides me,* conld attend 
to their converfation, becaufe they be- 
lieved I did not imderftand it. How 
many, advantages have I already reaped* 

c 2 from 
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from affe£Hng to be unacquainted with 
the Venetian language. They look 
upon me always as an abfent perfon; 
and I mail tell you, that I am, on that 
account, a great acquifitioh to the 
Prince ; becaufe he thinks that he has 
an attendant by him at all times whom 
he has no fufpicion of — for he is too 
prudent to truft the. other fervants in 
the antichamber, on account of their 
curiofity. 

With open arms the Prince re- 
ceived the Bifliop, when he entered 
the houfe, and conduced him into his 
room, 

<c I heard your fermon not long ago, 
great and noble man, and it affe&ed me 
very much. I have had a defcription 
of your chara&er and conduft, and it 
has encreafed my efteem for you. — It 
is on that account that I approach you 

without 
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without the accuftomed ceremonies, 
and with a friendly veneration." 

" Prince, your countenance is fo fin- 
cere, that I cannot confider your words 
as a joke." 

« Joke !— Joke t— Good God, what 
an opinion you mud have of me !" 



" Not fo; but, is it poflible, that 
one fingle fermon can have had fuch an 
effeft upon you ? : — I am not accuftom- 
ed to feverity, Prince. But many years 
experience have taught me, that per* 
fons like you, who defpife all that is 
facred and good, cannot eafily be 
brought to efteem thofe who fpeak of 
a God, whom they rejeft and deny* 
On that account, you mull at lead 
think me a pious fimpleton, who merits 

your companionate fmile." 

* 

c 3 The 
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The Prince was dumb- > 

At laft he exclaimed : 

• ." Ob ! as you love your enemies, do 
good to them, and confirm the truth 
of your do&rines, which you preach 
jjriih fuch eloquence.-^Do not let me 
be the being. whom .you. defpife — I have 
purfued a wrong path, not willingly, 
but through the influence of deceit and 
iniquity. I have long wandered in th« 
defert, and could find no reftiog-place* 
wiU you now rejeft a penitent, who 
puts his whole confidence in your fix* 
,ierior wiflotn ?" 

With great warmth the Bifhop took 

him by the hand. 

" Entertain not fuch an kfcai But 
jf the furgeon will cure a dangerous 
wound, he muft firft prohe it with his 

iaftrU-> 
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inftrument, to try -how deep it ha* 
penetrated. This operation is indeed 
very painful to the patient; but can 
the furgeon undertake die cure with- 
out it ? Will he not learn by that, what 
means muft be employed ? — I muft firft 
found you, and upon the good foun- 
dation, which perhaps may ftifl be left, 
I will build my ftradute. God bt 
thanked, who Erodes fo powerfully bjF N 
fuch feeble means. I fhould not havfc 
believed that my fermon could product 
fuch an effeft upon your mind. Tht 
way to the heart of a Prince is, in facfc 
a cafe, very difficult, and your fuffer- 
ings only have made.yoii fo ftifceptfble. 
— Thank God, that you are not above 
inquiry. ' — I always fpeak the truth, 
Prince; do not wonder, becaufe yon 
hear it very rarely*" 

u Will you, then, be fo kind as to 
inftru& me ?" 

c 4 *" Why 
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*Why not?— It is my duty.— It is 
well for you that you came before me. 
When they begged of. me to preach 
that fermon, I was ftruck with the idea 
that it might be of fervice, and fave 
you.*' 

The Prince interrupted him : " How t 
they entreated you to preach a fermon 
to me, was it not then mere acci- 
dent ?" 

• " I was Inftru&ed as to every par* 
Jticular." 



€€ 



And by whom ?" 



"I do not know him ; but tte 
Anxiety which he difplayed for your 
welfare, and on which he feemed to 
dwell with uncommon concern, has 
imade him dear to me. — He expe&ed 
from my fermon much effeftj and pro* 

■ mifed 



( ss ) 

mifed that you fhould be prefent. The 
-defire I had of doing good made me 
comply with his requeft." 

r 

» 

m 

And can you guefs* who this mart 
was ? The Armenian- — You are- afto* 
nifhed, and I not lefs ; the Prince Waa 
half mad. He related to the Bifliop 
feveral things which had happened td 
him with this wonderful man, and 
hoped to obtain fome knowledge of 
him, but he allured him, that he had 
feen him then fqr the firft time in his 
life. And who would not believe 
him ? 

What are we to think of this ? Per- 
haps it is part of the plan, upon which 
the old man fpoke to Biondello. — We 
may fufpeft what will be the confe- 
quence of the vifit ; for the fociety of 
the Bifliop muft turn to the Prince's 
advantage. If they make him a profe- 

c5 lyte 
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fyte by means of the Bifhop, they 
Would not find their end anfwered > 
becaufe this man is calculated to fet 
ft good example, and to inftile into the 
ftince's mind the beft ideas without 
letting the religion he- profeffes inter* 
fere. — It i$ a great pity that they did 
not converfe on thefujeS of the Prince's 
Opinions; for they conftantly talked about 
the Armenian, and then fome bufinefs of 
'fconfequence called the Bifhop away* 
He proraifed to return again, and the 
Prince has determined to vifit him. 

As Clvitella perfuaded the Prince to 
go with him to church, what was 
more natural than that the Prince 
fhoukl fufpeft that he was connected 
With the Armenian ? To be convinced 
of thatj he fent immediately for the 
Marquis to wait upon him. The fer~ 
tact met him at the g^te. 

"Marquis," 



<c Marqui^," exclaimed the Priacc, 
as he entered the room, " your vifit is 
well tknedj *I had juft fent.to invite 
you here, to queftion you upon a fub* 
je& of great importance. You know 
how much trouble the Armenian has 
already given me. Now 1 am confr- 
ont you" muft be acquainted with 
him. I expeft an explanation from 
you." . 

The Marquis was alarmed, and an* 
fwered not a fyllable ; the words 
feemed to tremble on his lips. 

cc You will not then give me an ex- 
planation? You are the only perfon 
that can do it." 

fC Explanation!- — Indeed I am not 
able to give it you, and perhaps no 
mortal living." 

• . 

c « " And 
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* And yet you fpoke to him T 

" Alas ! Gracious ^Heaven ! I fpoke 
tohim!* 

w m 

cc If a fpark of friendfliip glimmer* 
in yourbreaft, tell me inftantly what 
you know of him." 

« Demand my life, gracious Prince, 
I willingly will facrifiee it, for you have 
deferred it, but 

. He hefitated, and became vifibly more 
confused. — The Prince's patience left 
him. 

•* You will not then," he exclaimed 
violently — " Now hear me. I know 
that you and the Armenian are in 
league with each other. Was is riot 
at his requeft that you per&iaded' me ta 
go with you to the church of St. Mark V* 

Tl» 
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The Marquis fell into a terrible con* 
vulfive fit. — His limbs trembled, his 
teeth chattered, and his countenance 
was black and horrible to look on. 
The fit increafed, and we were obliged 
to- carry him home. The Prince now 
thought him innocent, and feemed to 
feel for him. 

" But if he i3 innocent, from whenct 
this ftrange condiift ?" he exclaimed. 

i 

Several hours had paffed, when a 
fervant of the Marquis came, breathlefs, 
and requefied the Prince to go imme- 
diately to his matter, .who had fome^ 
thing of great importance to difcover 
to him. He hefitated not a moment, 
but went as quickly as poflible. After 
an interval of four hours, he came back 
again in deep thought. He . related 
what happened to htm to the Baron 
F ; ♦ And, as I was prefent, and heard 

every 



every (King very a j|tiftm£ty r ,I *ra,able 
to communicate it-, to you word- fyt 
iword. * 

; The Prince threw hHnljelf into an 
arm-chair, and- feemed reiy much $f» 
fefted.7--Tl}^ Baron F * ; . approache4 
him with great concern, not being 
able to conceal his fenfations. 

• - . ' •••• . 

fC YjDU : ,will pai*don n*e, gracious 
Prince, I am confident, when I entreat 
jou to. make a difcovery of that which 
ajHifts you fo much. It wHl be pre- 
ieryed a$ ^ facred treasure in the bo* 
fom of one of your moft humble and 
faithful fervarits, whofe £nc$re wifli is 
to facrifice himfelf> if it could in any 
manner promote your happinefs. There 
wa* a June when you thought me wor- 
thy of your confidence. " 



t •• 
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" The Prince feemed to 1 ftart a& ftpm 
a dream and looked fufpitiously at the 

Baron/' 

t 

€C Yes, you are right j there was~$ 
time, when the repofe of my, foul re£ 
lembled the fmooth . furface of a lake 
from which every objefk is refle&ed 
in the moil beautiful manner. Yes, 
yes, there was once fuch a time* and 
then I found myfelf happy — Can J 
help regretting that, that period is paft, 
and all is now as if influenced by 
the ftorms of heaven ; and that nothing 
remains for me but a lively picture of 
my former fituation ? Tell me yourfelf 
can I forget it?" 

Tears came into the eyes of the good 

Baron F . . . and farrow almoft over- 
powered his ipeech. 

"Oh 
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" Oh! my graqious Prince, I have 
tiot deferved this— I fpoke of die con* 
fidence which I once enjoyed." 

The Prince came to his recolle&ion, 
perhaps by my pulhing fomething 
againft his arm-chair ; in the mean time, 
for appearance fake, I affefted to have 
fome bufinefs in the room. 

* 

" Did you toot intend to aflc fome* 
thing of me, dear Baron ? 

• * 

" To entreat your highnefs to dilco* 

ver to me the forrow which opprefles 
you/* 

"And what end will that anfwer ? can 
you aflift me ; can you conduct me from 
a labyrith in which I find myfelf every, 
hour more and more bewildered ? " 

" If I am not able to effe£t the laft, 

will 
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will your highnefs refufe me the hap- 
pinefs to (hare your misfortunes with 
you 



? » 



The Prince looked at him fternly. 
It feemed to convey a great deal of in- 
formation. — What if the Baron has writ- 
ten fomething to Count O . • . which he 

is not able to anfwer for in fuch a man- 
ner as to clear his chara&er ! . . 

€t You fliallj you muft know it/'-* 
faid he at laft : — u for I am well convin* 
ced of your fecrecy as to every thing 
that concerns me 1" 

At thefe words F . . . changed co- 
lour, and the Prince, preceiving it r went 
on : 

.« 
" You know that I was called to the 
Marquis. I found him very ill. He 
had fcarcely fufficent ftrength to raife 

himfelf 
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himfeif. io his becl, aftd to £ive me his 
hand. ''I have imvited V6u 16 cfcil era 
me, faid he, to give you a key to my 
conduft to day. I am at the brink of 
the fgfave, krtd fhould hot like you to be 
iaipreffed with the idea that 1 have de- 
ceived you. I kitttar adl the Armenia^ 
Who h fo mujch>cxmrttteed mi tycwr fiifto* 
xt/r, . . I fcwhirri buttmde in ipy Hfe ;ytmr 
fufpicion wka t^cfciiftied, Ifoftfr ^eotrRl 
I have a communication with a being 
♦haUi fepe^^uftl^^e'iippeaWd to me 
taid cefem^AfdeA me' to peAiSde yoii 
to g* t6 tifet chttrcli. If IfolHl'fed hft 
requeft, he would ^fcknbvHfcdg^ my ti* 
bedience to his command. It was for 
*at'$H»pdte enly'tha^^'htidftlic'ted 
nte, 'add J kh6W- : 6dt *iAk ft\*9fe 'aWft- 
ally neeeflfary. I liftened to his cbttx- 
mands with terror, and fhould have ful- 
MleA them 'eveft if $ZxxY&&e had been 
fe^ufred M '3o it.' } He ctefired hie how- 
ever to 4 obferte the toi6ft'pf6found fe- 

crecy 
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crecy, but my love for you induces me 
to violate my promife, and as I am verg? 
ing towards the end of my days, nothing 
of any cotifequence can befaJ mt< Be 
it what it may, it will only haften my 
death, which I look upon now as a wet 
come friend ; the very idea of it raifestay 
foul to the higtieft pitch of ecftacy. — No* 
.arm yourfelf with courage deareft Prince, 
to hear a hiftory that wiil make yo*jr hairs 
ftand ere6t ; and which will give you an 
idea of the fupernatural greattiefe of thai 
Armenian. To him may be afcribed my 
acquaintance with you, and my prefent 
illoefe s for I Was juft on the point of 
imfwering your requeft> to juftify not 
only my chara&er, but lo give you alfo 
ft perfc& idea of this being. I thought 
in ftich a cafe I was a&ing right, but I 
found kiiy tongtte cleave to the roof of mjr 
mouth, aarf'aH aairtxation fufpended !— 
. I have at prefent nothing mare to dread, 
as death and my love for' you raife mo 
• : above 
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above the power of fear : perhaps my 
diicoveries may be ufeful to you." 

" He flopped fuddenly. — The hafty 
manner with which he fpoke thofe laft 
Words did not efcape me. — He now fei- 
zed my hand with great violence, and 
hurt me fo much thatliiill feel the pain. 

" Alas, proteft me ! proteft me from 
his wrath" he exclaimed with a voice 
that chilled my very foul with horror. 

" Thou haft not gone through the^ 
trial which thou oughteft to have done, in 
order to gain admiffion into the Tem- 
ple of Truth, which thy mind entitled 
thee to. Attribute to thyfelf the con- 
fequences of thy obftinacy. Thou waft 
very difobedient to me! I warned thee, 
thou didft not attend. Oh fool ! if thou 
hadft not - been at this prefent moment 
difobedient, thou wouldft have foon rea- 
ched the goal !" 

« Thefe 
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u Thefc words where fpoken by fome 
one behind me, the voice of whom 
feemed to be known to me. I looked 
up and perceived the Armenian. 

• 

tc My aftonifiiment was beyond all 
conception. — He walked with a flow 
ftep through the room, and the door 
feemed to (hut itfelf' after him. My 
recolle&ion returned. Whatever I might 
undergo, the defire of (peaking to him 
fuperfeded all my fears. I riifhed out 
of the room, but no Arminian was to 
be feen or heard of. Upon the (lairs 
I met an old Pried who had been fent 
to the Marquis to give him extreme unc- 
tion. I thought he could not have 
efcaped him, but he had feen nothing 
of him. That he had fecreted himfelf 
was not in any manner poflible, for he. 
was obliged to go either down or up the 
ftaircafe, and the Cardinal, who had juft 
come down, in the greateft forrow, on 

account 
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account of the fituationofhis beloyed 
nephew ( who as you know, by his re* 
formed maftner of life had again ac- 
qired his efteem ) had like wife teen 
iiothing of him. 

" My mind was now tormented with 
doubt and horror, 

# 

** I went back with the Cardinal to 
the room. He found the Marquis feme-* 
Iefs. I flattered myfelf that he would 
recoyerand finifh the hiftory, which had 
excited my quriofity fo much. But I 
hoped in vain; he continued delirious. 
The Cardinal refufed confolation, and 

r 

abandoned himfelf to dcfpair. I could 

* « » 

not endure a fight fo diftreffing, and when 
I refle&ed upon my own fituation I 
was half diftra&ed. I would have rea- 
dily facrificed my life coujd I but have • 
difcovered the Armenian." 

i 

" You 
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" You will, k ere long, — you fliall be 
nearer acquainted with him, if your 
obedience makes you worthy ofit" ex- 
claimed ahoifaw piercing voice*/; 

" My obedience ! faid the Prince," 
^fter ^n oxceeding,long paufe, as his 
cpun trance, and pofition bolh announ- 
ced p$ffe£t fobraiffioii m emiy tkitfg.' 

Thj;s very, evening* at a fet§ hOtuf, TOi 
heard thpt the Marqutf CiyiteWft waa r 
no more. The Prince received the 
qevys, with jnjeftnchqty ftfpfl?e . 1 qojdd 
pfei»ly.fee bow-4fSpfy h$ feifehi^ tofe 
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LETTER IX. - 

JOHNSON TO LORD SEYMOUR. 

Nmxmbcrikt \lA. 

THEY have threatened to imprifon 
the Prince, if he does not pay his 
debts; in twenty-four hours. I thought 
it would come to this ; although I did 
not believe that he had received his 
loans from the hands of ufurers. 

* 

AH the creditors of the Prince 'are 
alamied; for his infohtent ' fituation is 
every where known. The poor Prince ! 
Howftiallwefave him ? You are not able 
to do it ; for, in all probability, the money 
you are poffeffed of is not fufficient 
To extricate himfelf, he has offered to 
pay enormous intereft, which exceeds 
even half of the capital. He has no 
friend to whom he can unfold his dif- 

trefs. 
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trefs. The kind Marquis is dead, and 
his uncle, the Cardinal, has, fince his 
deceafe, loft his fenfes, and is not to 
be ipoken with. The fituation of the 
Prince is truly pitiable. f Flight would 
be the only means to fave him. Bion- 
deUo propofed it to him, but he is too 
gpble to degrade his chara&er by fuch 
aftep. He will wait the event with 
fortitude. 

. November the 18/*. 

TO-DAY I heard that the Prince is 
not fb much involved, as I at firft ex- 
pend. The whole amount of his 
debts, with the inteneft, is about one 
hundred thoufand zechins ; a large fum 
certainly to be fpent in fo fhort a time, 
but I hope that you will procure it. 
You have not told me how much you, 
have received, but that it is a large 
fiun J e^fily can imagine. God be thank- 
td thfit it is fo, and that the Prince me* 

vol in. p with 
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with this misfortune. It will probably 
be die road to his fafety. Oh ! how 
anxioufly I wait for that period when 
you will rufli into his arms, and fave 

him as a friend J 

« 

Do not be aftoniflied, that I now 
contradi£t my former opinion, and beg 
that you will difcover yourfelf to him. 
It is furely the heft plan we can pur- 
fue. He will, in his prefent fituation, 
acknowledge your kindnefs with double 
the gratitude. Such afFe&ion will rivet 
him to you for ever. You will repre- 
fent me to him as your friend, who 
worked with you for his fafety; my 
letters to you, and moreover my ability 
in mountebank tricks, by which they 
have deceived him, will convince him 
of the fa£i, and will open his eyes, or 
at lead may give him a fufpicion of 
the people in whom he has put fo 
jftuch confidence. We fhall fave him ; 

2 he 
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he will fly with us from this vile city, 
and be reftored and reconciled to his 
court. 

Oh that I were able to relate to 
you all the good confequences which 
will follow this proceeding ! But all 
this is unneceflary ; you do not want 
any inducement to urge you to aft 
magnanimoufly \ — but ufe all the expe- 
dition in your power* for, before fun-fet, 
the Prince will be arrefied,.and he cannot 
expe6l any indulgence from ufurers ! 

P. S. Do not give yourfelf any fur- 
flier trouble, friend $ all our fears, for 
the prefent, are gone. The debts of 
the Prince are paid ; and he has ob- 
tained further fums of money, juit as I 
was going to feal this letter. But mis- 
fortune fometimes proves a benefit, for 
what fhould we have done, if I had 
known it, a few hours later ? We 

d 2 fhould 
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ftould have betrayed ourfelves, and 
perhaps have loft all means to profe- 
cute our undertaking. But I ftill have 
great hopes, and it makes me tolerably 
eafy in my . unpleafant situation. And 
do you know who has paid all thefe 
fums ? — The Armenian ! For what rea- 
fon does this man haunt the Prince ? 
This is a certain proof, that the fcheme 
they are trying is of confequence. 

Hie Prince was prepared for the 
arreft; and conceive his aftonifhment, 
when the creditors came to give him 
their receipts, and returned him the 
money he had advanced to them on 
account. 

They all begged pardon for their 
conduft, and affured him that they 
would not have taken violent meafures, 
if they had not been made anxious for their 
money, and to lofe it would have made 

them 
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them beggars. Who urged them to be 
fo clamorous, he could not imagine, 
, Although the Prince was aftonifhed that 
the Armenian had paid his debts^ he had 
fenfe enough to appear as if he knew of 
the proceeding, and this induced the 
creditors to think, that the money came 
from his court. 

The Armeniaii could not have found 
a better opportunity to make the Prince 
attached to him. He thinks of nothing 
but him, and is more anxious to learn 
who he is. He has forgot Civitella** 
death. 

You go about the town in different 
characters ; have you not been able to 
find out who the Armenian is ? 
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LETTER X. 

JOHNSON TO LORD SEYMOUR. 

jfwcmber the 23 J. 

THE Prince is always with the 
Bifliop ; and I know that their convejr- 
fation is generally upon religious topics* 
It is a great pity that I cannot conftantly 
be prefent for I hear only detached fen- 
tences, but from them I conclude, that 
the Prince will remain firm to his opi- 
nion, until thoroughly convinced to the 
contrary. 

The Bifliop appears every hour in a 
more amiable light. The mildnefs 
which he always fliews, when endea- 
vouring to controvert the objections of 
the Prince (which I muft confefs are 
often fupported with great warmth) is 

inimitable, 
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inimitable, and is the fincereft proof* 
how much he wiihes to appear like 
the man of God, whofe do&rines he 
preaches* His talents in Theology, 
added to his eloquence, place every thing 
in the cleareft light, fo that it is impoffi- 
ble for any perfonto err in his opinion. 

It alway9 gave me the greateft happi- 
nefs, to affift * fuch a converfation, if it 
was poflible for me to do it. 

To day I was very fortunate. I will 
put as much .of the converfation down 
as I can recoiled. You will wonder 
that the Biftiop does not betray the Ca- 
tholic, who with the fword of faith cuts 
his way. through all difficulties. He 
wifties to explain them^ and to {hew 
fundamentally to the Prince, how much 
is gained by a religion, which adopts a 
Supreme Being, and holds x>ut a recom- 

d 4 pence 
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pence for out good aftions. It is very 
feldom that he mentions the prpfcrib* 
ed religion in the Holy Scriptures, 
and if he does, it is only when the 
Prince enquires about it. You fee 
that he does not prefs it upon him, but 
goes ftep by ftep.— I am wandering from 
the fubje£t : — I promifed to relate to 
you to-day's converfation. 

With the greateft impatience thf 
Prince waited for the Bifliop. At laft he 
came. He haftened to conduft hhn to 
his arm chair, which is always fet ready 
for him. 

€€ I have waited with anxiety for your 

arrival, dear father ! A new doubt ha* 
arifen within me concerning the exift- 
ence of a Supreme Being." 

"A doubt of the exiftence of a Supreme 
Being ! — Oh ! I am very forry for that ! 

Then 
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Then we are not fo far advanced as I 
believed. — How is it poffible that you 
can even admit fuch a thought V* 



" I have been reading this book — It 
is beautifully written. — fo convincing I" 
(here he gave the book to the Bifhop.) 

" Not convincing, Prince, but fc- 
duflive. Truth does not want any 
coloyj. I know the book. It is beau- 
tifully written, and for that reafon fo 
much the more dangerous. We feel 
not immediately the efFeft of poifon 
that is hidden beneath fugar, and when 
we difcover it, antidotes come too late." 

. At thefe words the book was thrown 
into the fire and confumed. The Prince 
looked at the Bifhop with a countenance 
full of anger. This did not efcape the 
Bifhop; 

d5 *' a D>» 
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<c Do you regret the lofs of the book? 
If fo, I am forry that I deftroyed it ! But 
I hope not !" 

" You told me, yourfelf, that rea- 
fonable doubts would lead me nearer to 
the truth." 

" Yes, Prince - 3 but did that book 
contain fuch ? — Arid if it were fo, you 
fhould not read it in your prefent fitua- 
tion. It will make you more difficult to 
be brought into the way of truth, and 
probably prevent your obtaining that 
end, by the rejeftion of which you have 
loft fo much already. .A patient muft 
fubmit to the prefcriptions of the phyfi-. 
cian, and the convalefcent muft not be 
permitted to indulge, in every kind of 
eatable, for fear of arelapfe, which often 
is more difficult to cure than the firft ill- 
nefs. So foon as you have acquired the 
true principles to aft upon, you may 

read 
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read that book : you will then pity the 
author, and become firmer in thef fup- 
port of truth." 

" Permit me to afk you a few ques- 
tions. Why do we worfhip God ?" 



" Becaufe he is the raoft perfeft be- 



ing 
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cc And from whence do we know 
that ?" 

"-We conclude from the creation o£ 
the world." 

" But this conclufion would be wrong 
if the world created itfelf?" 



(C 



Undoubtedly." 



" There would alfo be no God, if he 
were not, at the fame time, the Creator?" 

p 6 " This 
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" This follows from the i&a which 
we have of him. An ina&ive God, were 
no God at all ; at lead he could h*re no 
influence over us," 

" And if it were fo ? — If the creation 
were a matter of chance ?" 

*' If I thought that in any manner 
poffible, I would give up my opinion 
without hesitation," 

"Poffible! You agree with me that 
all things are poffible." 

" The ideas of a madman !" 

cc Do you reckon, then, that the learn- 
ed, witty and fpirited * ol * * * re was 
mad ?" 

u He proves it himfelf by many of 
his opinions — But do you not believe 

i that 
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that a mad man may be reafonable in 
feveral things, whilft his malady centres 
upon one particular point? Have you 
not experienced it by a living example 
in father Florentine, who thought that 
he wae the Holy Ghoft; and yet in 
every thing elfe was a rational and clever 



man." 



cc But the difference is that the former 
had grounds for his opinion, but the 
latter none." 

u Have you ever heard them ? And 
will you honour his folly with the name 
of reafon ?" I could, on the retrofpefii 
of your * ol * * * re, return the objeftion 
upon you : But we are departing from 
our point. Tell me fincerely, do you not 
perceive the abfurdity of the idea that the 
world created itfelf ? Is the Creator and 
the creature the fame ? Did not the con- 
tradi&ion ftrike you at the fiift moment ? 

Is 
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Is it eafier for you, and more adequate 
to your reafon, to believe that the world 
was formed by chance, than to acknow- 
ledge an almighty, all wife, and good 
Creator ? Oh, Prince \ how much are 
you corrupted by this fhameful book !" 

" Certainly, if you fuppofe that the 
world, before it exifted, poffeffed with- 
in itfelf.a power by which it produced 
itfelf, this would be undoubtedly the 
greateft cdntradi£tion : — But I do not 
fuppofe fo ; its materials did exift^ and 
confifted merely in little folid indivifible 
bodies or parts, which are called atoms* 
Thefe from their gravity had been fall- 
* ing frqm eternity, in perpendicular lines 
through the immenfity of fpace. One 
of thefe forfook fortuitoufly its perpen- 
dicular direction, carried along with it a, 
fecond, and thefe two ftill more, and 
from this concurrence arofe heaven and 
earth, and all which exifts in them." 



« 



And 
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" And you take this nonfenfe for pro* 
bability ? However, we will confider 
every part of your fyftem feparately, 
which you muft not think to be the 
invention of your author ; for firft 
Democritus, and after him Epicurus 
adopted it ; and Cicero has fo excel- 
lently refuted it, that this alone would 
be quite fufficient. He fays, fome where* 
to the beft of my recolleftion * — 

€€ That any one (hould maintain that 
this beautiful and, perfeft world was 
formed accidentally from fingle and folid 
corpufcles, I am not muchfurprized; but 
I do not at all perceive, why fuch a one 
(hould not believe, that if we fhook to- 
gether a great number of letters, and 
then threw them upon the earth, the 
•Annals of Ennius would arife from 
them. I do not think that chance 

* De Nat. Dcor. II. 37. 

could 
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could ever compofe one verfe. And 
ftill further, if I am not miftaken," con- 
tinues he, <c if the world could have 
been formed by the junftion of atoms* 
why did they not form fome city, or a 
tolonade, or temple, or a houfe, iince 
all thefe require lefs, and are more eafily 
conftrufted ? However, as I faid be- 
fore, we will not reft our proofs upon 
the authority of another, but go regu- 
larly through the fyftem, for it lofes 
much by the hypothefis with which you 
are obliged to preface it." 

** You fuppofe it fpace, in which the 
atoms exifted, and were falling perpen- 
dicularly ; that accident has driven one 
from its courfe towards another, and 
that thefe two agam carried away more 
with* them, and by that means every 
firing was created. Now give me leave 
to afk you — What is fpace ? Can you 
form to yourfelf any other idea of it 

than, 
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than, (what expreffion muft I ufe) the 
circumference of the univerfe ? 

The Prince remained filent. 

" I cannot. To me the idea of fpace 
is infeparable from that of the corporeal 
world, as the idea of fhade is from that 
of light. And if you fuppofe an infi- 
nite fpace ! It does not, however, follow 
from that, that an infinite number of 
bodies alio muft have exifted, which it 
had furrounded ; or, if you like it better, 
by which it had been furrounded ! For 
*xov&d not this be a new* contradiction ? 

However, we will let that alone; for 
the idea of fpace is beyond my philofo- 
phy, and I had rather confefs this, than 
dogmatically obtrude my opinion upon 
any one. — But let us proceed (till fur- 
ther. I will afk you, what the atoms 
ifcuft peculiarly- be, for you could give 
me no other anfwer oji that head, than 

propofing 
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propofmg to me, as you already have 
done, a new hypothefis. But how can 
you maintain that they fell perpendicu- 
larly, as there* exifted no bafis, from 
which they could at firft have taken their 
pofition ? What was ip the boundlfcfs 
and empty fpace, according to your 
ideas, either beneath or above I And if 
I fhould not confider that, but fuppofe 
every thing to have been as you fay it 
was, what power was it then, which 
drove the firft of thofe atoms from its 
original dire&ion towards another, and 
thefe again to others? And, in fhort, 
where was the point at which they 
ceafed to fall in perpendicular lines ? 
Was it chance ? Muft that not alfo have 
its origin ? or, to exprefs myfelf more 
clearly, muft not fome power precede 
that which caufes this chance ? If we 
know that power, we no longer call it 
chance. From hence it feems, that a 
circumftance may^ appear to be acci- 

* dental 
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dental to one perfon and not to ano- 
ther. — Is this evident to you ? " 



<< 



Perfeaiy." 



€t Does it not ftill follow that a cir- 
cumftance may appear to us merely 
accidental, which is not fo in itfelf ? 

u It does notfeem to be otherwife," 

• 

« That moreover the concatenation 
of the atoms cannot be in itfelf accu 
dental, but muft only appear fo to us ? '' 

« Certainly" 

€€ And how, if chance brought them 
together muft not one of them have 
wandered from its original dire£tion? 
Is not this as much as faying that 
there was a power previoufly exifting 
which caufed this?" 



a 



After 



( 68 ) 

€i After all the conclufions which 
you premifed ; it muft be fo ! " 

" And what is this power, if it is 
not God ? — Do not thefe contradi£ii- 
ons ftrike' you ? — But to conclude 
entirely j I will grant that every thing 
hitherto was the effe£t of thought; 
Who arranged thefe atoms fo as to 
form fuch an admirable and won- 
derful mafterpiece as the boundlefs 
univerfe ? — Who breathed life into 
man and brute ? Who was able 
to unite every thing together fo that 
there is no where to be found one 
vacancy, but in every place the mod 
perfect order ? Who created thofe 
atoms ? Oh Prince ! do you not feel 
within. yourfelf that it muft be a God ? " 

" Yes I feel it, and always have 
felt it ; but I would willingly be able 
to prove it, and from thence arofe my 

doubts. 
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doubts. Would you have me take 1 
fentiment for truth ? " 

" To what point will you at laft 
come ! — Is not the refle&ion, that there 
is a God, who watches over our fate, 
more agreeable than the fuppofition that 
we are dependent upon chance ? " 

u Yes, upon that very ground I 
fhould like to have incontrovertible 
reafons to convince me of it. 3 



yy 



" Oh Prince ! I am forry that you 
fliould ftill defire them. How could 
you by your feeble reafon form an 
idea of a being for whom we have 
not even any fufficient expreffion ; 
who is far too fublime to be reprefent- 
cd at all by us." 

u But why fhould our underftandings 

be limited exa&ly there, when it would 

be 
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be fo beneficial to us if we could fee 
further? " 



€t Why has not a , child the under- 
ftanding of a man ?-— Could not God 
when he was forming his creatures, 
give them the minds of angels } — and 
is a truth lefs a truth becaufe we can- 
not prove it a priori ? — Can you prove 
to any one the exiftence of the fun, 
or even your own exiftence ? ', 

Cf He fees both, and that is the beft 
proof." 

u But how will you convince an 
klealifl who confiders every thing, 
except himfelf as a deception ? — You 
fee from this, that the moft evident 
and cleareft truths are the leaft -demon- 
Arable except by experience. — Yet I 
will fee whether the creature is able 

to 
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to give a proof of the exiftence of his 



eternal creator J 



j> 



u If you difcover upon a defart Ifland 
fome confiderable work, would you not 
conclude from thence that men muft 
have lived there before, to whom it 
owes itV origin ? " 



Undoubtedly. 



M 



" Or could you fuppofe, that the 
wind had driven together the materials 
from every country, and united them 
together according to the rules of art ? 
would you not think him a madman 
who w^fcl fupport fuch a fuppofi- 
tion ?" 

<€ I could not think otherwife." 

€€ And what is more natural than the 
conclufion : that there is a world, and 

con- 
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confequently a Creator. We perceive 
the effeft, and muft acknowledge the 
caufe. To me this is very clear ; and 
if you will not grant that, you muft, 
however, at leaft coofefe that we have 
more proof* for, than* againft die exift- 
ence of a God ! And if this is the cafe, 
acknowledge then with humility the li- 
mits of our reafon, which we cannot go 
beyond, without irrecoverably bewil- 
dering ourfelves ; and adore that which 
you cannot Comprehend." 

During this difepurfe the night had 
come on. The heavens were « foene, 
and illuminated with fparkfing ftars. 
The Bi^iop opened the window, and 
led the Prince to it. 

" Behold l" f*id he, if the immeafur- 

able expanfe, in which are myriads of 

world?/ that our eye i« wt a We to 

l reach* 
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reach. Adore him whom you are not 
able to comprehend !" 

The Prince funk upon his knees, and 
the Bifhop with him. 

"Yes, here in -the duft do I adore 
thee, oh Eternal God ! Oh pardon, par- 
don the weaknefs of thy feeble creature ! 
— Thou univerfe, and ye innumerable 
worlds, proclaim to me that there is a 
God, our Creator ! Yes, Thou art ! Thou 
art ! Thou art !" 

9 

To this fcene, which never will be 
erafed from my memory, there fucceeded 
a long paufe v No found of prayer was 
perceptible ; but it was fufficiently evi- 
dent, from the countenance of the 
ftipplicants, that no words could exprefi 
their feelings which could only be in- 
telligible to him who knows our 
thoughts even before they exift. 

VOL. III. E LET- 
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LETTER XI. 

V 

JOHNSON TO LOUD SEYMOUR. 

Dccimbcr the VJj 

IT is true, that for this time, my let* 
ter will reach you a cogfideraUe lime 
later than formerly. \ had. no fobje# 

to write upans all is in ajfeite #*#. Th* 

Bifhop vifits the Prince,. and the Prinze 
returns his viiit ; their fondnefs for each 
other igcreefes d^ly., But 5 it is very fiflgu- 
Jar to me, thaj the Fierce ihwld find it 
fo difficiilt t« pwfiie thO'Tight ro^d. H* 
is now in thft q?Ltren^e> and it wantt 
very little to make him a bigottettfa* 
natic- WhjKl 1» acknowledges ths 
principal truitfw of oxx religion, othe* 
ideas have again affociated themfelves* 
which, perhaps, p^judice aad educa? 

tlOH 
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tion have cemented to his foul, ant} 
render it, for that reafon, more difficult 
for hkn to get the better of them. Th« 
Bifhop is not at all pleafed with that j 
but what can he do ? 

He is afraid to root out the wheat 
with the weeds, and feems only to wait 
for a certain time, when he has nothing 
more to fear from that ; and the Prince 
is convinced of the truth. To .work 
there is nothing left untried. 

The Prince has got acquainted; 
tbfcough the BifliQp, with feveral priefts; 
hut principally with one Sebaftian, who 
has fhewn a great affe&ion for him, and 
is his perpetual companion. No worn 
der that he is- very, often with us, for the 
Prince-— ( whjo h^s already repofed an ran* 
limited confidence in the Bifhop) looks 
upon this favourite in' a- very high. light; 
Thus much is certain, that this. Scbailian 

£ 2 is 
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U a man of the world ; but that he is 
poffeffed of the goodnefs of heart which 
characterizes the Bifhop, I have niy 
doubts. The hypocrite appears in his 
countenance, although he knows how to 
hide it. That the Bifhop does, not fufpeft 
him, proves nothing in favour of him 
that will fubvert my opinion ; for, it is 
Well known that the beft of hearts are 
frequently the eafieft to be impofed 
upon. 

The Bifhop has indeed great (kill in 
finding out the character of a man ; but 
he did not fee this Sebaftian behind the 
fcene6, as I did 5 they think nothing of 
him, and, on that account, do not fufpe£t 
him. What confirms the truth of my 
former affertion, is, that Sebaftian en- 
courages the Prince in his fanatical 
manner of thinking ; he a&s thus be- 
fore him ; but, when the Bifhop is pre- 
fent> he difplays again the man of fci- 

enceJ 
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race, who only is fatisfied with the 
marrow, and throws away the bones. 
But with what (kill he contrives all this 
you muft judge for yourfelf. It is fin* 
gular that the Prince did not difcover 
any thing in him, although he is not 
quite blind in fuch cafes. Yet I will, 
for the prefent, fufpend my judgment. 
Perhaps I may have been miftaken. 
Since I have known the Bifliop, I have 
quite another opinion of fome of the 
priefts here. 

• 

The Armenian and his companions 
have not made the lead noife, and the 
Prince, defirous of hearing fomething 
certain about him, becomes daily more 
and more impatient ; for, thefe words, 
u Thou {halt knows him nearer, if thy 
obedience makes thee worthy of it. M 
And alfp the hiftory of^Civitella dill 
perplexes him. 

£S The 
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Thfc Brinbe cannot (peak to the Cw* 
$9*1 ; for hfe illnefe has either mcreaf- 
sd than leffencd. To; avoid any thing 
tfcai might remind him t>f his tiephew, 
he is gone+toHi&eftate in the cbuntiy. 



Iketmbtt the 4tL 

]. HOW ibafl ^ relate to you a piece 
of oe^s r wlwh caufes- the greateft for- 
row ? God of heaven ! fyluft- eveiy. 
thing that is good «id virtuou§ fall tof 
the grpuxid ? - .•■.•* 

r 

* - - . » 

_ I was obliged to recover the /hock 
I revived before I could continue wrk> 
iog. The Bifihop is dead 1 To-dajr 
we receive the terrible news. He had 
an epileptic fit, All lament his death* 
but the Prince is inoonfolabJe. Alas j 
he has fuffered a great lofs I He was 
here laft night, with fcveral other priefts. 

and 
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ta8 fjttJrtr SdM&ffc. Y¥e etrtertained 
the fociety till late at night/With "the vi- 
vacity of his converfation, and was fo 
weH pte&fed with his vifit that he neg- 
le&el going to reft it his ufiial hour j 
which he feWoto miffed. 

« 

Before he went home, he complained 
of the head-ach $ but, he obferved alfo, 
that he had fifth attacks vety often, and 
no perfon thought that they were the 
ik&mxoete of bad confequences. — He 
fe«o more. 

- Vm yato fttfd teats for ; a good wan, 
fefcrific* etjft to the memory of him !— i 
In him the Prince — alas ! not the Prince 
feidy; ih him the world lias fuffered 
an ifreparabte lofe ! He was the firm 
fopporter of hu*nanity. 

I fleeter fpoke to him \ I only faw hi* 
adions -> but, from thofe, I cannot think 

e 4 any 
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any man ever was more worthy of efteena 
than he was. 

If faints are worfhipped, he certainly 
ought to occupy the highefl place 
among them, for, although he negle&ed 
the fcourge* he fulfilled the will, of 
God— 

I have juft left the Prince. Hie weeps 
for him I — Sorrow fometimes becomes 
a pleafure. — He had a great defire to 
fee the corpfe of his beloved friend once 
more ; but he was hot admitted. They 
faid that they had forwarded it imme- 
diately, according to his laft will* to 
**mo, as foon as they were fure of his 
being dead; for he defired to reftneas 
the remains of his friends. — I hope thi^ 
is true, and that he was not facrificed to 
malice ! The fudden removal of the 
corpfe certainly makes this fomewhat 
probable. 

I was 
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I was in the Prince's room when 
father Sebaftian came with a feated 
parcel. 

€€ Here is fbmething for you, from 
our deceased friend ; perhaps it con- 
tains his laft will, which he trufts to your 
care. I faw it in his writing defk, be- 
fore they found him dead. The direc- 
tion (truck me, and the addition upon 
it, to deliver it to you immediately after 
his death, may excufe this fudden ftep 
which I have taken, — for having brquglit 
it to you without the knowledge of any 
other perfon." . '* 

Tears almoft made the words of Se- 
baftian unintelligible. Oh! I cer- 
tainly have wronged him ; for he feri- 
oufly bewails the death of the Bifhop ! 
« — But it may be diflimulation. 

r E 5 The 



thw&d lain. He open- 
t£d the parcel immediately, and ran 
over it's contents haftily, which feemed 
to make a deep impreffion upon him. 
A He communicated nothing to the pivefi> 
-and lacked himfelf up in his room, »s 
ibon as he was gone- 

* • 

I could not learn atoy thing abcritt 
. it ; but I feel £o rtmch interested in it, 

that I (hall not think k difhonouxahfe to 

open the writing deflc of the Prince, as 
. foon as an opportunity offers. Perhaps 

we may obtain a key to many other 

things. 

I fliall, in this inftance, make Erne 
*xt?a£ts, by which means you will be 
able to judge for yourfelf. I wifhed 
long ago to do fo, but found no op- 
portunity,^ 
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The parcel rouft contain intelligence 
of great confequence. The Prince is 
ftill engaged in £enafing it, and has 
given orders for us to fuffer no perfon 
to enter his room, life countenance is 
vary feriou^nd gloomy , his eyes fcem 
to exprefs aftonifliment and rage ; his 
ftmws, iarhfch the death of £he Btfhop. 
%*fl ofccafioned, appear to be forgotten. 
Iff -ewiofrfy is ralrfcd to the higheft 
18teh, tod I can fcarcely wait for thfe 
%>^^elo fkti^ tnyfelfand yotu 
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LETTER XII. 

JOHNSON TO LORD SEYMOUR. 

December tie gti. 

4 

ARM yourfelf, friend, to hear things 
which will aftonifh you. My coixjeo 
tures have not deceived me. The par- 
cel contains things of the greateft coiv- 
fequence. The whole of kkft night I 
/pent in reading h through, "at the 
greateft hazard of being difcovered> 
The Prince does not go out fo gene- 
rally as he did, but receives his vifitors 
in his hotel. And, if that did not hap- 
pen, I was prevented by other circum- 
ftances from purfuing my plan. Laft 
night he went to-bed very early, and I 
ventured to creep into his room, al- 
though fome of his people fleep under 
if. With the gr^tfft care I opened 

the 
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Hie writing-delk, and took out the pa£ 
eel. The contents I here communicate 
to you. 

* Prince ! 

„ " My death unravels a hiftory which 
I was obliged to conceal from you* 
during my life time, to continue un- 
known. It was my only wifl* to live 
in obfeurity, for I could not eipe& ever 
to obtain the fovereignty : liften then to 
my hiftory from the beginning to the end 

. \ I 9m a *** Prince, and the eld- 
eft toother of die prefent regent * * *. 
. — I i*rattkl*n0t difcover myfelf to you* 
fearful that I might inflame you to un- 
foafonable revenge, and by that means 
deprive flayfelf of my quietude; Asfoon 
as ipy shgy called me to your affifiance, 
my hea|t willingly accprded with thp 
invk^&P; ai|d it cpft jne. a defperate 
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$R»£gfe ^(OVtain that. fortitude, wftiefr 
9?a& seqpved, set to'prefc you,:my fte- 
phew, immediately to my heart }. and* . I 
am confident, you muft have perceived 
my embarraflment at oUr.ftsft- kileYview, 
which arofe from the fame caufe. I 
Aafeght ft ptudent 16 a& drag, as 1 wifli- 
*d to go down in peace sir 4Ay £ittv4, 
feecaii&-f w«» wttfute thftthaflfcwtt%j£ 
myCdti to y6u\ yfcfcr wigfft/ pe*hap%ifBfR* 
ttflfote««k*iaHy fcrtrtyfetineV TheftlL 
lewmg hiftory wflt^viMe y*w th4f-f 
^rtyew «e>l)F #el*ti6n, • •'■ '' ' ;• ^-— v» 

--> l : w** heft <*6^ trie cifcw*j ii^l of 
ohy ftiWe rbfher fcaftetg tikef&tottta&fe 
4«Siy 'tfie preft nt * ^^"yto^ricte, 
-Ydut f^er^ is m> *i^¥#^fi«-'W*Btt* 

sdSBKtft W> i>ne, aritf IftdJ flfola&lf fittfefc 

total *gaift-- m a .t**le¥ fr&tfi ^fer^ 

*>rtg-fep«rMk*: - SetweaiPitfpltgfftftft 

fOefertf .'*!»>. 4hW.*«li&e#, ftWii Wfr 

**ffc»cy> r afrttfle&tiflaie'>ft offite&tt, 

•-••- : which 

8 
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m&idk tkrigiut&L IKm our tbeiDg&ift 
eppaftte chstaftess. As be edrantftdl 
in years bis enmity ijeoame wrafe $ for 
1m eafiiy perceived, thai £ was fa* 
perior to him in rank, and that the 
aftwtEi was jny inheritance. His .an* 
iatissi irode the jfirft intolerable to him* 
pad, in ibe Ja^ he was a£ftwted fry the 
impolitic defee of ifii ribfolitte autho* 
obf • He >fooght as *nuch :as pofftbfc 
to avoid wy ifeciety, and treated me 
tori& Aatxesemofly which is invented 
and pcaftifad tnsety by;tbofe who xegwd 
not the tender ties <£ irdatmafiiip. He 
never caited me brother, and the mom 
£*ndearotiocdtfo witi his srffe&tin by 
ray ^jodicondyft, the Jttoirohe afefented 
hdmfetf: from roes- Nature had cudbvred 
rte Ti^dh Apericr JtelentB, wiped* caufed 
sny patent*, iutif 4hsr asher-port* dFlho 
family^ todtvemefincerely^ arafrtwhicb 
lacvnftfi hisAateedL > G» ^e oomwry, 
yen fathsmms o& xnooli^hewofe *t> 

tached 
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( 88 ). 

tacfaed to me, and God grant that yo* 
may enjoy that happjnefs, which his 
brotherly love gave me. My. fattier 
was very feeble, and gradually declined 
in his health. He had a great defire to 
fee me married in hia life, to witnefs, 
perhaps an offspring. How was it poffi* 
ble for me not to fulfil ths will of a father, 
who only entreated where . he could 
Jiave commanded. The convention 
pointed ont.'tonge a fpoufe from. the 
**4** hoiife, and it was a. pleafant 
oircumftahce to me, that I", had three 
filters to choofe from. , Idkl not hefi- 
tate which to accept. . I. pitched upon 
Ainelia, who, . although .not fa. beau- 
tiful as her filters, yet far furpaf* 
fed them in livelinefs and .temper. 
Though my hairs have long been whit- 
ened by age, yet whillt I write this I 
flied tears of joy, facred to the day 
when flje fwore - eternal love to me at 
the altar. When the ceremony was 
I.. ;.) con- 
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concluded; I conduced my fpoufe, M 
the hereditary princefs, to my father's 
houfe. She loved me, not as a roy- 
al confort, to whom the homage of 
a court was due, but one whom Ihe 
could prefc tenderly to her heart as her 
hufband and friend. I was the happi- 
eft man in the world ; I feldom quitted 
the fociety of my Amelia; lhe was alL 
to me.* Such perfeft domeftic happi^ 
pefs as we enjoyed few princes ca» 
t>oaft of Our mutual love and happir 
nefs was every where fpoken of with 
veneration. Before a year was elapfed* 
lhe was brought to-bed of a boy, and, 
the country celebrated this event with, 
great fplendor. She nourifhed* him at 
her breaft, and delighted to fee him, 
walk in leading firings. -It was firmly 
refolved not to truft the child in the 
hands of hirelings, but to educate him 
ourfelves, Alas! ifty happinefs was 
too great to laft long. I was fooj$ 

dafhed 



( 90 f 

Mhcd Item it* pinnacle. My father 
engaged in the War Which broke out 
with *thc enemies of his allies, the 
**d«* Hty duty calfed trie into the 
j8eM. The low I bote' your "father, 
Trho had already buffered 'trmdk feom 
the enemy, oveifcamfc the anxieties of 
my beteted fpoufK She difmHFed me 
Wtth fortktirie, -without a tear, yet fhfr 
ttnfldhot confcre&l the etnbfrotis of he* 
JbtiV, wTrenlhe^bught wemi^ht tievef 
meet agaifi. tte* feft prayer w&s for 
^fttyfafety.-^Itliounted ifcy'htfrfe. The 
fbtmd 6f Anitas- and trtmpets thrfeit 
every weak ftrifatiati fitwm my iftind, 
ttrdy cour agfeotlfliy, f led my feldiers to 
Ae field X)f batfle. Tlhey were all well 
difeipfaxed, and I had theft Confidence' 
attd love: what couM I hope other- 
#Bfe ftran to Tettrfnhrome viftorious ? — • 
My fifft plans facteeded. From two 
battles I returned a conqueror and the 
ttiemy began already to ftkr my Supe- 
riority. 
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iiufity. One .'effort more wv ^to iA 
made upon the fbrtrefs of ****, and 
which, if I facceeded in taking, all 
Would be completed. The evening be** 
fore the battle, I encouraged taf fotdiers, 
and all facie either to be Tifiorfous 
«r to die. At the breakof day, we match* 
ed to meet the enemy, and formed n 
Ikie of battle in a place cwell dhuated 
for the purpofe. My onen foughfc 
like lions, and <be enemy behave* with 
tquai gtUant*?. They were jeeiliaraarfc 
itoWjtittili they were iatetefled in ah* 
tvent* *nd victory *em»edk»g node* 
aided. At laft k piared inAveurJof^js^ 
The enemy began to yield, and I .drat* 
xnanded the heavy c&ralfy to cbaifr 
fword in hand. I headed my petpfe* 
which inflamed them with new cm* 
rage. A ball which ft ruck me upon mp 
head, caufed me to fall from my ho*fe * 
and four months I lingered without mp 
fenfes. When I came tq myfelf 1 ftpuid 

that 
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that I was in the hands of my enemies. 
They had difcovered me naked upon 
the field of battle ; and, when they faw 
figns of life in me, I was carried with 
the Wounded to the hofpitaL The con- 
tufion in my head was very dangerous ; 
they were obliged to trepan me ; and, 
after the accounts which they gave me, 
as to the manner that they proceeded, 
it is almoft incredible how I efcaped 
\ with my life. Alas I better had it been, 
diat I had died, tor the forrows whiclj I 
wa^ doomed to fufier, were ?Jmoft too 
much for me to boar, and 1 aqi not 
able, io comprehend how I fuiyived 
them.. 'My'firft inquiries were after 
my father and my wife : alas ! oh God I 
what did I hear ? As foon a& I fell 
from my horfe, the courage of my men 
failed' them, and, the enemy taking 
advantage of their confufion, made a 
fierce attack, and gained with eafe a 
complete vi&ory . This, unhappy news 
; , , caufed 
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caufed my father's death, and my wife 
foon followed him. My little fon alfo 

* * 

died a few weeks after My eldeft bro- 
ther had ufurped the reins of govern- 
ment in the name of my child, who 
Was not old enough, and he was pro* 
claimed regent of * * * with the great- 
eft fplendor. What I felt by this in- 
formation no words can exprefs. I 
had* loft all ! I thought it not proper 
<fo make myfelf known ; and, when I 
was entirely reftored, they difmiflfed me 
without ranfom, and many of the of. 
ficers there mad£ me rich prefents. I 
would not venture to wait upon my 
brother, though he feemed to me very 
friendly, during the war, in which he 
alfo had affifted. It was as if a fecret 
power deftined me A for deftru£Hon. 
How could I be an agreeable gueft, as 
my exiftence muft neceflarily deprive 
him of the crown, and I could not ex- 
peft any mercy from him in that cafe, 

as 



as he alw&y* bated me ; and the loys 
which he fbowed me dwiag the cam* 
j&ttgn difptayed- only bis hypocrify, 
3* 1. could eafily perceive. I went to my 
fafcher-m-law ; but I was a long tim* 
before I/could fpeak to hiiBi for, in my 
drefc they- would not* fuflfer m0. to ap? 
proach him, and I was not wilting to 
difcQvec myfelf to any body but to bim> 
At lqfi: I Succeeded in obtaining a 
hearing, whilft he was. walking' to, hid 
carriage at. a country feat, for which 
opportunity I was obliged to wait for 
more : than four hours $ but the iffue of 
it was not whai I expe&ed. Mnefo 
and/ forrew^ had quite. disfigured me': her 
thought me an irapoftor \ and I ought 
to thank God that I was not dragged 
to a dungeon. I mentioned ta him 
eve*y trifling, cjrcumflance, even.whei* 
I-cowtedhi^da^Uff^iut4twasx)f>^ 
,ufe f The. cle«xc&. praaf. to. Aegean* 
fear^w^ tbatthfy r hadfouod mywrpfe 

upon 



apon the f|eld of battle; that ray wife 
and brother bad adoiQwledged it to 
be fach, apd that it was. buried, in the 
us$glt of agy aaceftors* and that they ftiH 
hi miffed i^y death* To recover my 
Ml Of owjQ (heated to, me impoffible* 
Mjfi focond heathen oa whom I refted 
my r hope^, wa* upon his travels, I. 
made: myfelf: eafy in my fituation, and 
thought it infinitely bettor to do fo, than 
to fry to afcend the throae by the blood 
of my felfew creatures, even if it we*e 
poffitye for me to find a power to 
afGjft me, fince fuccefc in the attempt 
would not have been any recom* 
penfe to ipe, for that which I had 
loft, I bought with the money th# 
I was. poflfeffed of, a guittar, entirely 
reconciled myfelf to my fate s and, with^ 
out having any plan for the. future, I 
travelled from place to pkee, and 
earned my bread at the doors of weal-, 
thy people, This maimer «fiife perfe&t 
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ly agreed with my fituation, for, as. 
every thing in the world had become 
indifferent to me, I found it welcom* 
to me. I happened one day to pafs 
through a village on the borders of * *. 
As it began to grow dark when I ar- 
rived, I refolved to pafs the night there* 
It was on a Sunday ; and I was entreat* 
ed by the guefts of the alehoufe * to en- 
tertain them with my guittari I began* 
and fang a romance which I had com- 
pofed myfelf from my own hiftory, but 
which could not eafily be diftfovered, 
becaufe it treated of a Prince who was 
in the power of malevolent fairies. I ufed 
to fing it better than any other, for it 
was my favourite fong, as my fenfations 
could be more ftrfcngly exprefled by it, 
and without betraying myfelf ; for who 
would have fufpefted in my perfoh the 
hereditary Prince of * * *, whom they 
concluded was no more. I felt a par-* 
ticular forrow fo long as I travelled in 

my 
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my native country, when the bells fang- 
for my death *, and which had already 
anaouncsd that my Amelia was no 
more ; alas ! could I but haye recovered 
her again* how willingly would I have 
renounced all claims to the diadem and' 
purple robes. The tolling of bells 
brought her lofs frefh to my mind, and 
it was as if my heart was fevered by a 
two-edged fword. I was attentive to a 
my guitar, and faw not what was 
going forwards about me. I had finish- 
ed. The country people were all fit- 
ting round roe, and almoft loft in at- 
tention and aftoniflunenr. The land* 
lord an invalid, with a wooden leg, 
flood before me in his foldier's drefs, 
^nd furveyed me narrowly ; I thought 1 
his countenance was familiar to me. 

* It is a cuflora in Germany, whenever a Prince 
dies, to ring the passing-bell eyery evening for a 
certain period. 

vol, m, * Fetch 
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* Fetch the beft that you have in your 
iioufe, mother/ he exclaimed, * and % 
put it before the guitar-man\ — He 
came nearer to me, and faid; * Per- 
haps you do not know what a happy 
day this is to me ; your fong is a faith- 
ful reprefentation «f the. fate of our 
hereditary Prince.' He took off his cap. 
I became anxious. * I feryed under him, 
and was in the fame engagement, when 
he loft his life and I my leg. I would 
willingly have died in his ftead ! The 

rafcal who {hot him ! but we dare 

not fpeak what we know 5 if he was 
alive, it would be better for our coun- 
try/ — € Yes/ faid the countryman, and 
praifed me fo much, that I was fcarcely 
able to maintain my character. c You 
fee/ faid the landlord, c that I am cloth- 
ed in my regimentals ! It is my birth- 
day, and it is then only, and on great 
feftivals, that I put them on. Let us 
be merry ! Indeed it would be better 
for us, if our happy hereditary Prince 

was 
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was living ! I have many times flood 
near to him, and have converted with 
him !' He wiped a tear from his eye, 
and I was obliged to turn from him. I 
knew but too weil who the landlord 
was. He had ferved in the guard, and 
was very well known to me. — * You 
fhould have feen him/ he continued. 
£jf I defcribed him to you, I ftiould fay 
he looked exa£tly like this guitar-man, 
only he was handfomer ; his height was 
the fame. We ought not to make fuch 
a companion ; but an hereditary Prince 
is made of the fame materials as a. 
guitar-man, and the difference confifts 
only in this, that the Alnfiighty gave 
the one a fceptre and the other a gui- 
tar/ — He once more looked at me. c Yes, 
exactly his features ! He appeared fo 
the moment I faw him/ He took a 
full bumper. — * To the memory of our 
hereditary Prince '/ he exclaimed — and 
all followed his example. I was 

f 2 anxious 
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^nxious not to be kno\vn, apd began 
immediately to play a lively tune, to 
turn the attention of the people to ano- 
ther objeft. I fucceeded, but n#t with 
the wifh of the landlord ; he remained 
thoughtful. The countrymen at laft 
difperljed, and the landlord took rpe 
afide. He fpoke to me bare headed. 
* You are our grajcipus Prince. I kqow 
you well •!' I affe&ed to laugh, aflrf aip- 
fwered € He is dead ; you yourfelf 
faid for <I faid fo, but I thought 
otherwife. No one will fuppofe that I 
am in pofleffipn of a fecret, which is 
known to very few. You may tell me 
who you are. Do aot think tliat J will 
betray jrou. I had an idea, that you 
might ftrll be alive ; and, as I read in 
the newfpapere, that at **d**, fome- 
body had giv6n himfelf out to be the 
hereditary prince of * * *, I becaipe 
more fure of it ; and, when I faw you, 
I knew you fo well that I was confident 

I was 
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I was not miftakeii. Speech and every 
thing elfe agrees. Our hereditary 
Prince played alfo upon the guittar, arfti 
fiiftg' weH. I have mafty times liftencd 
to his mufic, wheA I flood centinel be- 
fore his tent, hi the laft campaign^ and 
I crept, veiy often behind his tent to 
hear him play. However, it never 
would have come into ihy mind t6 feek ' 
in your {Jerfon the Princfe, did not I 
know what I do, and had not your con- 
dutt betrayed ^oti 5 a* I told the coun- 
trymen, that between you atid the<he- 
rfeditaiy Prince theite was the greateft 
fimilarity/ He feized ttiy hind ,ttifft 
affe&iori. SQh! let me liefer 4* < frol* 
you* o#n mouthy dlthoUgb4 *Wl cWrtHi 
dent that ybu »eobur«igdy»^i^rfe^ 
tary Pritici V : I ttmtfti u tfcajfrfMBakrf 
tain my. difguifc. '-i^3ifcpVer*d IntyADf 
to Kim. Ha prddont idbJAtft fe tte 
f>refeiKfe"o£»the countrymen, when he 
knew mei was a fufficient proof of his 

f S inte- 
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integrity ; and from him I learnt things 
which made my hair ftand upright, 
and taught me to avoid in future, more 
carefully, my native country. c Do 
you know/ continued he, * from whom 
the ball came that difmounted you? 
From one of your own foldiers. When 
you fell, another ball alfo killed my 
comrade, and I, at the fame time, loft 
my leg. I fell near him. I was ly- 
ing there in the . moft excruciating 
pain. When the tumult of the battle ceas- 
ed $ his piercing fhrieks brought me to 
my fenfes ; and I had power and fenfe 
enough left to bind up my wound 
*$ well as I poffibly could* He 
now perceived that I was ftijl alive* 
Kill jjtt brother, do me that favour ! 
he esclattacd* j fo» do not kill me, I 
an* not worthy of fucb mercy ! I deferve 
the dreadful torments I endure — for I 
have murdered our hereditary Prince ! 
The curfed money of his brother tempt- 
ed 
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ed me to commit that horrid deed. Now 

hell drags me down ! He died uttering 

the moft frightful curies.' — So much 

deliberate villainy 1 did not expeft 

from my brother, but I experienced 

pangs ftiU more terrible. — As they 

could not find my body upon the field 

of battle, they took from the fpot that 

of another perfon who refenibled me, 

and by disfiguring his face produced it 

as my corpfe. But my inhuman brother 

was not yet fatisfied. He poifoned my 

fpoufe and little fon, and I will not 

prefume to fay with certainty, that he 

did not fend out of the world hy that 

means, my father. God will judge 

him — I leave it to his confcience.— I 

remained at the Invalids feveral qays, X 

.obliged him to promijp me an t eternal 

filence of what he kfte^ aQocontinuea 

$ny journey. At J*** I^was'taKjeh Hi 

with a bad fever, and I found a home 
■ it . , » 

in the convent ***, where they took 

f 4 great 
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great care of me. One day I was 

laying almoftcxhaikfted after a fit, whew, 
raifmg my eyes, I faw a monk fit- 
ting upon my bed, who feemed to 
take particular care of me. I lobked 
at him, and beheld Father Lorenzo, 
who was formerly in the content ***, 
which I vifited very often, on account 
of its romantic fituation, and his fociety 
which Ipreferredtothat of all the other 
priefts. The good monk knew me 
immediately ; and as he fearetl I might 
betray myfetf during the delirium $ he 
had taken the trouble to watch me 
fcimfelf. I commended his precaution, 
and thanked God that he had feat me 
a friend at fo critical a period, to whom 
I could entfuft the fecret of my rnisfctf- 
tunes. From that time the monk Lo- 
renzo was my conftant companion. At 
Jail I recovered, and felt an unconquer- 
able defiie to remain in the content. I 
had already got acquainted with many 

good 
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good friends there, and I could not 
bear to feparate from them, I was alfo 
tired of wandering about. Is it poffr* 
We, I exclaimed, to choofe a more 
noftle way of living, than that of ffudying 
the welfare of men ? And now my refo* 
Jutiorf was firm, to enter as one of their 
order. I was obliged to become a Rci- 
mdi Catholic* but wfto can blame me 
for that; Dotes not God know th* 
tieairt* And where cm vta find amofigft 
the fopporters of otir Religion* fuch con- 
dW& as amongft tie Catholics? TheJ 

ana bteated fat intolerance. — Do they 
Squire what we believe before they do it 
£cx*i a&ion ? Never i They give to Mm 
Who watn*$ Tifithotat fefpeft or prefer 
*ncfc. Where is there a d&ettine which 
« taugftt by the CathoBc church* WhftA 
46es riot agree with the pureft* priati- 
f*fe 6f rnofaflfty *— That monks fcnie- 
tfrnfcs ab&fey it muft n<Dt be denied:, &adl 
*hicfo cfaaMt often be feid of the pro- 
s' 5 teflants. 
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teftants. However, I will not defend 
a ftep that my confcience never re* 
proached me for, and for which I ne- 
ver Was forry, but always found it be- 
neficialto me. I expeft the approach- 
ing hour when my Creator wiU call me 
to an account for all my a&ions, and 
I do not tremble at it. He wiU 
not afk, what did you believe? But, 
how didfl: thou a£t ? And what religion 
is moil defired by good monks ? Is it 
not that which I have embraced. I 
ipent a number of happy years in that 
convent — I care not what is faid againft 
them. I found this opinio^ confirmed, 
that an unhappy being cannot chufe a 
better refuge from his misfortunes, 
than the tranquil fcenes of a cloifter. I 
never fhould have left it, if I had not 
been obliged to do fo by neceflity. 
Heaven knows that my brother, found 
out the place of my retirement Father 

Lorenzo discovered a brother in our 

convent, 
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convent, who aimed at my life, and he 
confeffed that he was. hired to do fo by 
one of my brother officers. To pre- 
vent the execution of the diabolical 
defign, I left the convent -, and my fepa- 
ration coft me many tears — I travelled 
over * z . . • An account ; that I wag 
Hill alive, had alfo fpread there, * and 
made me particularly anxious for fear 
I ftiould be difcovered. The difcovery 
happened. But it was made by a friend, 
who became my fupport in that trying 
hour — This was the governor of**, 
who was fome time in the fervice of 
our court. By his interceffibn I ob- 
tained the Bifhoprick of * * * and as 
much as I ftruggled againft it, I was 
obliged to accept it. But in that fitu- 
ation I was not fafe from the revenge 
of my brother $ and he traded me left, 
as I was in a better fituation to do 
him material injury than when I lived 

p6 a* 
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an harmlefs monk in the convent of 
* * *. Sortie narrow efbapes, iftadtt 
roe anxious, and at laft obliged me to 
take up my abode here, and I found is* 
the doge of * * *, a gfeat prote&ef . 
By his influence, I alfo obtained per* 
miffion to preach at St. Mark's churchy 
which Anted my wifhes and incline 
turns. I had many enemies amtingft 
the clergy in this place, becaufe I did 
BOt always follow their example ; but I 
fuffered all very patiently, and thanked 
God, that this was not owing to- the ill 
will of my brother, whom I was wil- 
ling not to curie in my heart. With 
the relation of my misfortunes I could 
fin a folio volume ; but this is enough, 
my fon, to inftruft you in my hiftory, 
and to procure me after my death a tear 
.from my neareft relation, A certain 
prefumption tells me : I fhail not live 
long, and in that cafe I recommend to 
you, the prieft Sebaftian. You may 

fafely 
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ftfely follow his advice ; for I Have tried 
Mm and foilnd him fiaeere. Let him 
fioifer the work of your converfiori* 
which I hare beguti. He is wife, and 
unblefnifhed in word and deed. My 
bleffing attend you in every under- 
taking. Faretfeai.* 

" L. R. * * * ; formerly 
* fiereditaty Prmce of * * ♦. 

Welly friend, what do you« fay to 

this ? r 

The hiftory itfelf appears to me falfe. 
1 cannot help fufpe&ing. that it leads to 
the execution of a certain fcheme. 

* « 

It is very true that the deceafed Bi- 
fljop vfris a German, though no perfon 
wis acquainted with his rbal hi(fot% 
aAd ! whenever . the: Princfe fpofce of it> 
he turned the coAvdrfation to forte other 

fubjed. Every thing ftds Aseh a 'roman- 
tic 



( *io ) 

tic air, that although I know too weH 
that in the Prince's family there ar6 hid- 
den fome fecrets which no biographer 
can difclofe; yet, I cannot give cre- 
did to the Bifhop's hiftory. 

The Prince is fully convinced of the 
truth of the whole hiftory. I was pre- 
fent at a conference, which he had with 
Sebaftian, upon the fubje&. 

He thinks the Bifhop was his uncle, 
and that his hand-writing proves the 
faft. u On that account my grandfa- 
ther died fo fuddenly, and the daugh- 
ter-in-law and nephew followed him l n 
exclaimed' he, with a terrible voice, and 
fwore to be revenged upon the aflaffin. 

Sebaftian joined with him in his refo- 
lution, and made this obfervation : that 
it appeared clear, that Heaven had fe- 
lefted him for the holy talk of punifh- 
ing fuch a horrible crime* 

LIT- 



t 
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LETTER XIII. 

JOHNSON TO LORD SEYMOUR. 

December. 

THE good Baron F * * * is poifoned, 
by the command of the Prince. This is 
the recompence for his faithful attach- 
ment, Oh God ! ! ! The Prince is 

already fo far gone, that he fuffers his 
people to be aflaffinated clandeflinely ! 
I have heard it pofitively aflerted that 
he ordered it to be done $ and Bion- 
dello was fo quick in the execution, 
that I could not prevent it. They ac- 
cufed the good F * * * of having writ- 
ten letters to * *, in which he had ca- 
lumniated the Prince. The Count 
O * ** alfo it was faid, was a party 
concerned. Oh ! ye good people ! Ye 
intereft yourfelves too much for an un- 
worthy 
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worthy man ! It is probable, that the 
Baron has written (bmething to * * * 
that the Prince difiikes, but does he 
deferve to be affaffinated for it ? It is too 
common in this country. But blight not 
the Prince rather to thank him for it ? 
He certainly did it with no other view, 
than that the Wnce might leave Ve- 
nice, and extricate himfelf froifr a libjy- 
rinth, ih which he wHP be more and 
morfc entangled. Tffcat thfe masf could 
not have keen a&uated by batf motives; 
I will ftake my life, and all my hopes 
of eternal happinefs. 

4 

Several days later* 

AND yet friend, how mifefc&ly am 
I deceived' in my opinion of mankind. 
The BawwiF* ** and the CotmtO*** 
caiiflorbfe thofehoircftp^fenjr we had 
fuppofed the*; yetl irtuft fay thid,flfet 
hi their exoafe, they have fob much- itt^ 

terefted 
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terefted themfelves in the Prince's wel- 
fare. 

I have been 3gain to the Prince's 
writing-deflt, and feen all the letters 
from the Baron F*** to the Count 
O * * *, and alfo feveral of the laft, 
which Biondello, probably had inter- 
cepted, according to his orders. I 
judge -mdre favourably of ' the Prince's 
rafli iJtoceedings, yet I will not defend 
him ; for the letters are written in feck 
terms that one would fcarcely fufpeft 
the grfeiteft villain of being the author, 
and what is (till more terrible, it ap- 
pears very clear from their contents* 
that the Baron F*** poifoned the 
Prince's Greek lady, by command of 

the cdurt. 

• • # 

But they fhould have firft heard the 
Baron in his defence. Perhaps he ftill 
tfiay be innocent* for he .was very 

muck 
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much attached to the Prince, and rn 
all his a&ions, feemed a man of in- 
tegrity. I can hardly perfuade myfelf, 
that he could be the villain which is 
required to commit fuch -deeds 5 — to 
calumniate his matter, and poifon an 
innocent lady, ( who, according to the 
defcription of all that knew her, was ' 
an angel. I am perplexed in the 
extreme! I was prevented writing 
farther upon this bufmefs by a ftrange 
event. 

A man entered my room, and defired* 
in a very noify way, to be fhewn imme- 
diately to my matter. From his coun*. 
tenance I faw he was defperate : h% 
looked wild and in trouble. I mutt 
confefs that his appearance alarmed 
me. At the moment I felt embarraffed, 
I. knew not how to addrefs him. Ob- 
ferving that I hefitated, he repeated his 
demand once more > with terrible threats. 

Anxious 
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Anxious to know the purport of his 
• vifit, I attended the fellow to the Prince. 
As foon as he faw him, he rallied upon 
him, and drew a dagger from his bo- 
fom, which he prefented to the Prince, 
who quickly retired into a corner of 
the room, and, drawing his fword, held 
it before the villain. u This dagger 
was deftined for you, Prince I" he ex- 
claimed, gnafhing his teeth. 

The attendants feized the aflaffin, and 
disarmed him. 

" That is unneceflary," faid he, aftd 
ftruggled to difengage himfelf, 

u Had I been fuch an outcaft, as to 
have affaffinated my gracious mafter, I 
fliould, indeed, have chofen an hour 
when no perfon could have prevented 



me. 



The 
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The Prince, who had now recovered 
himfeif from his fright, approached * 
him, and difcovered him t6 be his fer- 
vant, whom he had loft about a year 
ago * His aftonMhrnent was very 
great, to find his man, whom he h*4 ; 
defpaired of ever feeing again, in fucfe 
a peculiar fituation. 

« 

t€ And you could determine to mufo 
der your matter, you whom I always 
looked upon a$ one of my mok faithful 
fervants !" — 

" And I ato ftHIfb, as God the Al- 
mighty is iny witnefs, gracioufc Prince/* 
he replied, " elfe this my dagger would 
have pterced youf heart, for it wotild 
have procured me a thdufand zechins $ 
a handfome reward* indefed, for die Hfe 
4f a Prince !"— 



ri 



* See the first volume. 

And 
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"Wu> could oflfer fo much for ray 
#e ?" (Laughing fjurioufly.) 

* 

u Vow node, bis Serene High- 

" Does he with to affaffinate me alfo? He 
fliould have chofen fome other perfon to 
have executed this honourable deed : for 
he muft have well known that he had 
not found his man in you ! This was 
ihipidly managed. One villain always 
fiippofes another perfon to be the 
feme."— 

€€ Pardon me, great Prince, for fpeak- 
ing thus openly ; but it is the truth. — 
And do you think that this is the firft 
attempt that has been made upon your 
life ? Already feventeen aflaifins have 
been hired ; but they never were able 
to come at you. When they thought 
that they had you in their power, it al- 
ways 
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ways happened that you were (hatched 
from them. They curfed their fortune, 
and faid, that the fault was not theirs ; 
that a perfon, (I do not know what they 
call him, and who always goes about 
in different difguifes) had prevented the 
execution of their defign, becaufe he took 
you under his prote&ion." — 

" Ah ! the Armenian !" faid the 
Prince, aftonifhed. 

"They would not leave this work 
any longer to the care of the banditti, 
but chofe me for the purpofe. I 
thanked them for this honourable truft. 
I was ordered to return again to your 
fecretary, to fay that I had been detain- 
ed in the cloifter by the monks, to re- 
gain your confidence, and then to afTa£ 
finate you privately when you expected 
no danger, and were alone and un- 
armed. On the deed being done, I 

was 



was to fly fo the convent, and to be re* 
ceived under its prote&ion." 

" Stupid fcheme ; pity that it was 
not more fuccefsful; but where have 
you been all this time ?" — 

u I have not been out of Venice, but 
have been (hut up in a fmall room, 
where I could neither fee fun or, 
moon." — 

" But how could you receive mefla- 
ges from me ?' ~ 

u In the eafieft way in the world, even 
by means of thofe people from * * *, 
who had taken and confined me. I 
regularly went to a cloifter in the Gui- 
decca, and performed my devotions; 
which was very agreeable to me \ for 
the father who governed it, did every 
thing to pleafe me, and had almoft fuc- 

ceeded 
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ceeded in making me a Catholic. Do 
not be angry, great Frjbace, for he pof» 
effed fuch powers of perfuafion, that 
he obliged me to belteve whatever he 
feki. I often reprobated myfelf for* 
my apoftacy ; but I changed my mind* 
again as foon as I got to the cloifter ! 

" Me was not like moft Venetians, 
difficult of aecefe, but, on the contrary, 
very communicative ; and, from- the 
firft time that I faw him, I defired fo 
much to fee him again, that I fought 
him of my own accord the day foI- j 
lowing. Many of the pther brethren 
behaved veiy civiily to me, and I could 
jK)t*help preferring their agreeable fo- 
ciety to any other. There was always 
fonaething new, and my curiofity was 
fo much excited, that I could with dif- 
ficulty wait the return of the vifit. Their 
intention was, very likely, to convert 
me to their faith, for what otherwife 
'1 could 
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could they fee in me deferring of fo 
much trouble? i\nd,. . perhaps, this 
was notjdif&cu&to accoqipliih, for they 
reprefeniedjevery thing in fo.peaceable 
and Jowly a,manner. s And I xq&ty fre- 
quented, the rplaces.of . wjorfbip with in- 
finity, pkqfure; They were ajvyays fu- 
rious, apd wiihed to hear .news of ypu, 
gracious Sir; but, when I told th^m 

. I was .ignorant, or that .1 dare ijot 

. Uab, they were then Satisfied* ,apd 
praifed .5x9: 'fidelity. , What. they ipight 
fafely know I told them^but pot one 
fyllabte xnore ;, .apd we , remained, Jby 
this -means,. i . the, ^beft friends.. Qne 
day as I was goinj* to them, after they 

r had Jbcen : - pacing a vifit,. from which 
they.-iad returned, rather Jate, it. was 
-atajady 4^y- an( l ^ was not far from 
the cloifter, when three fellows fur- 
rounded me, bound my hands and 

1 feet, and forced me away blindfolded. 

< They carried, me into a fmali dark 
vol. in, g ± room. 
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room, and left me to myfelf. I had not 
been long there, when Colonel **ch 
came tome; he endeavoured to extort 
news of you, which I either did not 
know, or at leaft pretended to be ig- 
norant of. He took all poffible trouble 
to get fomething out of me, and, when 
fair means did not fucceed, had re- 
courfe to feverity. You cannot believe 
gracious Prince,whatqueftionsthey put 
to me s it was all unintelligible to me. 
They attributed to you what you never 
performed ; and every ftep you took, and 
every thing you did, was mifreprefented 
in the moft fhameful manner." — 

" Had I even then fpies about me," 
exclaimed the Prince ? "I muft con- 
fefs, this exceeds all my expeda- 
tions." — 

" The Colonel **, and feveral other 

officers who had long pra&ifed with* 

1 out 
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out effe& upon me, and who I knew 
very well to have been here a long time 
in fecret, for eight or nine months never 

■ 

came near me # as they well knew that 
all their threats were in vain. Some 
days after this time the Colonel paid 
me another vifit. I was tired of living 
lo long upon bread and water, and 
* therefore pretended to be very obedient, 
and immediately the propofal was made 
to me of murdering you. I accepted 
the offer, becaufe I feard they might 
procure fome other perfon, who would 
execute this ordef in earneft. What 
remains you are already acquainted 
with." 

\ 

The Prince took this man again 

into his fervice, and gave orders for ap- 
prehending thefe pretended officers. 
It always appeared wonderful to me 
that he never 'could gain any informa- 
tion refpe&ing them. How the Prince 

g 2 was 
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was affeftea by this a£i of his court j* you 
may eafily conceived he vowed death and 
deftru&iori' to it. 'It is foftuKate/ that 
he has it not in fiis power to execute 
it ; for he would, perhaps, 'keep* his 
word ; but it is otherwife ordered. In- 
deed it is natural tp e&pe&, that he 
who permitted Count £ * * to be mur- 

' dered without a hearing, would eafily 
confent to having his uncle privately 

' affaffinated : he might even think he 
!*ad a right to do ir, as a juft revenge, 

* and confider it as a praife- worthy affion. 
And although he was never influenced 
by fecret* revenge, his paflions here in- 
terfered; and, it appears to me, as if 
he only oppofed them to become the 
more furiou?.' It might alfo happen 
that the affi'ftartce he expe&ed froiti the 
King of * * could not be granted. 

Stroke upon fixoke - 9 this inftant the 

- , _ » _ 

Prince has learnt, that the Kfhop of 

# * 
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* * Jhas been taken off by poifon, and 
at the. inftigatiou . of the Count of * • 
The perpetrators of this deed have been 
taken and confeffed eyery thing. 

The Prince himfelf has fpoken to 
them, and every thing has been again 
confirmed. This is too bad, and were 
it.ppflifyle to fufpe&a trickj, Ifliould 
be apt to think (as every, thins; fe«ms 
to accord: with the idea^qt it had-bge/i 
done on purpofe to, inflame the rage of. 
the Prince againft,* *. But vyho could . 
be interefted in this ? The whole is to 
me unaccountable, If the anger of the 
Prince could have been increafed, it 
would certainly haye been fo by this 
intelligence, but it was already at the 
higheft. For a long, time hefpoke not 
a word, but his breaft boiled with 
rage.— 



g 3 " Mur- 
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" Murderers of my father, and bro- 
ther 5 murderers of all my friends !" at 
laft he exclaimed, with furious a£tion 5 
" God's dreadful vengeance fhall at 
laft fall upon you, through me, and 
then woe to you." 

I hope it will be forgotten by him, 
for the moft violent paffions always laft 
the fliorteft time -, but fo foon as we 
perceive he is about undertaking any 
dangerous bufinefs, we muft then have 
recourfe to' the laft extremity, and lay 
the whole affair before * , * ; for it ap- 
pears to me, in Tpke of all the impro- 
babilities by which it is attended, no- 
thing more than a concerted trick > And 
may not this be attributed to the old 
man that I overheard talking to Bion- 
delta; and does k not appear to be 
agreeable to his whole plan r I do 
not know myfelf what to think of it. 

Will 
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"Will it be impoffible for you to find 
out thefe officers ? Perhaps they would 
be able to give you information upoa 
many things ! 



A day later* 

THE Armenian is at work again ; 
Sebaftian came to the Prince to-day 
earlier than ufuaL His countenance 
announced fomething remarkable : he 
approached the Prince filently, and gave 
him the following note : 



Cf 



PRINCE, 



u I have always recommended to, 
you patience and fubmiffion. „ If you 
are defirous of acquiring my nearer 
acquaintance, or if you wifli to ar- 
rive at that pinnacle of power which 
you can attain through me, I now re- 
quire a proof of both. I am not a 

c 4 flranger 
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ftranger to the refolution' you' have 
taken, to be revenged; Y6u muft no 
•lohger indulge the thought, or, at le&ft, 
not upon any account, execute it. It 
will be a proof of your prudence iand 
patience. / Mark this, — that often is a 
crime 'which, at another time and un- 
der different circumftances, may be an 
aft of juftice. Yoii will convince me 
of your Imcerity, if, before the - end of 
fevert days, you become a member of 
the only true and happy church. I 
know this has been long your inten- 
tion; but proceed to fulfil if. The 
reafons for your doing this I cannot 
now explain ; but they will in time 
uftfold themfelves. 

Your irivifible condu&or 
Through aril places/' 






u From thfc Armenian !" exclaimed 
the Prince, after he had read the letter, 

with 
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with attention and a kind of awe, 
" how did you knoyra him ?" — 

€t He appeared to me in my ap- 
partment, and g$ye me the letter 5 1 -; 
more J kno\p not," faid Sebaftian, at 
the faro? time putting his finger upori 
his mouth, as if be would fay, That 
this bu/inefs ought nof: to be fpoken of. 
The Prince underftpod him, and wa$ 

* • -- 

* 14. • 

filejnt. — Here again then the Arme- 

jjiao has been before us ; but this time 

* * . . * ■ r * "• 

J am difpofed to thank him, although 
the circumftance proved to me that I was 
miftaken ; for no^v there can be no 
lcmg^r any doubt, but that the Arme- 
nian Aod his a/Tociates were innocent 
pf having .poifoned the Prince's friends, 
for hp iurely would not thus deftroy the 
.effect of his ojyn work. 

The Baron F. is frequently confined 
to his bed, neverthelefs, he now and 

g 5 then 
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then creeps about* ; but death feems to 
be painted in his countenance. The 
Prince appears to be a little concerned 
for him. I obferved this in him, and 
was very happy, beeaufe it fhowed 
that he had ftill fome regard for him. But 
he will not confent to an interview, al- 
though he feems to be convinced that 
he has condemned him too rafhly. Poor 
F. . . ! Alas ! if he is innocent, the 
conduct of the Prince towards him will 
give him even more pain than the poifon 
itfelf ; and I really conclude from his 
former chara&er, that he is fo. — But 

then certainly the letters It is won- 

derful that I never could believe any 
perfon guilty, that I had not before fuf- 
pefted to be capable of committing a 
crime i and I could not judge the Ba- 
ron to be fuch a villain, although I had 
feen thofe letters in his own hand writ- 



ing. 
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For appearance fake, the Prince had 
granted him a phyfician, in order to con- 
ceal the. realcaufe of his illnefs: but 
I am afraid this man only makes his cafe 
worfe; for the Baron, fince his at- 
tendance, has had many painful pa- 
roxifms, which is contrary to the ufual 
efFeft produced by this poifon, which 
almoft imperceptibly confumes the vital 
powers. 



6 6 TH* 
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,f HE COUNT d . . . f i fcokfifttTATldil 

OF THE HisfdR+. 

Tlt£i rfefciainirig letters from Johhfon 
wfete deftrsyed, for he casrelfefsiy left a 
wax candle bUfsiiiig iijkm the tdbier 
when he went tb bed, which when it 
Bad burnt out* fet the letters on firtej by 
which means the good lord wduld hare 
loft his life, if the fmoke in confequenee 
of it, had not waked him in time. The 
remaining part of this hiftory, I mull 
therefore relate from the account which 
I had from him. 

• The letter from the Armenian, had 
its effe£t, or rather the Prince had long 
ago formed the fame refolution from 
the inftigation, of Sebaftian, and the 
other monks, and this letter haftne- 
ed its execution. He went over 
publicly to the Roman church before 

the 
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the Expiration of fevett days, and alf 
Venice celebrated the day as a great; 
feafi. 

That it Was poffible for this event ttf 
happed and that he might have come 
into the hieafure Willihgly might eafily 
have been expe&ed, from his education, 
which I obfefved long before was very 
bigotted, iand flavifti ; and whenwe tatoa 
into the account what happened to him 
afterwards, and which ferved fo com* 
pfet£fy to eradicate, froWi his youthful 
heart tfte hhpfeflk>fc& *h*tt had beet* fd 
toowgly^tfgtfaved ttpom it, WeAiaH con* 
blade the o)A rasta had tightly judged 
When %e Ta5d ftiaft tfce 3***ftfce fcould not 
^offiWy tiitain few origkial'Opimetis, afte* 
fceWf; dttortiftcefl *&6tt&t >mefficacy, «nd 
Gitft he -WetM eagferly tartefc ift A rde«*6 

The Prince's confeffionof feKh/wfcieh 

he 
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s — 

he 0ia4e in the prefence of fo many 
people, and which^by means of Jobnfon,* 
came into my pofTeffion, I can by na 
means fupprefs, becaufe I have made it 
a fixed rule, to relate every thing, 'that 
concerns the Prince, and in no parti- 
cular to deviate from the truth $ which 
would be the cafe in my opinion, if *ny 
thing (houldbe fuppreffed, which tends 
to characterize him ; but I 'muft previ- 
pufly obferve, that the Prince by it, will 
]oof(5 much in the eftimation of many of 
his readers., who will be furprifed that he, 
,V?ho wa$ fp favoured by nature could 
confent to acknowledge fuch nonfenfe, 
the greater part of which is contrary 
to aH found reafon, and every moral prin- 
ciple. But I have before faid that he fell, 
and my tears companionate him, at the 
fame time, that my heart excufes him, 
becaufe a more than devilifb cunning 
an4 ait had fpread the net in which he 
was enfnared ! 

Here 
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Here folloxos his confejfion of faith 

verbatim. 

€€ I believe and confefs, that through 
the peculiar care of this Chriftian govern- 
ment, and the aftive indufhy and affiff- 
ance of the holy fathers, I have been 
entirely brought over from our heretical 
life and faith,' to the true Roman 
Catholic religion, and only church in 
which can be obtained falvation \ and 
I do publicly declare to the whole 
world, that I received this faith freely* 
and without any compulfion. 

1 s. a I confefs and believe the Pope 
is Chrift's; vicar, and has] full power to 
forgive the fins of all men, according to 
his own pleafure, to fave them, or to 
thruft them into hell, or excommunicate 
them. 



2. 



it 
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2. " I confefs that the Pope is the 
fupremc head of the church, and that 
he cannot err. 

« 

3. "I confefs that whatever novelty 
the Pope eftabliflies, (whether it be or 
not in the fcriptures) whatever he or- 
dains is the genuine truth, divine, and 
bleffed 3 and that every inferior perfon 
fliould efteejn the fame a$ equal to 
the commandments G f God — 

4. " I .do confefs that the moft fyoly 
Pope, flipuld be adored by every one 
with divine honours, and that every one 
fhould bow the knee to him as to Chrift 
Jhintfetf-rr 

5. st . I declare, and, confefe, that the 
Pope (ho.ujd fte honoured by all, in ?U 
things^ as a moft Jioly father, and more- 
over that thofe heretics who live con- 
trary to his ordinances, fhould not only 

be 
2 
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be exterminated by fire and fword, . 
without exception or mercy, but alfo that • 

* 

their bodies and fouls, fhould be deliver* 
ed up to hell — 

» 

6. " I confefs that the' reading , of 
the Holy Scriptures is the fource of aU 
fefts and parties, as alfo perfett blas- 
phemy, •".•"* 

^ * »• . » 

7i " I coa&fs, that to invoke the 

deceafed faints, to' worftiip the holy 

fathers, to bow the knee before them, to 

make pilgrimages to their tombs, to 

clothe thetfl, to burn lights befoye»themj .* 

is godly holy and ufeful ? 

8. " I confefs that a prieft is much 

greater than the mother of God, Mary . 

herfelf, who only bore the LordChrift, 

ahd never conceived again ; but a . 

Romifh prieft offers, and forms the Lord 

Chrift, not only as often as he is willing* 

but 
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but in any manner he wills yea, he 
feeds upon him while he chews the 
bread. 

9. <c I confefs that it is proper to 
read mafles, to give alms, and to pray 
for the dead. 

10. " I confefs that the Pope of 
Rome has power, to alter the fcripture, 
aftdto augment and to diminifh it ac- 
cording to his own pleafure. 

1 1. u I confefs that the foul will be 
purified in purgatory after death, and 
that its deliverance from thence is 
paftly effe&ed by the facrifice of the 
iriafs offered up by the prieft. 

v 

• 12. " I acknowledge that to receive 
the -holy eucharift in one kind is good 
and falutary— but to receive it in both 
kinds is heretical and damnable. 

14. 
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13. " I acknowledge thatthofe who 
receive the holy communion in one kind, 
enjoy and eat the whole Chrift, both 
body and blood, and alfo his godhead 
and his bones. 

14. " I acknowledge that there are 
feven true and effectual facraments. 

15. " I acknowledge that God is 
honored by ieprefentations of him, and 
may by means of them be known of 
men. 

16. " I acknowledge that the holy 
Virgin Mary is queen of heaven, and 
governs together with the fori, and 
that according to her will the fon is. 
obliged to aft in all things. 

17. " I acknowledge that the hdlf 
Virgin Mary, (hould be efteemed both 

by 
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by men and < angels*, higher thap Chrifl, 
the Son-of God himfelf. 

1 S«- ffC I acknowledge that die bones 
of the faints, are poffefled of great 
virtues, on which account they ought 
to J>e honoured by men, and hpye cha- 
pels built for . thenfe 

19; « I; acknowle4ge th^t the Ro- 
man Catholic faith, is unadulterated, 
gpdly, faving. apd true— but that the 
Proteftant, which I of my own accord 
have abjured, is falfe, erroneous, blaf- 
pheiqous, accurfed, heretical, hurtful, 
feditio\is, abominable forged and de- 
vifed. Since the Ro/uan Catholic reli- 
gk>n is, therefore throughout, good and 
falutary, I curfe all thofe who taught 
me thefe abominable herefies in both. 
k4nd«, I curfe my parents whp educated 
me in the heretical. f ft itlj i and I alfo 

curfe 



/ 
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curfe fhofe who made the Roman Ca- 
tholic faith dubious *knd fufpicious to 
me i as alio th'ofe- who gave me to drink 
of the accurfed cup ; yes I curfe my- 
felf, and think myfelf accurfed, becaufe 
I made* myfelf a partaker "of this ac- 
curfed^ heretical cup, of whfch* it did 
riot become me to drink. 

20. "" I ackhbwledge that the 
H61y~ Scripture is imperfeft, and is 
a dead letter, as long as it is not ex- 
plained by the Pope 'of Rome, ahd 
that the common people ought not to 
be allowed to read it. 

r 

i 21. u 'l acknowledge that a requiem 
fung by a Romifh prieft is morq ufeful 
than a hundred fermons $ and on that 
account I curfe all thofe books which 
I hdvfc ' fead, in* which that' heretical 
and blafphemous doftrine is" contained ; 
1 alfo curfe all the works which I 

read 
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read whilft I lived in this heretical 
faith ; wherefore they at the laft judg- 
ment will not deferve any thing of 
God *. 

" All this I do with my fincere mind 
confirm, by means of a public retrac- 
tion of the heretical do&rine, in the 
.prefence of the reverend fathers, the 
learned gentlemen, and thejadjes who 
are prefent, and the youths and vir- 
gins ; that the Roman Catholic church 
in thefe and fimilar articles is the true 
one. . 

" Moreover I promife that I will 
never more, through my whole life, re- 
turn to this heretical do&rine of the 
facrament in both kinds, although it 

* What the meaning of this is, I know not. 
Perhaps h fomething for which God will not 
reward me." 

German Editor* 

Should 
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(hould be allowable to do fo. I alfo 
promife, that as long as I Have a drop 
of blood in my body, I will not edu- 
cate any child of mine, in cafe I fhould 
have any, in that accurfed do&rine, nor 
will confent that it fhould be educated 
therein by others, which I herewith 
promife. 

u I alfo fwear that I will help to per- 
fecute this accurfed heretical do&rine, 
fecretly and openly with words and 
works, the fword even not excepted. 

u Laftly, I fwear before God, the 
angels, and * before all the congregation 
prefent, that if any alteration fhould 
take place, either in church _or ftate, 
I never will become an apoftate from 
the Roman Catholic, and godly church 
cither from fear or favour, and return 
again to this accurfed herefy, nor will 
I receive the fame. 

As 
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u As a confirmation of my-oith, I -at 
. the fame time receive- the holy com- 
" munion, and I «caufe fclfo this my con- 
-feffion, writtencahd fubferibed with- my 
' own hand, to be prefervfed in the holy 
• archives of the church*. 

" " N. N. PRINCE OF * * *." 



" To this was alfo added the following 
' Advertifement : 

» 

"-To- all and every pn&,- who fee, 
, read or hear the annexed letter, we de- 
, clare aiidieftify, Jhatihq moft ilhiftrious 

*•. The reader, who is unacquainted with the 
Popifti religion, will think; many thjngs in this 
• confession*, too highly coloured. But let himbe- 
»'Iieveme> whenl-moft solemnly declare, -that I 
: -popibilthe.wholfl verbatim, frojii iths. roa&ustftpfj 
r andthat I. have npt made the. 'sroalleft a^ditio^ or 
,... alteration. , ■ . 

' . ' Note of the German Editor, 

Prince* 
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Prince, bis highnefs N. N. Pirince 
pf ***, has this day, namely the * 
day of the month of December 17 * # , 
been abfolved from all fin and herefy, 
by the papal power, delivered to us, 
having before renounced the Lutheran 
religion, condemned by the Coun- 
cil of Trent, and has publicly made 
his confeflioru and adopted the Ro» 
man Catholic and only beautifying 
religion ; he hath likewife received 
from our hands, the holy communion 
after the manner and form prefcribed 
by ths Roman Catholic Church, with 
a proper veneration and devotion. For 
the greater fecurity we have ilgned this 
with our own hand. 

" Given on the **th day of the yea* 
nentioaed above. . . 

tr K. K. BISHOP Of * *, 

ak» &c. aec" 
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The Prince was now a Roman Ca- 
tholic, and from, that day the Armenian 
was more frequently feen with him 
than ever. Their interviews grew more 
frequent, and lafted fometimes for many 
hours. They were veiy rarely held at 
the Prince's houfe, and when they 
were, the doors were always carefully 
fattened, and no perfon allowed to be 
prefeat 

This circumftance, together with 
their always choofing the moft fecret 
rooms in the houfe for thofe interviews, 
by which means they prevented aH 
liftening, made it utterly impoffible for 
the worthy Johnfon to difcover the 
purpofe of thefe fecret meetings. The 
Prince even carried the key of "that 
room in his pocket, and veijr often 
fealed up the door. This, tpgether with 
Johnfon's having fometimes heard an ex- 
traordinaiy noife there, made him conjec- 
4 ' ; : »ture 
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Jure that they muft be employed in rait- 
ing ghofts, which was really the cafe 
as will be confirmed by the conclusion* 

How great an afcendancy this Ar- 
menian muft have had over the Prince, 
lis evident from the circumftance, that 
without his permiffion he did not even 
indulge the moil facred feelings of pa- 
rental affe&ion, or any which were 
once mod dear to him. 

» 
He had, for example, a mother ftill 

living, who redded upon a fmall eftate 

*t * * lb, and whom he formerly loved 

dearly, and ufed very frequently to cor- 

refpopd with. 

. He would not anfwer a letter from 
her, no-twithftanding the bigoted fpirit 
which was prevalent throughout it (and 
which, as I faid before, was peculiar tp 
his whole family) contained fuch ftrik- 

h 2 ing 
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ir^g mwks of maternal anxiety* and 
aflfe&iorj, that no one can read it with- 
out being affe&ed by it* 

/ 

Hitherto there was no opportunity 
for jnentionkig %ls mother, and as this 
letter is alfo the fureft proof of what 3 
have already faid of the' Pwnoe's ecki* 
cation, and is in my poileffion, I will 

4ii>fert it he«e *. 

* The reader muft not expeft to fee a letter, 
which might ferve as a model for the epiftcfary 
fyle. 

• 

The Const O * * * ha* taken care to prevent 
any thing of that kind, by ( the note at the end of 
it, and probably no one will blame rae fox not 
having given it a more faftiionable drefs, becaufe 
it would then have appeared like a picture of one 
jtf «ar anceftars, drawn in the modern fiyle, in 
which iKKme vwpuW te#W* to jeoogaise him. 

Note fy tfc Editor. 



u 
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« 



MY SON! 



" If thou * couldft know the forrow 
which I feel, on account of the afflict- 
ing news of thy unhappy apoftacy from 
the true religionand knowledge of God 
for thy falvation. I do not doubt, that 
{in cafe thou hadft not abjured thy ever 
ikithful mother, as well as thy true God) 
thy dutiful heart would break on re- 
flefting on the numerous tears thou haft 
coft me. Oh, fon of affi£ioa to me ! 
My tears are ftill my food, both day. 
and night/ whilft I* poor mother, muft 
lament and bewail thy lofs, not of 
earthly goods, bjit of thy eternal hap- 
pinefs, the condemnation of thy miser- 
able loul. I weep with Rachel for 

* In Germany, parents always make ufe of 
thou and the* when addrelCng their children. 

h 3 mjr 
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my child, and will not be comforted ; 
becaufe it feemeth to me that he is 
not. 

" But if all obedience to the .fifth 
commandment, if all filial affe&ion to- 
wards thy mother be not extinguifhed, 
by the erroneous doftrines which thou 
haft adopted $ Ah ! only Men to me 
while I addrefs thee, my fon, in this lat- 
ter full of tears! — Oh fon, whom I 
nourilhed! attend to me, that God 
may alfo attend to thee. I am thy 
mother, my fon, thou art 6e(h of my 
fleffi. From me thou haft experienced, 
as thy confcience muft tell thee, all the 
maternal affe&ion, which I promifed to 
thee, and I muft certainly feek and de- 
fire thy welfare, particularly in things 
which concern the eternal happinefs 
aftd falvation of thy foul, which is the 
moft important concern of Chriftiantf. 

* " Accurfed 
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Accurfed be the mother who, either 
from a blind opinion, inconsiderate te- 
merity, or the confederation of temporal 
advantages, would counfel her child to 
walk the path which leads to eternal 
definition, and the hellilh abyfs of 
brimftone. Woe to fuch a mother ! — 
She might, with perfeft juftice, be' 
hated (according to the command of 
Chrift, Luke xv. 26.) and never obeyed 

by any child. 

» 

" My confcience clears' me from the 
fufpicion of fuch a terrible conduft, 
and my heart gives teftimony, that I am 
anxious to fnatch noy child from the 
claws of Satan, and lead him to my 
bleeding Je&s. And, moreover, thy 
mother entreats thee, dear fon, to liften 
attentively to her, who is now throwing 
herfelf at thy feet with thoufands of 
tears, and not to negleft the care which 
thou fhould'ft take of thy eternal welfare. 

H 4 Do 
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M Do not defpife roe, my chiM, oo ac- 
count of the insinuations of thy fedu-* 
cers, that I am a weak woman, who is 
not able to judge of controverfial points 
in religion. Thou knoweft well,, my 
dear child, that the infinite grace of 
God has caufed me to embrace a . reli- 
gion, in which women are allowed,, 
according to the cuftom of the primi- 
tive church, to inquire into the Holy 
Scriptures, and to feek for eternal life;, 
and even are obliged to learn the my- 
fteries of the feith, in order* U> gain 
eVef laftmg falvation ; for whioh feitl? 
St. Paul, in 2 Tim, u 5> commends Loia 
and Eunice, the excellent ihothers of 
the holy Timothy. Every juft perfon, 
whether male or female, ought to live* 
according to his faith. 'This I haye al- 
ways kept in my mind, and made the 
word of God the joy and defire of my 
heart. Thy own confeience will con- 
vince thee, that according to the true and 

infallible 



infallible word of God, I have formed 
m 7 judgment of thy new doftrine; 
Upon that Word, againft which evert 
the gates of hell fhfcll not prevail, is 
m Y judgment foufcded, and to that does 
it appeal $ and I declare with a broken 
heart, Oh thou uhbappieft of men ! fhat 
thou haft fuffered th'yfelf to be feduced 
to a faith, which will yield thee nothing 

• 

but condemnation, and the torments of 
bell. Our. divines have already proved 
this on much more folid grounds, with 
much greater accuracy, and more fully. 
I aiA contented with filch evidences, 
Which my Chriftian foul can learn horn 
its bible. 

" Can that be the true and faving 
religion, which fbuns the holy bible, 
although that book is the only ode m 
which wfe can learn thte way to eternal 
falvation, Johnxx 31 ; which vifctemrtly 
condemns the bible as its decided ene- 

k 5 mY» 
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my, and fubmits not in any thing to its 
authority, that its falla<?ioufoefs and de- 
ceptions may not be difcovered by it 5 a . 
religion which condemns the book 
which Jefus commanded all men to 
read, John v. 39, and forbids them to 
fearch into it, under the penalty of an 
eternal curfe ? — Oh accurfed dq&rine ! 
The word which they have defpifed, 
fhall judge them at the laft day, accord- 
ing to the fentence pronounced by 
Chrift, John xii. 48. 

cc Can that be a holy and bleffed 
do&rine, which difregards the only 
Mediator of our everlafting happi- 

nefs?" 

» 

u Muft thou not confefs this thyfelf, 
my poor mifled child ? Confefs to me 
what thy eyes have feen, and thy ears 
have heard. What becomes of the cup 
in receiving the holy communion, which 

. . out 
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our dying Jefus has fo earneftly ordain* 
cd and appointed ? — Do not they (corn* 
fully deride that inftitution ? — Do they not 
ihatch it from the hands of the communi- 
cants, and confider it as perfectly unnecef- 
fary,in contempt of Jefus? It appears to 
roe that the Holy Gboft has already pro- 
nounced judgment upon thofe doc* 
trines 1 Whofoever (hall take away from 
the words of the book, of Jefus, God 
(hall take away his part out of the 
book of life, and out of the holy city, 
Rev. xxii. 19. 

* " Haft thou not beard, that man 
muft have loft his (alvation, notwith~ 
fiandinglus good works; wherefore the 
anguiih and blood of the tortured Jefus 
have been mightily flandered, as if 
they were not fully fufficient for the &I- 
ration of men ; but my religion allures 
me, that we can be faved by the blood 
of Jefus alone, Afts iv. 12, and tjiat 

H6 they 
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they who hope to five themfelves by 
their works, will receive eternal fern** 
nation. * 

" Can that be a holy and bieffed 
do&rine, which incites her children to 
encourage an unlimited idolatry, the in- 
vocation of faints, proftrations before 
pi&ures, when it is the evident decla- 
ration of Gpd himfelf, that idolaters 
fiiall have their part in the lake which 
burnetii with fire and: brhnftoM, which 
to the fecond death, Rev. xxi. 8* • 



" Behold, wretched child!— lor I 
muft conclude,, and psfs ov*r other atro- 
cious eirors hr fitence, feecmift my tear* 
prevent me from writing.-^Thou . baft 
aflenfted* afas, to fed* accudad doc* 
trines, whofe end is condemnation; and) 
inch are die chains of hell, with; which 
the Popiih faith enflaves thee i . 



cv 



Ah, 



« AH, dear child, as the; W«<* H de*f 
to tlfee, as the blood of thy Jefotit dew 

to thee, as Jefus himfdlf, y/irho loved 
thee fo ardently is dear to thee ; free 
thyfelf from thefe fetters of the Devil, 
come forth from this Popifh darknefs, 
that thou mayeft not be infefted with 
its plagues. 

u I conjfcre thee by thy confcknoe, , 
coafeftto me the truth, and the thoughts 
offthytaart, which will be hereafter dif- 
cfofgd to my ; omtiLfcijent Jeftis. Is it not, 
true ^ that e&rthly! gain hath enticed tljee 
to adopft^hisfakh ?^— Butd^fpife all fuch. 
pjc*fnj&$* ;for wh#C good could it da : 
tlwe, # thdjii fiioul^ft gain the wl^ 
wqrl^ ,a^4 la £ thy <*w# ^CquI? Dofr 
thou uhiD(k<th^;grsateft ri^^e^ coul4 t>e* 
of ufe totihee, whUft.1 am t obliged Jto? 
c^rfo th*e qh account of thy wicks d- 

nefc and abjjtfalfpn V Jbjr. God? Eteft 

thou 
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thou not know that a mother's curie is 
able to deftroy the houfes and fortunes 
of her children ? 

c< We Proteftants have a juft God, 
who, if we put our truft in him, libe- 
rally rewards us ; who alfo, when it is 
proper, will comfort the wretched, and 
fill the hungry with good things, 

cc My maternal heart (lands alfo open 
to thee, my child, and is ready at zny 
time to receive thee. Have pity the» 
upon thy miferable foul, Oh thou child: 
of my body, whom I have borne next 
my heart, with great pain, and cafe* 
fully nourifhed. Have pity then on thy 
poor mother, whom thou wUt otherwise 
bring down to the grave with forrow, 
and return again to the evangelic truth 
that I may not only live with thee here, 
but alfo with thy bleffed forefathers in- 
eternal happinefe with Jefus, 

• Oa 
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" On account of which ctrcumftance 
I.wilh that my womb had been thy 
grave, that I might not behold thee in 
the gloom of hell ! 

€s Return, dear child, to God the 
heavenly father, by the holy and cer- 
tain declaration of Chrift, may for- 
give thee for the heavy crime which 
thou haft been guilty of, as well as the 
apoftate Peter ; and that I, thy hitherto 
affliEted mother, may then have reafon 
to cry out with joy; — ■* For my fon was 
dead, and is aliye again. Luke' xv. 24* 

"Oh bleffed day 4 O joyful hour! 
that (hall announce thy return to me. I 
will therefore day and night implore the 
goodnefs of God, and do not doubt but 
God will hear my prayer and attend to 
my earneft tears ; for a woman cannot 
forget her child, fo as not to have pity 
upon the fon of her womb ? I will not 

forget 
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forget th^c, my foil, in all my priyers, 
Who art in danger of loffog thy foul *. 

" I remain, 

Thy mod fmcerely affection- 
ate, but, on account of thy 
dreadful apoftacy, thy 
fighing and bitterly 
weeping mother." 

* ft the 

I moil aifo mention, that a fltort 
time before die Prince's convefrfion td 
the Roman Catholic religion, his uncle 

* Being very far from approving of many opi- 
nions difcovered in this letter, I here beg the 
reader to confider the perfon who wrote it. He 
will undoubtedly pardon dvery harfti asprfefiW, 
when be confiders that (he laboured under the er- 
roneous idea that no one could be fared who was 
not of fc her own perfuafion, and that ihe was 
obliged tor make ufe of every thing in her power 
fordone her* (bit 

)foefyG*mtO**'*s . 

died 
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died, *nd tljat hc.js np?w iv he«Hty*fy 

Prince of * * *. 



* lv 



.it* 



I muft now bring the, leader once 
more to . that pe$iqcU when Lord . Sey- 
mour found me,a§amip his dtfguife at a; 
fhewvmjufc. ; ... _ ;_•• 

Our ccunmo* «fldwyo«s ,*etenftarifc 
for along whife m v^to learh fojrctbing' 
more of the P»hwft, Jhfcn what we haib 

dHcpvertdfrqiRj J^W^^ kit***, wfakfc 
^a*„ buttf Jjttfe.bef^, -.* the ibuwv 
^wl9c){ed;Mp t fmm>ihfftce ihekfoiw 
matioa cao^e. la ev?ry letter we *&•> 
cjyveiLfroai Jim* (£>f : lie- knew at pm* 
feat of my : ^iqg ,wi|h.;hifl Jjord&ip f : 
and my iat*nded| plan . pf fating the 
Prince) he: mentioned that the. Prince^ 
became §verj day more thoughtful, and 
lived quite retired from the world. And 
that in fpite of his endeavours he coufcL 
not djfedver the Armenian's abjeft. 

That 
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That the completion of it was near, we 
eafily guefied, and this made us fo much 
the more anxious, for he conduced his 
operations fo clandeftinely, that nobody 
could either difcover or conjecture his 
intention. The before-mentioned hie- 
roglyphical letter was new underftood 
by us more clearly than when we firft 
obtained it, as the Prince was now a 
Roman Catholic, and flood at the foot 
of the throne ; but the time 'when the 
contents of that letter coiild be fulfilled, 
was neceflarily . that, when he fhould 
become Regent of * * # , which couM 
not be expe&ed fo foon. Befides this; 
we were fearful that all our prefenti-* 
ments were not well founded; and 
though there fhould be a plan of mif- 
chjef forming, we could not yet^now 
for a certainty whether the Prince, who 
ought to be the principal perfon in it, 
was willing to confent. This prevent- 
ed us from taking a ftep which would 

inevitably 
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inevitably have produced bad confe. 
quences for the Prince, and which we 
agreed to delay until the danger-was' 
greater. — This period arrived but too 
foon. 

One evening when it was very late 
Lord Seymour came to me. ' His coun- 
tenance announced fomething extraor- 
dinary. 

"Friend!" he exclaimed with afto- 
riifhment, " I have news to communis 
cite which you 'neve* would have ima* 
gined ! . The Prince has found his Greek 
Uady, his Thfcrefa !" 

s 

*' You joke," I replied. « How is that 
poffible, when ihe is dead, and Baron 
F-* # himfelf has feen her differed— 
How is that poffible ?" 



* « 



This 



This quefticn you muft aft the Ar- 
menian. In fhort fhe is alive, and 
every word of the Prince breathes hap- 
pinefs ^nd ecftafy. I faw her come 
out from the convent — fa\V how he 
embraced her, and preffed her to his 
heart* and heard him in the greattft 
rapture call her by her name. In fhort 
fhe is alive, and I difcovered it by the 
ftrangeft accident. 

I was wanderi&g about, and my feet 
conduced me by the convent * * *i 
The hiftory of the Prince made this 
cpnveat remarkable to me* and I. 
never went by it without giting; ar 
free fcope to my fenfations. 

I found the church open and went 
into* it. A folemn tranquillity fur* 
rounded me, and my fteps were gently 
echoed in the vaulted aifies. This 

little 
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little circumftance made a ftiH greater 
impreffion upon my imagination, and I 
found myfelf fo unwell that I could not 
proceed. 

A fide, door, which I never had 
ebferved, attrafted my eye. I opened 
k, and difcovered a ftfiir-cafe which 
led into the vaults of the chapel. I 
went down and found myfelf in a fpa- 
oious cell, furrdunded by the dead 
mouldering in their coffins, and which 
was dimly illuminated by a lamp that 
was fofpended in the middle of die 
arch by a chain. 

Before I could recover my powers 
jtf pecolle&ion {for I muft confefs, that, 
natural as it was to -fed in fuch a fitu- 
Stion a burial vauh> I did not *expe& 
it when I ftepped down) : I heard, be- 
hxmd me the rattling of a door, and the 
*cho of feme fcotfteps which feemed 

to 
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to approach* I was afraid of being 
discovered, and detained for a thief. 
I retired into a corner where I could 
fee every thing that pafled, without 
being obferved, if they did not fearch 
•the whole vaults and which I did' not 
fear. I had fcarcely flood two minutes 
in the corner, when the door opened, 
and in came — the Armenian and 
the Prince. The firft was dreffed in a 
long white robe, thrown loofely over 
his body : there was a folemn but agree- 
able dignity, and confidential feriouf- 
nefs pi&ured in his face: He took from 
under his arm eight torches, and light- 
ed them at the burning lamp. Each 
of them he moved towards the four 
walls* and bowed each time. One tof 
them he gave to the Prince, and the other 
feven he placed around him in a circle. 
He kneeled in the circle j and then, 
for a long time, lay fpeechlefs and with- 
put motion upon his face. At laft he 

arofe, 
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?rofe, and fpread out his hands over 
the burning torches. He drew from 
cut his bofom a bottle in which was a 
liquid, which he difperfed towards the 
four corners of 'heaven, and uttered N 

fome words which I could not under* 
Hand. In the mean time there was 
heard delightful mufic, which was at 
fome diftance, although it appeared to 
be near. It Teemed to me to be a fmall 
organ. However, I muft corrfefs, that all 
thefe unexpeded magical arrangements 
of the Armenian had a great effeft upon 
toy mind, and threw me into fuch a folia- 
tion that I felt far more than I can describe. 

The Armenian now drew from under 
bis drefs a fmall filver cenfor, , upon 
which he put fomething that caufed a* 
agf fefeable 6dour through the vault. , 



J 



. That the whole was intended to raife 
fome fpirit, I expe&ed at the firft (ight, 
and' I was curious to know how 1 fc& 

would 



•would fucceed, as I did nat pefceive 
the leaft apparatus for his parpofe. I 
jotiuft confers ta you, dear Count, that I 
had determined, if ft were poffibie, to 
interrupt the mountebank-tricks of -this 
Armenian, and under that idea, I al- 
ways carried about me £ brace of 
pocket piftols. But it did not come to 
that. He put -the center upon the 
ground, fell again upon his face, and 
remained in that filiation for fome mi- 
nutes. Having rifen again, he repeated 
the fame indifiinft words whfeh he had 
-uttered before ; -and, after a paufe, 
Wretched his hand towards a new coffin, 
and let it fall flowly upon it. Suddenly 
the fid made a rattling noife, and fell 
to the' ground. The Greek Lady in r 
ttantly appeared. She was wrapped in 
white burial linen. Inexpreffible fere- 
juty beamed in her countenance, and 
there was not the leaft appearance of 
her having been UL The Prince let 

fell 



{ 169 ) 

* 

fall the torch, which till then he held 
immovable in his hand, rufhed toward* 
her, and clafped her with fpeeshkfs 
ecftafy in his arms. I muft confefs that 
T was almoft petrified by her appear- 
ance, and had nearly betrayed myfelf. 
This filent paufe lafted for a long- time, 
while the beloved preffed each other 
to their hearts, and an eager kifs re- 
newed tbeir bonds of attachment. 
They then uttered, with tender emotion, 
-each other's name, and (aid — Now thou 
art mine again for ever ! 

' The Armenian remained in his cir- 
cle of torches, from which he had not 
removed, and delighted himfelf with 
the fpe&acle. He could not, however, 
coneeal his joy at the fuccefs of his 
artifice, and I perceived it ftruggled with 
that folemn affe£ted gravity w r hich he 
fought to maintain. 

vol. in* t " Let 
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" Let ns not remain Joxiger among 
the dead*" (aid fhe, aad led the Prince 
to the door* 

* ... 

- u Are: you now fatisfied with me ?? 
feid the, Armenian :ta the Prince* 
** And: will you now willingly fulfil my 

.• u All, all ! M he exclkimed. 

. . They went away, and I immediately 
crept out of my corner. It was lucky 
for me that they left the door open, 
otherwife perhaps you migfet never have 
feetn ,me again. 

• 

The next morning very early— comi- 
imed the €ountO * *, whilft I was lying 
mm&t§ in hed, I heard a knocking at my 
*k>oi;>I threw fome clothes carele&ly over 
me : and ran to open it The Armenian 

4 came 
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cftmt in, anB gar* riafe a leftefr <Kre£tod 
¥0 ** y and, fikewife a considerable Aim 
of money,, partly in notes, and partly in 
caft, defiling me at tire feme time to 
.pdrftie my journey with the greatdt 
<fifpatch, 

" If yoa arrive at the place appoittfr 
cd, cxpedkioufly," faid he 4€ and deliver 
Ais letter into the hands of the proper 
perfon, your recompenfe will be great ; 
but if you fail in the leaft particular, 
that may be' fervteeable in the commit- 
fiott, death i& inevitably your lot, though 
youftiould hSde yourfelf in ariy corner of 
the wortdf ' ' 

Hiefe were his laft words, and he 
Went awdy- 

YI&& I been the perfon tirhom hs 
ih&Ggfct me- to be, his coiiduQ; could 
not have failed to accoxnplifh his byfr- 

1 2 nefs, 
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txk, and I fhoitfd hare delivered Che 
letter as he direfted for my own intpreifc 
But he was fcarcely gone, when I 
bolted the door, and opened thA letter- 
ft was written in the fame hieroglyph*- 
cal chara&ers as the former, and with- 
out waiting to drefs myfelf properly, 1 
nan to communicate to Lord Seymour 
my acquifition. We both (at down to 
decypher it. The contents were as fol- 
lows; •','«;.-• 

" The Prince is turned Roman Catho- 
lic, and has now confented to every 
thing. His uncle is no mote, ai)d he 
ftands at the next ftep to the throne. 
A hint from me, and he is ele&ed. 
The appointed day for this is the * 
of April. Your's muft be killed the * * 
of April, and in the mean time the 
Prince muft be proclaimed King, by 
you. That he will agree to all your 

propo&ls 
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ptopofids and execute them, I once 
more affure you and anfwer for his 
word. 

* The enemy from without, and thfc 
citizens are to attack proud Venice 
at the feme time, Surely it muft be 
conquered I Rejoice ! From its ruins 
will, bleffom our happinefs,~for which 
We b*ve laboured (b many years. But the 
fruit taftes fweeter which we raife with 
difficulty, than that which requires po 
cares. 



«• 



iTibconfpirators at Venice." 



We flood and looked at one another, 
without being able to utter a word. 

cc The danger is now truly imminent, " 
faid Lord Seymour, after a paufe, " and 
we muft difcover all to the inquifition of 
the ftate, elfe we (hall be deemed 
equally culpable with thefe villains." 

1 3 Before 
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Before 1 could make any aniken 
iohnfon ruflttdinta the room*.. . 

. From him we learned that the Prince, 
the Armenian, and alfo Biondeflo, had 
already been fecured by the officers df 
the inqutfition, and were in clofe con- 
finement. - v 

• j 

Our terror and afton!fhment ? contt 
nued the Count * * were indefcr&able i 
we remained for a long time immovable 
in the fituation in which this intelligence 
had tfypwn us; wd we : had a (till 
longer time Xo ftay before we could 
Jpnn any resolution of what we ought 
to do, not fo much to free Qurfelves from 
danger, as to make the fituation .of the 
Prince more tolerable. As foqn as they 
had, in fome jefpett, learnt the dread- 
ful plan which appeared fo diftin&ly 
by the letter of the Armenian, — the 
thought that any offence agairift the 

Reliable! 



Kebablei here, had already been fo oftett 
feverely puniihed, and that it had been 
the content pmdice of thefe implacable 
judges to condemn him to death, who wa$ 
Wily ftifpe£ted to be dangerous to them, 
even fltould tie haw performed lire 
greateft and mdftdiftinguifhed fervices to 
the ftate, ftruck «s with the mdft dread* 
&1 apptfehenfisn. AH my fortitude for* 
fook me . Lord Seymour, who always 1 A 
misfortune* retailed a coolnefi of tern* 
per, iat mute, and the projeQiag John* 
fon kept hi* e)te$ fixed upon the ceiling. 
By Ae account which our feithfbl boat 4 
man gave us, we learnt that already 
fevfcral noblemen liad been imprifonedi 
and aaany others had efcaped. Our 
fear wa* now at the fcigheft. No doubt 
flow refnai'ned, that fome period muft 
liave given them information ; and every 
ray of hope, which confidence infpires, 
forfook us. Plans were formed and im* 
mediately given up, on account of their 

i 4 incon- 
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inconfiftency . Johnfon took no part in 
themi but went away without faying a 
word of what was his intention; .and 
before we had time to interrogate him 
why he would leave us, he was out of 
fight. He returned after he had been 
abfent feveral hours : our door was fud* 
denly opened, and a frightful officer of 
the inquifition entered. . Hew the mind 
of a guilty perfon muft fink at the 
fight of ftich a man, I could eafily judge 
by: my own fears, which in fpiteof my 
innocence almoft overpowered me. I 
neverthelefs recovered myfelf foon, t<J 
which the cool behaviour ofLordSey- 
mour contributed in a great meafure. 

"An open confeffion of truth, and 
intrepidity," faid he to me in a whifper, 
" are * ufeful upon all occafions, and 
I jbope will conduSt us fafely through 
this bufinefs " 

> 

After 
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After the officer had looked at us for 
fome minutes, tie told us coolly what wad 
his commiffion; and that we muft follow 
hira to the tribunal. . This was faid with 
out circumlocution, and we endeavoured 
to determine with ourfelves what could 
be the meaning of this exercife of their 
power againfl us. Without a fingle 
word being' fpoken, we arrived at the 
place of our deftination, when we were 
immediately feparated from each other. 
The room into which they conduced 
me ; excepting the fortifications to pre- 
vent the efcape of any perfon, had not 
the appearance of a prifon. Every 
accommodation was contained in the 
apartments, and this N circumftance 
ierved to leffen my fear. That we 
were confined here on account of the 
Prince was very evident $ but how they 
had djfcovered us in our retirement wa* v 
a matter ftill to be accounted for. Al- 
ready feYeral hours had paffed, in which 

x £ I puz- 
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J pusfckd my brain to find out by wbal 
poffible means this accident could bsive 
happened* when I was fvwiugoned to 
the audience. They looked at me witb 
tsem countenances, ai*d required of me 
the hiftory of my refyk^ce in Venice, 
and exhorted me with calmneft to 
{peak the truth feithfidly 5 for they faid 
it would be better fw me & to dp, ap 
they knew already every thing without 
my telling it, and that I muft not think 
I could utter a Tingle falfliood undete^ 
ed. When I had finifhed my hiftory, 
in which I concealed npt the fmalteft cir* 
cumftance,an4 after I had atyefted everjr 
part, the countenances of tfee inqu^ifir 
tors feemed to relax. My examination 
was then read to me, and aftf r I ha^ 
confirmed every thing therein, I was re- 
committed to prifon,. 

• 4 

For federal day* tjswey confined ipe 
t»deir this amfc tfuwg Tj#cb *Mne, 

. r contrary 
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contrary to my expectations they peft 
nutted me to amnfe myfelf with reading! 
After . the expiration of a weofc f h^y 
announced to me my freedom with thd 
condition, that I fhould continue ftiH at 
Venice, that I might if required, undergo 
another examination. — The circumftanr 
ces under which. Lord Seymour and Jtoy* 
felf, had been, committed were fo fingu* 
Jar, that I had no doubt, although I had 
not jfeen him, but that he would obtain 
again his liberty, — and I was right, he 
met me at the door, and we returned 
arm in arm to our own habitation. John* 
fon came to us and our joy at meeting 
norwithftanding our ffcort feparation, 
was as groat as if we had not feen each 
ofcber. for forae years. The pleafure of 
haying regained our liberty was fo feet- 

• 

4*bly felt by us, that we forgot the Prince 
and every thing elfe, and gave ourfelves 
up entirely to excevffie joy. — Till then 
I had always thought that the wel&rpef 

J 6 the 
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the Princehad lain nearer to myicart thm 
my own, but I fo«md tint Ihad deceived 
ittyfelf; for dtherwife how coukLI kasre 
beCome^fo totally taken up with the.fefi 
ifhpttlfe of my joy, when I knew not the 
feaft circumftance of his fitftation ? but 
I will dp my heart the jufiice to fey tb«t 
I fhould not fo eafiiy have given axyfdf 
up to the natural impulfe of my feelings* 
had I not been fall of hope for his fafety. 
AH that I had hitherto heard concerning 
the police of this place, was defiriptive 
of cruelty,, or, if this ward fhould feem 
too harlh, of the greateft iojuftice-, 
infomuch as they did not fufficient- 
3y diftinguifh between the innocent 
and guilty, and maintained the hoi- 
rid maxim r that, it was better that 
•many innocent people fhould fuflfer than 
that one guilty perfon fhould efcape. — 
They conducted themfelves however 
towards me, in a way fo different from 
my ideas ofth^ir clemency, that it was 

not 
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not wonderful I fhould iftdulger fome 
hope for the Prince, and prefer myow 
experience * to what I had ibnmefijr> 
hard, jmd of which I knew nothings 
although my paffions perfiiaded me to 
believe. I had, befides, without de- 
parting from the truth, fpoken fo much 
in favour of the Prince, that I did not 
doubt but. it would excite compaffion 
in them for fo exalted a diara&er. — 
Nor could it reafonably be thought that 
they would be fo foolifh, as to depart in 
'this inftance from their general rules, 
and execute juftice with rigour parti- 
cularly as, not being a Venetian Noble- 
man, his removal .would feeure the 
poffihility of future danger to them. 

. After thefirft emotions were over, we 
afked Johnfon if he had- not been in 
fear for us when he learnt our misfo* 
tune? 

" * Not 
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" Not in the Icaft " (aid he, feitlhig, 
aod then he gave us to underftand to 
opt great aftoniflbment, that Jie had 
been the caufe of our being brought 
before the tribunal.— 

u You \ n > interrupted Lord Seymour 
angrily, a Iam very anxious to know the 
grounds of this lingular proceedings—It 
was very evident by reafon of your 
anger you did not perhaps perceive it. 
Do you think that the inquifition would 
not have came in fearch of you ? muft 
not the letter from the Armenian, and 
all the papers found upon the Prince 
have betrayed you ? 

" But it is fortunate that it did not 
happen. — I muft add, that I fee no ex- 
cufe for fo extraordinary an undertaking, 
when you could not forefee the good 
that was to arife from it." 

« That 
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« TJ»t { I i*il> affinp wifo the great- 
eft truth) I fould alw0[yisffof?f^e,.aad^ 
b$fide& ?had it c^ffi^tothewc^ tfa 
etil pftyea-oesJd ;h*ve»be#A fo gre^, 9% 
if we had faffer^dit tube 4ifcovere4/ 
They will »lfo be nK>#> fetfef^ if &£f * 
come at the truth by oijr examination, 
than if they fufpefted we hod feept back 
from roakiag thefe important difcoveyies 
to the ftatetill we were, obliged to do it* 
— rAod in what aa advantageous #ghf 
w^ll the- unfortunate circnmflances of 
the beft of Princes be looked upon by 
fach means, and how greatly mult out 
free cctofeflip** contribute to qur exfufe* 
which 4ifcovering itfelf in a multitude 
of circuroftanses caw npt have a differ? 
ent offeft? |t certainly muft $ifpo£* 
them . tp . bel&ve our wfjprd in futurej 
«rben they Mve f©n*d that all our aflfcr T 

twas have been ft> exaftly cp$&?*i%bJ# 
tothetrtith" . , 

" You 



z " You Jiave s caletilated upon (|ie 
hiture very juffiy, and I will fpare 
my 'reproaches : but as you kept up this 
manoeuvre fo well, you fliould at leaft 
have given us fome intimation of ytiur 
defign ; for I muft certainly con&fs (you 
will excufe me) that you took a great 
liberty in afting in this manner \ and 

that it was very dangerous to put us fa 

» 

fuddenly and unexpeftedly into a fitu- 
ation which we could not poffibly 
forefee." — " As you fpeak fo candidly, I 
ihall not longer oppofe you •> but we 
fliould have been equally unprovided 
for the examination, if we had been, 
apprehended. If you recoiled I re- 
marked, a little time before I went out* 
that in cafe we fliould be brought before 
the tribunal, it would be better for us to 
adhere faithfully to the truth : And could 
you defire any further preparation ? Caa 
any danger attend fpeaking the truth? 
Upon this ground I formed toy p!an„ 

and 



and feigned yoiir confenV becauti it 
mufl end well. — But the' principal 
ground that I went upon> was not to 
lofe any time, for I was inftru&ed early 
in the morning in* what 1 ought to un? 
dertake. This accident would have 
certainly happened, if we had delibe- 
rated any longer, and therefore I thought 
it raoft prudent and wife to aft as I did." 

€€ Pity," faid Lord Seymour, laughing, 
u that your fcheme is not publifhed ; it 
might ferve to deprive many an under* 
taking of its confequences." This ob- 
fervatioh which he joined with fome 
friendly jokes, changed our tone fud- 
deiily and unexpectedly to a greater de- 
gree of happiriefs ; and we delivered our- 
felves up to the felicity of the prefcnt 
moment, without prying the lead into 
futurity, and without being willing to 
withdraw the* veil which fo completely 
obfcured it, How many more happy 

hours 



Hoars wrote mankhfd enpy if they 

tootfld atarajj«'4o fo. 

* 

w But had w« aot tetter dnetii cm* 
felrel kvour own clothes/' fakl Johflfott* 
"atlaft?" 

Ithougftt it was better to Atfe again 
in oiir proper habits, becaufe if any <£ 
the confpirators ftill remained here, we 
ftiould be in left danger of being affaf- 
Jlnated by them. We concluded upoii 
this to be the wifeft plan/ and the Loflt 
and Jbhnfon went out immediately » 
take meaftires accordingly. They had 
not been gone above an hour, when* 
ftranger came to me, and, in broken 
Latin, excufed the liberty te was Mkiftg, 
I was furprifed 4hat he did notmake an 
attempt to find whether I understood the 
Venetian language. I could not help 
JufpeSing that he already knew me, and 
Was acquainted, that, in the part I had 

undertaken* 
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nwMa&ofe niaMoimiijr avoided the 
appearance a£ ungenftagdrng *h* Vewe*. 
tian tongue. And fo it was. I learnt 
fop Zktix he had entttiated xne net' to 
Ifcesp wy fecrefc from- hii% 4hat he wae 
tbe keeper of the prifba of theinquifitioft 
of the fate, aad that 4fee Aftpenian had 
ibnA him with a fetter io me for the 
* * y which he tfetyiefteU me with earned 
eatreafy to deliver immediately/ He 
gave roe at &e feme time every advice* 
by which I couW mdke my efoape, 
without: creating fufpicion, M«o, he 
fold, did iwrt always efcape fo *rdll as I 
bad dene, after having beea eked be&re 
the tribunal; and hQ tried by e*fe*y* 
trffidaoa* art to moke die hafot* roy de- ; 
pasture. I #ro**ifed every thing, and : 
ordered him t0 tell the Armenian that 
ifciwas not in- the leaft my fauk', but 
owiftg to indiQ>ofition that I «fid hot 
immediately ftt out, after the receipt of 
his latt letter. As foon as he was gone 

I opened 
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J opened the ktter, add found nvftiewfc 
glyphics the following account. . < 

A 

" If immediate afliftance does not 
arrive, all is loft*— J, ihfe Prince, and 
many other confpirators are in prifon^ 
It dyrays appeared to me that thisevept 
would take place, and' therefore I ha£ 
before-hand guarded againft it : fo that 
nothing can happen of confequence, 
and no lofs will be incurred, if our fo- 
reign friends are not too tardy. We". 
hstye. lofcg agreed th^t the information* 
tye fhall give in this place fltall be t ei^. 
a&ly fimilar, and it will not be difficult: 
for i»s to delay the examination for fomtf 
time lopge/. iWbUe Jmyfetfwasatthfe. 
he^d of this ftate, and many high offices 
\>yere then in my poflfeffion, I took care 
to leave the prifon in fuch a ftate, that . 
we could eafily make our efcape ; and 
I ftill poftefs mapy friends who will ena- 
* bte us to regain our liberty^ as foon as 

it 



It (hall appear that our coadjutors are as 
brave as ufual.— To the Count * * and 
* * I have already 'mitten, and there is 
no doubt but that all will go on as much 
to our wifhes as before, although they 
thought themfelves fo fure of us after 
they had taken us into cuftody. The 
bearer of this letter has alfo been before 
the tribunal, and has been examined, 
and was fortunately acquitted, a proof 
.that thefe gentlemen are not fo wife as 
they would willingly think themfelves j 
and that they will become the fport of 
me and my confederates. — Every thing 
elfe remains as before. 

* The qhief of the Venetian 
•■ V confpuoftors." 

I and my companions were equally 
aftoniihed at the contents of this letter; 
which I fhewed thfem upon their return* 
and particularly at the ftyle in which it 

was 



was written, and at the new feafe ftfot 
which was already fo artificially planned 
and confided in. We were unafcittfcttfly 
of opinion that this letter ought to be 
delivered to the inquUition, but we 
were not determined which of ^c^rfd 
undertake this with thp gretteft {»*► 
priety, without exciting* the fcfpieioflft 
of the Armenian's coadjutors. Joixo- 
fon charged himfelf .wkh this eomtnifr 
fion, and immediately went buf wiflt 
the letter, under the fuppofition (as He 
had been formerly irdpe&or of the 
Prince's finances) of having fometiwng' 
of confequence to-, communifcate* H* 
was immediately admitted — They were 
ttftoniflied at the contents? oAhis letter, 
and % as much fo at the poffibility of fo 
noted a prifon as that of the inquifi- 
tioar. feeing thus faulty. They returhed 
pie (together With a fettff box fet with 
brilliants^ which Jdlrifefc brought - rrie 
back) their finite tk*rik*>fer the Jrifon- 
; • ; * mation 



raAtioii, which X hod by this mean* 
given to the ftate. It happened as I 
fij{j»e£tad> .after they had removed the 
prifqaets to othef coot Anient and fecure 
places, they immediately examined the 
prifoiv and they found afhially, iron 
crows, fcaling ladders, files, and fuch 

like took, without which it would have 

• 

been impoffible to have made ai^efcape 
(torn fo ftrong a' place. Th$ greater 
port of them lay hid in the wails* fo 
lhat they could! not poffibly have been 
found without fome previous knowledge 
«f them. They aMb fortuwtely inter- 
ested the letters to * * dr. Neither the 
Armenian not any of bis confederates 
klrew any thing beforehand of this cu> 
csmftanco . They cootrived fo that they 
ftouki bo totally ignorant of this new 
fcfesKe* intending by this means per- 
haps to entangle the confpii^tors th* 
mom (ftoajfly iri their net; .and* they 

mismted m to dapart fcenf. Vwk* ig 

..; . - my 
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ipy Jewifli drefs, and alfc to atfiufite the 
%pffearanc$ of being willing to dettre* 
the letter which was eatrufted, to my 
charge. But neither by this means, 00$ 
the innumerable fpies which were always 
at the fervice of the ftate, could they 
difcover a fingle confpirator, excepting 
thofe they were already acquainted with 
Some whom the fpies accufed falfely 
for the fake of moneys and who were 
afterwards happily cleared, caijnot b^ 
juftly reckoned in the number. I re* 
mained no longer abfent from Venice, 
than was neceffary to put myfelf into:* 
condition to appear again in the cha- 
racter of the Count O. My fudden rer 
appearance excited great aftonifhracnt : 
they would fcarccly believe thckieyes, 
and I had enough to do to invents 
probable hiftory whfch would account 
for my fudden departure and repented 
death. They credited .my aflertions . (in 
a period fo full of myfteries, in wfcifih 

they 
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they were every where taught to erpe£ 
wonders from thofe who flood in M£ 
manner connected with the Prince) very 
readily believed, or at leaft pretended to 
believe me, which was quite Efficient for 
mypurpofe,b£caufetheyrib longer made 
inquiries after me, % which I had endea- 
voured all along to prevent, by affuming 
a myfterious air. Lord Seymour had alfo 
now reaffumed his former chara&er, and 
for appearance fake* had taken Johnfon 
into his fervice. And now all the fu£ 
pefted people belonging to the Princo 
were at liberty ; and it excited* no afto- 
nifhment to fee me with Lord Seymour, 
being an did acquaintance of his, and 
they even faw me take lodgings in the, 
fame hotel with him. Here we were 
all aflembled together again, and this 
with the wifh and confent of the inquit 
fiton, not to give them any caufe of fuf- 
picion, and that they might know in*, 
mediately where to find us. The pre- 
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caaii&to with which we proceeded, may 
$ppe*r tt> fame people unneceflkry, be- 
daufe we rievar heard the leaft report flf 
the Armenian having accomplices re- 
naming, that could in the leaft inter* 
fupt our plans. I for my part employed 
ifcy time in endeavouring to obtain an 
interview with the Prince, but this the 
fcrupukms inqtikition conftantly sefufed, 
although they conduced themfelres to- 
wards me with fo much complaifance ; 
and it was with great difficulty that I 
could learn fhus much from them, viz. 
that his prefent fituation was not insup- 
portable, and that they treated him with 
greater confideration than fo capital a 
crime deferved. 

With this I was obliged to content my- 
fctf, and that the time of our waiting fofr 
the event of this important aifeir might 
Appear as Ihort as poffibk, we ire- 
quented every public place of amufe; 

mtnt 



ment in the cky. The beft of thefe 
was what they call Bafini*, iawhidv 
that referred conduft and c<tfd beha- 
viour were lefs obfervable, which al- 
ways baniihed every fociable friendfirip 

from the faciety of the Venetians. 

» 

One evening I was prefent at one of 
thefe Bafini : and there was alfo an offi- 
cer in a uniform at the fame place. — 
The hiftory of this colonel and his com- 
panions came into my mind, and I 



* Thefe Bafini were eitherprivate Bafini, held in 
fmall houfes, where the principal Venetians fpent 
their time in private meditation, or in the fociety 
of particular friends, or oftentimes they were a 
kind of club, of which the following is the ac- 
count — ** Whoever wifhed to .have admilfion 
here, mufl be flrftintroduced by a member, and 
then he could return as often as he pleafed. Thefe 
meetings, therefore, were not altogether public, at 
we might be led to fuppofe from the Count O's 
ttcpunj of them." . 

k 2 could 
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> 

could not help fufpe&ing that it was 
the fame perfon who would have 
murdered the Prince by means of 
his footman. I was not miftaken 
*— it was indeed the colonel himfelf. 
I heard his name by accident. I 
could with difficulty hide my terror, 
in fpite of all the good I had formerly 
heard of the colonel. I was in this 
cafe obliged to believe the evidence of 
the footman, and I concluded that per- 
haps out of an ill-judged zeal for his 
court, he had confented that the mur- 
der of the Prince fliould be perpetrated. 
1 immediately left the room, and went 
in queft of Lord Seymour, to whom I 
communicated my difcovery. 

" Is the colonel there now ?" faid he,, 
interrupting me— 

« Very likely," faid I, " for when I 
left the room he was deeply engaged 
£t the gaming-tat>le." 

"Let 



( 197 ) 

" Let us then return to him/* You 
furely joke ; for how can I expe& 
any good from him, fince I am a 
friend of that Prince whom he ' would 
have murdered ? Do you not ra- 
ther think that he has put himfelf in 
the way of me becaufe he has fome de- 
fign upon . me ? or do you not really 
believe that the colonel at the requeft of 
the court would have ordered the Prince 
to be murdered ?" . 

" And why do you afk me ? have you 
not feen Johnfon's letter, in which it i$ 
fo clearly proved ?" 

" Johnfon only related what he had 
heard from the footman, a man of 
very fhallow judgment, who might eafi- 
ly be deceived, provided the fly Arme- 
nian wifhed to ufe him as a fnare to en- 
trap the Prince. But that I may not 

have more obje£Hons to encounter, I 

k 3 will 
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Will readily Concede to your opinion, 
that this colonel has really fought after 
the life of the Prince, nay even more;, 
that he has dangerous views upon your- 
felf, and yfet I will entreat you to go 
with me. We fhall hazard nothing by 
this means, for we can eafily remain at 
<he fiafini till day, and there we fhall be 
fefe enough, even if your fufpicions are 
Well founded, and you will learn aHb if 
he is an honeft man, how to defpife the - 
wicked, and will moreover be freed 
from a vaift feai\ Who knows, but 
We may gaii* from him information, 
which may be of the greateft fervice to 
us! — I was afhamed of my childifh 
fears, and consented to go with him.— 
As foon as he had an opportunity he 
began a converfation with the colonel* 
which I overheard at .a diftance, and 
they foon became fa well pleafed with 
each other that the colonel promifed Lord 
Seymour to breakfaft with him the next 

morning 
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jaomiog, which circumftance was high- 
ly gratifying to me, as I hoped' the 
bufinefs would be then entirely ex- 
plained* — The whole company feenied 
to be "well difpofed to pleafure, ancL 
pirrfued every thing that was agreeable 
or entertaining. They joked, laughed 
and fcmetimes entertained themfelyes 
with play, according to the tafte of each 
individual. — The morning ftar had rifea 
before we confented to return home. 
The colonel pleafed with the former in- 
vitation of Seymour, agreed to go home 
with him immediately, and we took him 
in die coach between us. — 

" This then is your lodging" faid he, 
as we flopped oppofite to our apartment* 
u Now this is lucky for me ; for I can at 
the fame time pay a vifit which I was 
willing to have made this day, but could 
not find my man*" 

k 4 " May 
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u May I afk," enquired Seymour, 
u who this perfon is." 



<€ 



The Count O." 



. Lord Seymour gave me a fide look, 
which I returned fignificantly. 

" Do you know Count O ? " faid 
Seymour, after a paufe; "you and 
I will vifit him to become acquaint- 
ed with him — and I hope your vifit will 
be by no means unpleafant, as at firft I 
feared it might be." 

. * 

" I cannot tell you how the affair 

hangs, and (you will excufe me) were 

I not an open hearted German grown 

grey in the midft of gaiety, where one 

Jearns to hate diffimuiation; as you are 

defirous of procuring a fecret from me, 

I would invent a tale to deceive you, 

and then laugh at you behind your 

back." 

The 
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The open condufl of the colonel, 
brought him more and more into my 
favour, particularly as he did not take 
the lead pains to conceal any thing. 
Johnfon now came to us and opened 
the door. — The colonel awoke as front 
a dream. — He afked Seymour his name, 
and, as foon as he had heard it, fieptback 
a few fteps, and flood with folded arms 
in aftonifhment. — 

cc Seymour V 9 he exclaimed, are you 
Lord Seymour." — Have I not out of 
pure civility committed a ftupid blunder, 
in not having long ago. aflced your 
name ? and am I really with you ? and 
even going to breakfaft with you? 
Surely you will not make me go 
mad. And you (addrefling himfelf to 
me) perhaps you are Count O* him- 
felf." 

x 5 The 
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u The fame, at your fervice" — he took 
my hand, arid fhook it very heartily. — 

" I rejoice from my heart," faid he, 
*' to fee you ; and am truly glad to be- 
come acquainted with you;" 

Every remaining diftruft which I 
entertained was removed, fo foou as I 
learnt from him that he had been here 
only a few days, and that it was the 
firft time he had ever been in Venice ; 
and this he proved by many inconteftible 
evidences. It wasalfo evident, that Lord 
Seymour had judged rightly; ami that 
the appearance of this colonel, with the 
Prince's footman, muft have been an 
invention of the Armenian; for the 
colonel was confined at the very lame 
time by a fevere illnefs, — We became 
more and more communicative to each 
other, and this was not wonderful ; for 
befides every other confideration which 

could 
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could induce us to become 4b, a mu- 

tual intereft drew us together, as webotb 
hoped to clear up every thing relating 
to the Prince, concerning whom we 
now began to converfe. What I wa? 
able to tell the colonel refpe£Hng the 
Prince, the reader already knows from 
the foregoing part of this hiftory : and 
.for the better elucidation of this mat- 
ter, I will relate in regular order what- 
ever he informed me of, that refpefted 
the hiftory of the Prince. 

" You have, perhaps," faid the Colo-, 
nel, addreffing himfelf to me, "heard 
from the Prince himfelf, what a good 
underflanding fubiifts between the pre- 
fent Regent of* * * and myfelf. — And 
I muft fay, I camiot conceive how the 
Prince ihould take affront at a letter 
(which, I will believe, might contain 
fome harlh expreffions) and fuffer him- 
felf to be totally feparated from him for 

k & fucb 
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fuch a trifle. Would it not. have been 
better to have endeavoured to refute 
the falfe calumniations, which appeared 
at laft to be too well founded ? Good 
God ! perhaps by that means all thefe 
misfortunes might have been prevented. 
But inftead of this, he returned fo harfli 
an anfwer to the good man, that it for- 
ced tears from his eyes. I muft tell 
you, that he converfes with me in the 
moft friendly manner. What could be 
more likely than that an irreconcilable 
rupture fhould happen between them ? 
Neither of them would concede, fo long 
as each perfon thought himfelf in the 
right, and to be the injured party. 
And yet my matter would, in all pro- 
bability, have condefcended fo far as to 
requeft the Prince to juftify himfelf, haU 
it not been for the fhameful interpofition 
of fome men, whofe intereft it evident- 
ly was, to prevent this reconciliation. — 
You muft not think that the bad reports 

which 



( 205 ) 

which you heard concerning the re- 
gent were altogether true. He is really 
a good man, although no philofopher, 
nor will he even purchafe the title of a 
great man, by (hedding human blood ; 
and hence it happens, that many 
people call him a fool ; but they only 
fhew their own weaknefs *." 

* But (I interrupted him) have you 
not learnt by chance, who it is that has 
-ealumniated the Prince at his court ?— " 

" The accounts came from different 

» 

places, and agrefcd fo eXaftly with each 

* We eafily perceive here the character of a 

friend ; but neverthelefs we muft not altogether 
reject the whole of his account. — The truth com- 
monly lays between extremes ; and that the reader 
might not be deceived by Hie former account, and 
might judge for himfelf, I have set down every 
thing that related to the Regent. 
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other, that they would have alrnoft 
made us believe impoffibilities. The 
firft account was given by the Prefi- 
dent * *, who had a correfpondent in 
Venice, that communicated every thing 
to him ; but the principal account was 
from the Baron F * *, who had always 
been fo warm a friend of the Prince's* 
that one -would rather have expefted 
him to have written in his favour than 
againft him." 

u I would rifque all my happinefs for 
a nut-fhell," I exclaimed, " if the Count 
F * * ever wrote a word to the court 
prejudicial to his mafter ; yea, rather — ** 

" We now know, with certainty," 
faid he, interrupting me haftily, " that 
all was treachery; but how could it 
be known at that time. — The fhame- 
ful and infamous plot is now unfolded, 
and I am come here to have the whole 

difcovered, 
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difcovered, and to imprifon, all the other 

confpirators." 

" Have you then," exclaimed Lo*d 
Seymour and myfelf, at the fame inftant, 
" have you then been able to difcover 
this fecret confpiracy, which the very 
watchful, and vigilant ftate-inquifition 
could not effeft ?" 

" The Prefident * *, whom I have 
already mentioned, was alfo in the plot, 
and had been the caufe of all the 
changes which took place among us : — 
"A terrible fall from his horfe, brought 
him to death's door. — All the phyficians 
gave him over — But his accufing con- 
fcience, which continued to torment 
him, did not permit him to die in 
peace, For fome time he laid in the 
greateft agony, fweating as it were 
drops of blood. At Jaft he defired to 
fpeak in private with * */ becaufe he 

had 
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had fome information of the greateft 
importance to communicate to him; and 
we learnt with horror, that he had put to 
death the hereditary Prince, and the uncle 
of the prefent Prince, by means of poi- 
fon, which he had procured from Ve- 
nice; and that a fimilar fate was like- 
wife to have befallen * * *. Death, cer- 
tainly the moft terrible that ever fell to 
the lot of a man, prevented his. difco- 
vering every thing. — He had burnt his 
papers before hand, and it was with dif- 
ficulty that he could name to us the 
principal aftors of the confpiracy in this 
place. Only the Count * * and myfelf 
knew any thing of this affair, sind I 
have travelled day and night to arrive 
as foon as poffible. 

■ 

" The inquifition were aftonifhed at 
my account, and you Well know the ra>- 
pidity with which they aft. — Yefterday 
I learnt from them, under the ftrongeft 

injunftions 
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injun&ions of fecrecy, what you, Lord 
Seymour and a Mr. Johnfon had done 
for the Prince, and this induced me to 
feek you immediately, to become ac- 
quainted with you, add I hoped alfo to 
become your friend -> but the fervant told 
me you were not at home." — Johnfon 
now came from a fide room, in which 
he could overhear all our converfation, 
and a fcene followed, the remem- 
brance of which, will ever be dear to 
me,- and in which the amiable charafter 
of the colonel, became more and more 
confpicuous. — But the more interefting 
it might be to us, the lefs, perhaps, 
would the reader gain by the defcrip- 
tion } and I (hall, therefore omit it, as it 
does not regularly belong to the hiftojy, 
— By means of the colonel, who had 
received unlimited power from the 
rohrt, to a£t in this bufinefs, relating to 
the Prince, according, to his beft judg- 
ment, we obtained accefs to him. He 
viewed me with a fmile full of grief, 

and 
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and (book my hand in a forrowfui 
manner. w You come not, my dear 
Count, I hope to reproach me ?" faid 
he to me, after a (hort paufe, during 
which I endeavoured to fummon up all 
my refolution. 

u Gracious Prince, faid I, can you 
conceive this of me ? I wifh to God I 
had not found you in this fituation, and 
I would -give my Kfe, if it could undo 
every thing. But I believe this was or- 
dered in the councils of eternal Provi- 
dence, which often permits evil to hap- 
pen, that good may arife out of it ; and 
you have at leaft my compaffion, al- 
though I can give you no other affift- 



ance:" 



" I thank you ; you pour fweet bal- 
fam into my wounded mind : but alas I 
I muft not accept even this compaffion. 
Illuftrious nobleman, whofe goodnefs, I 
have too little known, I deferve not the 

compaffion: 
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companion of any man, and leaf): of all 
from you. Yes, that would be too much 
for a finner of my defcription. I know 
how readily men excufe tkemfelves, but 
I cannot do it, and you will therefore 
conclude, whether it is poffible another 
fhould. — Let me confefe to you, that the 
chain of fins, which I have committed, 
almoft diih-a£t me/' 

u But were y*>u not driven to the 
commiffion of them all, by irrefiftible 
artifice ? Oh ! I know the whole of the 
tranfaftion; I know more even than 
you do ; and here I will declare before 
the all-wife God, that you have refitted 
fcvery thing, like a man $ that you did 
not fufFer yourfelf to be eafily overcome j 
and that hundreds in your place would 
hdve yielded long ago*. 

u But I, however, fiink at laft, and fo 
deep !— -Was this neceflary ? Had I not 

the 
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the power to withftand it? Ah! I 
know I had ; for what would be virtue, 
if it had not the power to combat the 
charms of vice ? And what would be 
man if you (hould take from him his 
free agency ? Could we fhun vice, and 
adhere to virtue, if we were" forced by 
circumftances, to aft as mere machines^ 
No, my dear Count, I had rather perifh 
under the weight of all my unworthi- 
nefs, than afcribe to God the cruelty, 
that he can create men like an artificer, 
who from the fame metal makes inftru- 
ments for the benefit of mankind, and 
for their deftru&ion." 

• 
" That I will not fay, but Oh ! 
Prince! I feel the narrow limits of my 
reafon, and can offer you no farther 
comfort, than what our religion affords, 
" God is loving and merciful." But he 
is juft in the fame degree, without 

* which 
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which he would be deficient in his 
greateft attribute, perfection. How well 
it is for you, then, that you did not will- 
ingly commit thefe errors, nor until you 
became, as it were, intoxicated with 
zeal!" 

s cc X have anfwered that argument be- 
fore — That does not excufe me.. I difre- 
garded my true friends, and fuffered 
them to be murdered in cold blood/* 

» * 

> u But you did not confent to it, till you 
thought you were convinced, that they 
were traitors, and had betrayed you." 

" I confented to it, however. Invent 
no more excufes for me, dear Count, 
for thofe crimes will totally deftroy my 
comforts." 

u Will you then pertinacidufly reje£t 

« 

every comfort, that your friend or your 
religion can, offer ?" 

"That 
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st That I will hot ; but muft not the 
remembrance of my difgrace, for ever 
follow me ? Muft it not purfue me to eter- 
nity, and even there make me wretch* 
ed ? Can I drive from my memory my 
paft conduft ? Can God forgive gae ? 
Alas, my dear friend ! All confolation is 
loft — every hope gone ! An arm, * which 
has once been broken, retains the effect 
of the fracture for ever." 

" But, notwithftanding it afterwards 
performs its fervices, and the poffeffor 
very often forgets, that it has been in- 
jured. — Believe me, upon my word, you 
may be happy again, if you choofe. 
Shall I remind you of thofe eminent, 
confoling words in the holy fcripture :**- 
€ There is more joy in heaven, over one 
finner that repenteth than over ninety 
and nine juft perfons, who need no re* 
pentance/ 

1 The 



(215 ) 

The Prince meditated, but his coun- 
tenance loft its fearful expreffion. His 
eyes were fixed, and darted wildly a 
look of defpair, but with a mixture 
o£ compofure that denoted hope. — I 
thought proper to leave hhn alone. 

That the reader may comprehend in 
the moft adequate point of view, the 
fitoation of this unhappy man, I have 
put down the whole dialogue. 

Oh, reader, beftow on him thy compaf- 
fion, who feels thy reproaches, which will 
be a benefit to the heart. Do not triumph 
that thou haft not yet been feduced :— 
Let his errors teach thee,, that the 
fmalleft ftep from the path of virtue, is 
the beginning of the greateft crime. 

At my next vifit, I found the Prince, 
to my great happinefs, more ^ompofed 

than 
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than when I faw him the laft time: 
Before him the New Teftament was lay- 
ing open, which I had procured him at 
hk defire. — 

€f Now," faid he, " I underftand many 
things, which before were dark to me. 
What a benefit is our religion ! It has 
again elevated my foul, which was caft 
down by fo many heavy burdens, to the 
higheft pitch of gladnefs. To that 
alone, I am indebted for not falling a 
facrifice to the moft horrid defpair. — 
Now the hope again revives, that 
God will forgive me for the fake of 
his Son, who facrificed himfelf for 
me. 

He feemed to have renounced every 
thing in this world and his whole occu- 
pation was, to prepare himfelf for futu- 
rity i religion was his only thought. — 
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^ And bare you no other wkh, 'the 
fulfilling of which, might make you 
happy ?" I afked him at laft. — 

He continued, thoughtful for fome 
time. 

u If it were poflible, — faid he, — I 
could wifh to underftand entirely the 
texture of the deceptions and malice 
through which I became fo unfortunate. 
Nobody can give me a key to it but the 
1 Armenian and they will refufe my 
feeing him. I fhould alfo chufe to die in 
my native country, and to fpeak, were it 
only one word, to the * * * and to afk his 
pardon-^dear Count, you fee, my wiflies 
£o too far, I renounce them." 

I promifed him to do all in my power 
to fulfil his requeft, and haftened im- 
mediately to the colonel. 

* i 
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Happily he met me in the room : 

cc Behold," faid he, " a new proof how 
«obly my matter the *** thinks, and 
how much is to be hoped from him for 
the Prince. This moment I received 
the following letter from him." — He 
gave it to me, and I read it. 

£( My deare/t Colonel." 

" MY fituation at your departure did 
not, permit me to give you other than 
common charges, in refpeft to the Prince. 
— There is no miftruft in your mind, 
nor deceit in your heart, to prevent my 
making you acquainted with my incli- 
nation very diftin£tly, and not to leave 
every further proceeding to your pru- 
dence; I am confident that you ^vill 
endeavour to fulfil in every particular 
on account of your love of juftice, and 
your hatred to wickednefs, all that can 
alleviate the diftrefles of our • uuhpppy 
Prince. Know then, that I forgive 

him 
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him every thing from my heart, releafe 
him from .every punifliment, and even 
wifh th#i he may become my fuc^ 
cellar. 

*' It is on this fide that we ought to 
contemplate him. 

"My heart diftates it to me when I 
confider that he did not aS in that way 
willingly, but was urged to it, by un- 
heard of deception and villainy. I 
wait for your objeftions. 

<c It is underftood, that all this can hap-, 
pen only as foonas he fhall have reformed 
himfelf entirely, and I hope this will be 
effefted by his manifold fufferings : the 
whirlpool of misfortunes, and accumu- 
lated miferies into which he was thrown, 
muft have opened his eyes, and purified 
his foul. 

L 2 Should 
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* €t Should my wiffies, ho wever* not agree 
with the eonfequences* I can do nothing 
more, than forgive him on account of 
myfelf, yet I do not expeft that all muft 
be kept fecret from him, that my prof- 
fered forgivenefs may not put a fto % p to 
his converfion. 

w If I fliould die before I have an 
opportunity to relate to him afl myfel£ 
you may ftew him this letter. 

Cf The whole hiftory fhall be made 
known in Venice, according to my wifh, 
and the punifhment of the criminals. 
As foon as the Prince is difmifled as an 
evidence,, you may come fecretly hither 
with him. That all this may not give 
trouble, I have written a letter to the 
tribunal, which you only mu$ de- 
liver. 



u Here, 
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€€ Here,— nobody knows any thing 
of the fearful hiftory ; and you . wil^ 
therefore, contrive as much as poffible, 
to affift the prevailing fecrecy. 

" My old malady has again attacked 
me, , which forrow has not a little con- 
tributed to increafe, and my writing 
and broken fentences will (hew this 
diftinfrly — I believe my end is not fat 
dff, and I wifh once more to Ipeak to 
the Prince. Let this induce yoa not 
to be detained by any drcumftance that 
is not of real confequence from haftening 
'your departure. 



« 

u Is it not true that he is a moft 
noble man ?" exclaimed the colonel, 
and tears of joy rolled down his cheeks. 
" See, how he gave himfelf the trou* 
ble, on his fick bed, whence it muft 

l 3 have 
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have been very difficult for him tG Col- 
lect or connect his thoughts, to write to 
me this letter for the welfare of the Prince, 
who in the mean time — well let us forget 
that, for he was alfo formerly a good 
man." 

During that time the Count haftily 
took his hat and fword, and wilhed to 
deliver the letter. I made him acquainted 
with his defire to fpeak with the inqui- 
fitors, and he haftened away. 

The letter and his reprefentations had 
fuch an • effeft, that the following day 
the Armenian was conduced to the 
Prince, who furveyed him with compo- 
fure. No look of revenge disfigured 
his eye — no reproach efcaped his lips. 
What a difference between him and the 
Armenian, who now feemed to call up 
all his powers, to hide his embarraff- 
ment, which for the firft time in his 
life perhaps did not fupport him. 
- • " Prince, 
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• w Prince/* he began, — u You fee my 
embarraffment, which (for what reafon 
I know not), I am not able to conceal* 
Have you commanded me to be 
brought hither, to delight yourfelf whh 
my fufferings. I fwear to you, you 
ihall behold me no more, although my 
body is fo much enfeebled by iraprifon- 
xnent, that I am now unable to com- 
mand it according to my defires. Or, 
do you wifli for the happinefs," whilft he 
looked around the room, "to fee me 
murdered before your eyes ? Oh ! I 
ihall not die like a coward, for to me 
life is but a vapour — I feared nobody, 
and my death ihall . not coil me a 
figh."— 

" You wrong yourfelf," anfvvered the 
Prince, with forrow, u by fuch an idea. 
I forgive from my heart all that you 
have done to me ; I forgive with joy 
tfiat you made me unhappy, if you can 
be benefited by that :" 

L 4 « Can 
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* Can you forgive me ? I know not 
why fhis thought fo much delights me •' 
But what do you defire of me ?" 



*' An explanation of what has hap- 
pened to me." 



u No, that cannot be. — Oh, IVince, 
I acknowledge your companion, which 
I do not defeive* It aflfe&s me more 
than the moft excruciating torments* 
Now I contemplate myfelf as a monfter. 
But to what purpofe? I fee that I am 
overpowered, and my fcherries are at an 
end. Is this the cafe with all my 
confederates ? You wifli for an expla_ 
nation? 

" He^r then my hiftory, without 
which nothing can be oanderftood by 
you. I will deliver it to you faithfully > 
for at prcfent it is impoffi^le for me to 
lofe any thing by it. You cannot think 

othcrwife 



otherwife than that I am one of the 
greateft villains, and my narration will 
tell.yoti the fame. If I believe that I 
am fuch a one Prince, this we (hall 

9 

entirely lay afide. Sometimes I think 
fo, — fometimes not. 

■ " This fliort dialogue vriH convince 
you, that the leaden roofk alone have 
produced in me a feeblenefs which I 
can bear no longer.; the former ftrength 
of my principles are certainly not fitted 
-for a deficiency of intelle&. You muft 
afcribe it to that if in my narration I 

Should make a miftafce." 

- * 

My hand (hakes whilft I write" down 
his hiftory, which is nothing more than 
a chain of the mod wicked deeds. Had 
I not heard it from himfelf, I fliould 
d£nbt whether a man could be able to 
-a& tfeos, and couJd deftroy without r<* 
jmorfe the M Woflbm of repentance. 

h 5 History 
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BISTORT OF THE ARMENIA!** 

« 

Related by Mmfelf. , 

• » » 

MY father, began the Armenian^. 
was a fenalor in' this. city,, which once 
trembled at my, word, but now rejoices 
thai: it j&eed no longer fear me ^ like the* 
ihild> who is. pleafed to fee the wall 
beaten* againft which it hnrt itfelf. He 
had conduced himfelf in many ho- 
norable fiiuations, with prudence and 
judgment. On . account q£ thefe <jua* 
lities, which he knew how to make the 
beft ufe of, and his great experience, 
he was inverted wkh the office of am»- 
balder at Rome. 

His. young confort, who toved' him 
with the warmeft afFeftioni accdmp*-- 
nied him thither, and prefented, him. a 

few? 
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few weeks after their arrival there, with 
a ion — this was me. The exceffive joy 
of my father was but of fliort duration — 
my mother gave me life, but to lofe her 
own by it, for fhe died a few days aftec 
her delivery. 

DoQror Silvio, who had attended mjr 
mother during her pregnancy, and by 
his indefatigable care had acquired the 
confidence of my father in the highelt 
degree, from this moment took charge 
of me. He configned me to fhe care 
of his wife, who had been a little time 
before brought to bed of a daughter^ 
and promifed, with the greateft pleafure, 
to fulfil all the duties of a mother towards 

• 

me. In the ftri&eft fenfe of the wordsfhe 
did not fulfil her promifes,, for fhe fpoil.t 
me, and never in the fmalleft degree 
obferved what p/openfities I difcovered> 
find how they ought to be difedted. 

X6 Th* 
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' The DoEtor believed alfo thai fee feed 
done ills duty when lie piefcribed A 
dofe For me from time to time j tod as 
for my vicious tricks, (which we ufually 
galled the early Moflbms of a more that* 
ordinary genius), nobody evet thought 
about them. Hence it happened that 
my difpoftion, not confined by any 
Curb* veiy foon took a bent which no 
teftratat was able to cootrouL 

Before I could pronounce my father's 
name, he was recalled from his embaffy. 
It was his defire that I might (before I 
jfhould know hirti) be educated here at 
a diftance. from Venice, and be drawn 
frofti my obfetirity, when I was formed 
as he intended me to be* 

He thought to procure me by that 
means great advantages over other chil- 
dren of our nobility, who were in ge- 
neral moft wretchedly educated. 

Every 



\ Every thing was made ufe of, bdth t» 
form ray mind and body. I cwapfe* 
headed wery kfflbn eafily, and very fel* 
ddm forgot it again ; I poflefled judg- 
ment sod memory m a very CKtraordi* 
nary degree. Every fcience, art, or e*» 
ercife, which they taught »e, feon be- 
fcamemere play to«e, and I very often 
embarraffed my teachers with queftiou* 
and objections* I was ev^iy where ce- 
lebrated as a wonderftd child; and the 
papers very often extolled me and my 
bon-mots. This was carried fo far, that 
foreigners of the greateft note frequently 
came to fee me, or fent for me to their 
houses. By the extravagant prefents 
-which they made me, the Do&or 
whom I (hall call father, as I thought, 
him fo till a future period) became very 
foon one of the richeft t>f bis profef- 
Xion. I hope not to incur the odium 
of gafconading. The idea is intolera- 
ble to me* No, I have Jfc&s enough, 

• which 
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which would feem incredible, if tBey 
had not been tranfa&ed before wit- 
neffes. And what fhould I gain by it ? 
Muft not even my extraordinary talents 
be an additional incitement to every one 
who does not profefs my principles, to 
condemn me ? Will not every one who 
conceives that a great gulph is placed 
between himfelf and me, fay, that the 
opinion and ufe which I made of my 
extraordinary talents, render me the 
greateft monfter, with which the earth 
was ever curfed in the form of a human 
being? Am I not to be detefted for 
abufing talents, which if otherwife ufed, 
might have bleffed mankind a thoufand 
fold, and which employed fo bafely, be^ 
came its curfe I 

Prince, I am not able to conceal my 
fenfations — for what caufe I know not. 
I always had fortitude enough, but now 
it ceafes. It is as if all my confidence 

A were 
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were deferring 1 me, and I was on tha 
point of * curfirig T the hour in which I wafr 
born. Da you fhudder a* the idea?—* 
Remember, that I do not repent of any 
*f my aftioiis,! although they may He 
the caufe why I flnfll not breathe but 
my laft figh upon a downy pillow. But 
yet* not to give any pain to your recon^ 
verted heart, I fometimes fhall play the 
chara&ef of a repenting finner. I teH 
you- this before hand, that you may not 
take it fw eameft, and utter before the 
proper time^ fome pious fighs over th£ 

loft but recovered (heep *— : But to con?- 

r ■ * 

* Thefe words were accompanied, with a buril 
of laughter, that even now the thought of it 
makes ray hair to ftand erecT. His countenance 
was indeicribably frightful- At that moment I 
was doubtful whether he was really a human be- 
ing,, for what muft he be who could confide/ re- 
pentance of actions (for which Satan himfelf could 
not blufh) as difgraceful ; and' when it opprefled 
him with: violence, feek to conceal it before us bf 
the moil' fl^arr^ful duplicity. -. 

Note of Count 0***. 

tinue 
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titme. My external form correspond* 
ed with my mind; whoever beheld 
me, coreffed tod admired me, and my 
fetter would have Ibeea aflnuneri te 
chaftifc faeh an uniirerfal darlkig, if I 
had ev«r been Co incautious' as to iuffer 
inyfelf *o be fuqsnifed in the execution 
of An unpardonable track. I ibon con- 
fideredevcrycncoiniumasatrLbutewhich 
iwas due to me. If i took a diffike to 
*ny one, it lafled much longer than the 
haired of children generally does ; and 
if any one ventured to blame me, woe 
ie to him ! ibr I niever refted till I re* 
venged myfelf. One incident m$y be 
recorded here as an example of the 
reft, and will give you an idea of what 
£ was in my ferenth year. 

» 

My. father had a very fincere friend 
named Cabellioni. He vifited us almofl: 
«veiy day, and notwithstanding his 
continual gravity, he was efteemed 

by 
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by the whole family, becaufe fee W»' 
univerfally believed to be a mafc of ptfta*' 
ciple and integrity. I alone was perfect- 
ly indifferent about him, tifl the period 
when I hated him from my foul. »> 

i i 

• I was pitying at cands with feme 
other boys; and being already too oiuchf 
aocuftottied to have the «*rantege, I 
was angry that fortune ~4iA 4W« that* 
evening ufe me very politely. I endea- 
Moored to gain that which flie denied 
riie by unfair means, and fach at were 
far beyond my years. My companions, 
who w^re all much older than myfelf, 
did not perceive it; however I had a 
k£ture for my unfair dealing, for Kg 
nor Cabellioni, without* my perceiving 
it, flipped himfelf behind my chair, 
and was obferving me. As much as I 
was enraged at his reprimand, I yet 
kftew how to hide my vexation under 
a (nailing countenance, and had pretence 

of 
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of mind enough to profefs that my tricks 
were merely a trial, to fee how far t 
could go on with them, before my play- 
fellows difcovered them. Cabellioni 
fhook his head thoughtfully, and this 
very circumftance enraged me fo much 
the more againft him, becaufe it was a 
proof that he did not believe my excufes* 
I was obliged to wait feveral days be- 
fore I could be revenged. 

Behind our houfe there was a fmall 
garden, and a very elegant fummer 
houfe. A party of my father's friends * 
were drinking chocolate in it. Cabel- 
lioni was leaning with his back againft 
a window, which was very low. With 
the greateft eafe, I got up to it on the 
outfide, and fattened to his large perri- 
wig a piece of pack-thread, to which 
alfo was affixed a heavy (tone. This 
I laid upon the window frame in fuch a 
manner, that the fmalleft movement Ca- 
bellioni 
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bellioni made, muft throw it down, 
and confequently carry away the wig 
with it. 

■ 

Scarcely had I very gravely feated 
myfelf in my place when this happened, 
while the company broke out iatp a 
laugh, at the ridiculous appearance the 
aftonifhed Cabellioni made, I ran out 
to unfaften the wig from the ftone, and! 
reftored it to its owner : he thanked me 
for this attention as kindly as if I had 
rendered him a great benefit, but whiMt 
he carreffcd me, I meditated, (not yet 
fufficiently revenged) upon a new 
fcheme, which would do- him real in- 
jury, and I found it very eafy to accom* 
pUOi. . 

Cabelltonihad a very rare collection 
of fine porcelain, on which he fet his 
heart* I thought of nothing lefs, that 
the depriving him of bis deareft trea* 
> fure> 
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fere, by deftroying it ; and in this I fuc- 
ttcded -without incurring the fmafleft 
fufpicion; I left not one fingle piece 
whole, and the next day, I had the 
pleafure to fee him be wail Ins misfor- 
tune to my father, ivith teais in his 
cyeg.~<— 

: Thisfchirfl: for revenge, WhkK could 
fee roufed to the higheft degree, by the 
noA trifling advantage, which any one 
gained over me, or by the fmalieft offence 
agakift' my pride, eacreafed fo much, 
that even in my fifteenth year, I plun* 
ged, in cool blood, a dagger into the 
• heart of one of my companions, be- 
caufe I was reprimanded on his ac- 
count, by one of my matters. I threw 
the body into the Tiber, and no one 
ever knew of this aftion.— ■ 

. You will eafily imagine, what an 
effe& it muft have had upon me, that all 

my 
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my undertakings fucceeded, and I fia- 
qaentij was able to procure the greatefl: 
advantage by them* 

"But," faid the Prince* interrupting 
biitt, " the mod consummate hypocrite 
has moments, (be it ever fo feldom) when 
his real countenance may be discovered, 
through the maflc. Was this never your 
cafe?" 

• It happened but very feldom to me, 
and then, I always managed to ex- 
tricate myfelf fo weH that the moft re- 
fined wickednefs was willingly believed 
-to be the intemperance of youth. — 

/ 

In fueh^ cafes, I never fpared my 
tears, I accufed myfelf, magnified the 
crime, feverely reproached myfelf with 
h, and often when my preceptors httf 
forgotten it, pretended to recall it to 
my mind with the deepeft figh*. 
l They 
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They embraced me with rapture and 
begged me not to think any more about 
it. Had I reafon to fear that one of my 
tricks muft unavoidably be difcpvered, I 
was immediately the firft to make it 
known to them, on which account they 
naturally placed unlimited confidence in 
my candour. 

By thefe means, Ieafily difcovered the 
weak fide of every one, with whom I 
was at all acquainted, and as foon as it 
was neceflary, I knew how to make 
this difcovery ferve my purpofes, and 
this aided me in the commiffion of 
rqany crimes; for their eyes were always 
blinded with regard to me, and thofe 
who furrounded me did not narrowly 
watch, me,; My father fpent the few 
hours of leifure, which his public bufi T 
neft afforded hjm, in his laboratory,. an<| 
was too much occupied by his ftudies, 
to obferve me, otherwife thap fuperfici- 

allys 
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ally - 9 becaufe that fairnefs of chara&et 
in me, which is inherent in a child, was 
merely external appearance. He fel- 
dom fpoke to me, except at table, and 
there I always contrived to difplay fuch 
a brilliant fide of my chara£ter, to fefr 
off all my talents to fuch advantage, that 
he always treated me with encomiums. 
As for my mother, I only had to fay a 
few foothing things. to her, and flie rea- 
dily forgot all that flie had obferved 
wrong in me ; . and my preceptors were 
fatisfied when they received their 
monthly ftipend, and praifed my talents, 
when to footh my ambition, I had learnt 
more,, than had been affigned me. 

By all thefe great faults of my youth, 
by the greateft ambition, and infuffer- 
able pride, .which made me fometimes 
look dowa with contempt upon the 
greateft men s—foy the deteftable ehvy, 
and the unconquerable defire for re- 
venge 
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*enge on all, whom I thought my ene- 
mies, I poffefled a» unbounded and ne- 
ver fatisfied wiflb to govern. All my 
play-fellows were obliged to fubmh to 
my authority. Where I dared not to 
command, I employed other means to 
attain my end, and which very feldora 
failed. 

I was the mailer of the houfe, and 
ibmetimes commanded, when my cod* 
duft befpoke obedience. I knew-weH 
what would lead in every inftance to the 
gratification of my wilhes, I could ad 
with the greateft humility in eveiy filia- 
tion, and there was not a moment, when 
I could not ihift my difguife at plea- 
fure. 

Of good qualities which I poflefifedi, 
according to the ideas of moralifts, I can 
reckon but ve*y few ; becaufe, I knew 

IRTIf 
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how to ufe them for my own benefit. 

However, I will refume my relation, 

having explained my idea* of right and 

wrong ! otherwife you often would not 

underftand me, if I ftiould abfent my- 

felf too far from the common mode of 

fpeaking, and ufe language agreeable to 

my principles. 

t 

With talents, to comprehend any 
thing very quickly, and to form of it a 
proper idea, I was alfo pofleffed of very 
fine fejpfibility, which was affe&ed by 
the moft trifling circumftance. 

If I once began any undertaking I per- 
fevered in it with the greateft obftinacy, 
without being deterred by the moft for- 
midable obftacles ; (for to give it up I 
was afhamed) though the confequences 
might not be at all pleafant to me. 
Mypleafing, flattering behaviour en- 
chanted all, although it was nothing 

vol. in. m more 
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.more than policy, which 'ffie piofls 
. fonplefon degrades Wffh the name of %y- 
• . pocrify. 

Govern every wheTe., foon fcecame my 
watch-word ; to flrine and to *be admir- 
ed, my favourite thought. To * fatisfy 
it, thofe means only feemed to me fit, 
which would have deterred other peo- 
ple, and the moft expeditious way to 
arrive at my aim, was ihemeft welcome 
to me , A path over pu trjfied Ikeletons, 
feemed not at all frightful to me, if it 
'was but the neareft. The little advan- 
tage I could gain by the misfortune of 
other people, was, however, a. great ac- 
quifition to me. My heated imagination 
pointed, out ,Jto me the pinnacle upon 
which Ifhould hereafter be elevated, and 
painted my profperity to me in my 
night dreams in glowing colours. 

• * • 

I looked with ecftafy upon my rifipg 

confequence, and was delighted with 

4 it* 
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it; like the hero who rejoiced at feeing 
his brother's blood, which twined a 
laurel round his temples. I was often 
fecretly vexed, that my bjrth did not 
give me a right to regeucies or com- 
mand, but I foon found otrt the me- 
. thod to procure th6m, and my cha- 
grin was diffipated. 

When a boy, my thoughts weye pften 
engaged Qn that fiibjeft, for my com- 

' rades frequently tpld me, that I did not 
pay any. attention to the game. The 
man ppffefled of a knowledge of hu- 

. man nature, would have laughed or 
fighed, within himfelf, at fuch ideas, 
according to his humour; or would 
have looked upon me, perhaps, as a 
foql.full of wild proje&s, and to whopi 
: Bedlam would be a benefit. 

t 

My refleftions never efcaped' njy 
.lips* 

M 2 My 
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My intention is to (ketch to you, my 
qualities and difpofitions. 

I believe I have fulfilled more than that 
already. The earlier periods of my life 
contain more, than the whole life of 
many a man, whofe thoughts and wiflies 
rife not above the idea of exiftence ; 
and who, enervated by continual feaft- 
ing, is ina£Hve, and expert only at 
common things. — I will not now found 
my own praife. I was always a child, 
though not a common one. As I grew 
up time feemed to move with the pace 
of a fnail ; how could I therefore brook 
fuch delay ? 

Earlier than common I left the circle 
which was drawn for my age, I (hook off 
my childifl* behaviour, like a caterpillar, 
which, warmed by the beams of the fun, 
emerges before its time from the furround- 
ing film. Urged by the mod violent defire 

for 
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for knowledge, I undertook to accora- 
plifh obje&s, which furmounted the ex- 
perience of my years. I was never fa- 
tisfied. The firft ftep that I took in this 
new field, difplayed the horizon before 
me, and the unexpe£ied clearnefs which, 
it reprefented to my mind, gave me 
courage, to venture on and to ftudy it 
clofer. I was diffatisfied with myfelf, 
that my fpirit had not wings, for I was 
often obliged to ftay a long time to ac- 
complifh the obje&, which at. firft ap- 
peared to me like little hills at a dis- 
tance. Upon that which I could attain 
without much difficulty, I ventured 
firft. 

Every day the fondnefs my father en- 
tertained for chemical experiments in- 
creafed. His patients were obliged to 
figh in pain, whilft he was bufied in at- 
tending to the crucibles, and in a little 
time not one perfon employed him. 

M 3 This 
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This was perfe&ly agreeable to his 
wifhes, for he was lefs difturbed.— 1 was 
obliged very often to ffifle a laugh, when 
I covered hifn with coal duft, and' faw 
him come from his laboratory ffnotKered' 
with dirt ; but I thought that, cfremiftry 
muft have fome particular charirfs, to 
attach my father fo forcibly to it,— : and 
this was fufficient to excite riiy curiofity, 
dnd induce me to enquire into the na- 
ture of the fcierice. 




Nothing wis eafier, thart (o 
(ht dbftof, to give me pfeftirfffiod; t6 J 
^pend the following day inhis libofetoiy, 
and he triumphed indeed at fny 
propofal. My mother, who was an in- 
veterate enemy to fucli bufmefe, be- 
caufe it made a great ded of dif t, and 
fpoiled thfe fkin, endeavotfrfed ib pre- 
vent my application to it, but \h vain ; 
hone of her objections Had any weight 
with my father, althbugh he had 

fhewn 
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fliewn her much refpeSl in other cafea. 
To the remark : that it was too early 
for me to begin, fhe added — that it did 
not at all fuit me, with a. farcaftic fmile ; 
whilft my father maintained, that fuch 
an excellent attachment to the art could 
not commence too early, nor fail to 
* produce the moft beneficial effe£ts — I 
became by that more ioflamcd, * * " tod 
early and would not fuit me" (which 
laft I afcribed to my youth,) the other 
objeftions I kiffed from my mother's lips 
and my firft refolution remained ; — — 
— I went, at day break, with my father 
into the laboratory. 

The many inftruments which I found 

there, ovens, melting pots, coals of every 

' fprt and defcription, excited in the firft 

inftance, my attention. My father had 

not time to anfwer the multitude of 

queftions that I put to him, and he 

defired a little patience. That I 

M 4 thought 
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thought was to fet a boundary to my 
a&ive mind, which it could not fubmit 
to, and when my father abfented himfelf 
I immediately went to work. He cor- 
rected my indifcretion, and put that into 
my hands which was fitted for a be- 
ginner, but this method was too tedious 
for me. My ambition alone prevented my 
not giving it up, for I was certain of being 
expofed to the laughter of my mother, 
who had announced the difficulties to 
me before hand, and I ftudied not to 
lofe any thing in the efteem of my father, 
who was fo proud of my (hewing fuch 
an early attachment to the fcience. The 
hope to attraft new admirers, bid defiance 
to my diflatisfaftion, and I went through 
every part of the bufinefs which my 
father fet me upon, with the greateft for- 
titude. — This reftraint did not laft long, 
for I very foon difcovered a real tafte 
for chemical procefles, and became as 
fond of the fcience as my father — I 
1 hope 
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hope I do not deferve any reproach from 
you, becaufe I am here a little too ex- 
plicit ! — If I had given to you only a 
mere (ketch of it, it might have appear- 
ed to you improbable ; for I was then- 
no more than eleven years of age. 

In a fhort .time I made fuch progrefs 
that my father was aftonifhed. 1 manu- 
factured phofphorus of the beft quality, 
made fympathetic ink of every kind, 
and invented particular things, which 
no perfon but myfelf is acquainted 
with. — I had now to fhine in a new 
department amongft my fchool-fellows,. 
and other inexperienced perfons. I 
praftifed the miraculous, and they 
thought me a phenomenon. They 
were aftonifhed prodigioufly, when they 
faw at night around my >yhole body a 
brilliant flame, or when I filled the 
whole room with light by the vapour of 

camphire, or when I ftruck fire with a. 

dagger 
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dagger againft the wall of the room, or 
* played fome other tricks of that kiikL 
All feemed from this circumftance to 
keep at a drftance from me ; for they 
feared me without loving me, though 
that is not common in thofe years, when 
our hearts beat warmly in our bofom, and 
are open to every tender tie. It flattered 
my ambition, that I had not a rival. 
By the extraordinary appearance which 
I fought to give to every one of thofe 
irtfignificant tricks, I obtained excel- 
lence, and I was fatisfied with it, as I 
had no friend, no confidant, that would 
have been an acquisition agreeable to my 
natural chafer. I purfaed my way 
alone, and very early found the avenues 
to every human heart fhut againft me- 
I feemed very often to aft the friend, 
but in fe£t ifras never fincere.— Our 
fervants alfo were very much afraid of 
rne : my tricks frightened them, and my 
boaftings were believed. My father 
' laughed 
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laughed at their childlfh fear, and fuffer- 
ed them to remain in ignorance — be- 
caufe it ariiufed him, 

To be thus always? ftnrdurided by 
perfons; who thought me far fupe- 
rior to themfelves and who acknow- 
ledged h, you may eafily conceive had 
a' great influence 1 on my chara£ter in 
the fubfequent period of my life. Inf 
relating thb' tfrftes, which formerly de^ 
lighted me, I Will riot toft (he time, 
tfhrch I nitifr freftow upon greater 
a&ioils. My iiWpVtuoii$.dffpofltion did 
riot permit mfc to meditate longupbn any 
thing. Every bbbk in iriy fel!h£r'$ library, 
which fuited my purpofe J , f Fead'witfi 
the grfeateft aridity, and I fobh madS, with 
the affiftarice of them, and rfiy own in- 
ventions, experiment?, which were not 
common. That this is true,- ybti thay 
eafily conje&iire, when I fay that t 
thought many of them worthy, to be 

made 
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made ufe of, and applied them, Prince, 
in your adventures, where I had to fear 
curiofity. Till I come .to thefe, I fhall 
fay no more of them. — A certain book, 
which I found in my father's library, was 
of great fervice to me. It was written 

L 

by Albertus Magnus * in the Latin lan- 
guage. From it I learned feveral things 
and their ufe which conduced me al- 
ways farther and I was likewife pof- 
feffed of a great number of other inftru- 
njents as : — magical Ian thorns, magnets^ 
ele&rical machines, &c. as my father 
had already a large collection of them* 
with the eleftrical machine, which was 
at that time almoft unknown, and which 
they knew not how to manage, I made 
many attempts, and feveral of my difco- 
veries eflfe&ually anfwered my purpofe. 

* The title of that book is : Albertus -Magnus 
etc Seaetis Mulierum, item de virtu tibus herbarum, 
lajtidum $t animalium. Amst. 1665. 

Let 
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Let me now overleap the fpace of 
time till my fixteenth year. The great- 
eft part of it was taken up with fuch 
bufinefs, (by which however I did not 
neglefl any other) which could be fer- 
viceableto the cultivation of my fcience. 
The little circle, in which I had lived 
till then, and in which I had (hone, and 
tyrannifed, became now too narrow for 
me. The applaufe and admiration of 
thofe, who daily furrounded me, was 
tedious to me, becaufe I no longer found 
pleafure in it. 

There always burned in me a defire for 
great achievements, which never could 
be fatisfied. I eafily perceived that my 
father would not willingly fufFer me to 
go from him, and I refolved without 
much difficulty, to make myfelf a path 
into the great world, without his con- 
sent. — Do not wonder at that , for every 
thing was disregarded fo foon as it hinder- 
ed 
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ed the gratification of my paffions. The 
following night I packed up thqfe things 
v\ hich would be .neceffary and ufeful 
to me on my journey, and at the break 
of day I found myfelf in the right road, 
and full of exultation from the profpe£t 
of fuccefs in my plan. I left for my 
fofter parents a letter, w.hich I laid in a 
place, where I knew they wquld not find 
it before evening, and at that time I be- 
lieved 1 ftiould be fafe from £eing dif- 
covered, 

cc My dear parents > 

" My fpirit foars beyond thefphere in 
which I am confined, under your au- 
spices, and feeks after things that I can 
never attain in your fqciety. Thefe I 
am going in purfuit of; and let this 
ferve as an excufe for my leaving ypu 
fo fuddenly and without bidding fare- 
well, as I did not think that you would 
give me your confent. 

* A bet- 
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" A better method to accomplifh my 
purpofe, and which might have been 
more agreeable to you I could not find, 



« 



Your 



"Ferdinando." 
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